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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Hello Jackson County! 

April showers bring May flowers, right? It’s a sight for sore eyes as we have 
been getting warmer weather and some rainfall into the soil. I have been noticing 
some very bright green pastures in the last couple of days. Hopefully, we can get 
a steady rainfall and not just 6 inches dumped on us at one time.  

Looking into April, we have a lot of great programs going on. If you enjoy 
hiking, we are hosting an open hike night at Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp on April 
7th where we will be exploring Echo Cave Trail. I will also be at the Oak Hill 
Library on April 11th to give a talk about sustainable gardening. On the 21st, the 
Jackson County Farmers Club will have Gary Ludwig from the USDA Wildlife 
Service come and talk about feral swine in our area. Finally, if you need your 
Beef Quality Assurance Certification, or need yours renewed, we will have a 
training sponsored by the Jackson County Cattlemen’s Association on April 24th.  

As the weather has gotten warmer and the growing season has begun, I will be in 
and out of the office doing farm visits and soil samples. If I am out of the office 
on a call, please leave me a voicemail or an email and I will get back to you as 
soon as possible! Like always, if you have any programs you would like to see, 
please do not hesitate to reach out! 

 

Have a great and safe April! 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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April 3rd – Rain Barrel Workshop with the Jackson City Library  

April 4th – Southern Ohio Women in Agriculture Conference 

April 5th – Youth Quality Assurance Training 

April 7th – Canter’s Cave Open Hike Night 

April 8th – Sr. Fairboard Meeting 

April 11th – Oak Hill Library Gardening Program 

April 14th – Livestock Committee Meeting 

April 21st – Jackson County Farmers Club Meeting – Feral Swine 

April 24th – Beef Quality Assurance Training 

April 29th – Pesticide Exam in Jackson 

May 3rd – Spring Livestock Weigh-In  

May 3rd – Cattlemen’s Banquet 

 
 
 



April 2025            3 
 
Don’t Chase Price per Pound at the Expense of Value per Head 
By: Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension Professor, Livestock Marketing, University of Kentucky 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/04/02/dont-chase-price-per-pound-at-the-expense-of-value-per-head/ 
 
Over the last few months, I have been able to talk with a lot of cattle producers at Extension 
programs. As you can imagine, the strength of the cattle market is almost always the first topic of 
discussion. We are seeing prices like we have never seen before for cattle of all types and weights. 
But my observation has been that producers tend to become a bit more enamored than they should 
with price per pound and sometimes don’t think as much as they should about value per head. 

 

I see this play itself out in a couple ways. First, I hear some producers talk about selling cattle sooner 
to capture the higher prices. I don’t necessarily think that downside price risk is greater in high priced 
markets, but I think there is a perception among some that there may be “more to lose”. This 
perception lowers interest in adding value to cattle by taking them to higher weight before sale and 
leads to more calves being sold off the cow, as opposed to being weaned and preconditioned. 
Secondly, I think people get too focused on price per pound differences across weight categories and 
don’t make the mental adjustment to the new price environment. To illustrate this point, I am going to 
use Kentucky average auction prices from the last week of March. The table above shows the 
average price for medium / large frame #1-2 steers at 450 lbs, 550 lbs, and 650 lbs. For 
transparency, I am using the average prices for cattle without a description (not value-added or 
fancy), which represents most cattle being sold. Also, I am averaging the 50 lb weight ranges to arrive 
at my average price. In other words, the estimated price per lb for a 450 lb steer is the average of the 
400 to 450 lb and 450 to 500 lb weight ranges. 

Examine the average prices from Kentucky last week in the table for 450 and 550 lb steers. The price 
per pound drops by $0.50 on that 100 lb increase in weight. If one looks solely at price per lb, they 
may be tempted to sell calves sooner and avoid the $0.50 slide. However, in this cattle price 
environment, those 550 lb steers were still worth $113 per head more than the 450 lb steers. The 
relevant question becomes whether that difference justifies keeping those 450 lb steers longer. In 
many cases, the answer to that question may be yes, especially in the spring with pasture starting to 
grow. 

To be fair, cattle prices are extremely high by historical standards. Price slides widen as the overall 
market gets higher and we have never seen a calf market this high. What may have seemed like a 
bizarre price slide a few years ago, may make perfect sense now. For example, if 450 lb steers were 
selling for $2 per lb and we applied the same $0.50 price slide for 550 lb steer, that 550 lb steer at 
$1.50 per lb is actually worth $75 less than the 450 lb steer at $2. But that is irrelevant in the current 
market. 

The main point is that the spring 2025 feeder cattle price environment is like nothing we have seen 
before. Given that, we must be careful about using rules of thumb and simple approaches that may 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/04/02/dont-chase-price-per-pound-at-the-expense-of-value-per-head/
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have worked in the past. Focusing on price per lb, without consideration of weight impacts, can be 
very misleading. And one needs to be careful they aren’t chasing price per lb at the expense of value 
per head! 

Corn Seeding Rates – Adjusting for Germination Values 
By: Alexander Lindsey, Osler Ortez 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-07/corn-seeding-rates-%E2%80%93-
adjusting-germination-values 
 
Ensuring adequate plant stands to enable optimum yields is key in corn cropping systems, and it begins 
with optimizing seeding rates. Plant stands to optimize yield depending on hybrid and location can range 
from 24,000-34,000 per acre. Lower-yielding fields likely optimize yield with final stands ranging from 
24-26,000 plants/acre, but a value of over 34,000 plants/acre may be needed in high-yielding 
environments. In most environments, based on OSU research, a plant population of 31-32,000 
plants/acre at the end of the season should optimize yield in most environments. 
 
 Adjusting seeding rates to ensure the final stands are achieved can be done by using the seed tag 
information related to germination. By law, results of the standard warm germination test need to be 
printed on these labels. This value is a measure of seed lot germination under optimal conditions and is 
often below 100% indicating that every seed in the bag is not expected to germinate, a common 
germination rate for corn is 95% (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1. Corn seed tag for a non-blended product. 
With the addition of Refuge in a Bag (RIB) of seed, each hybrid contained in the bag will have had a 
separate germination test conducted on it, with each lot reporting its own germination test values (Figure 
2). In the example seed tags, there are two germination totals shown, one for the main hybrid, and a 
second for the refuge component. Figure 2A has a split of 89% for one hybrid and 10% refuge, 
whereas Figure 2B shows 95% for one hybrid and 5% for the refuge component. 

 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-07/corn-seeding-rates-%E2%80%93-adjusting-germination-values
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-07/corn-seeding-rates-%E2%80%93-adjusting-germination-values
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Figure 2. Blended corn hybrid product where germination percentages are identical for both seed 
sources in the bag, 95% (A). Blended hybrid product with differing hybrid germination values, 92% and 
95% (B). 
 
To calculate your planting or seeding rate, consider the following equation: 
Planting Rate=Desired Population per AcreGermination Rate(%) 
 
 

 
 

 
As is shown in the case of Figure 1 as well as both hybrids in Figure 2A, germination percentages are all 
95% for each seed lot in these products. In this case, the target plant stand population should be divided 
by the germination percentage to increase the seeding rate accordingly. Assuming that a target stand of 
32,000 plants/acre was desired, 32,000 / 0.95 = 33,684 seeds/acre should be planted. A table showing 
various germination percentages and target plant stands has been developed to aid in this process (Table 
1). 
 
Table 1. Calculated seeding rates needed to achieve target final stands based on germination 
percentages reported on seed tags. 
 

 
 
 
In the event you are planting refuge in a bag seed that has two differing germination percentages (Figure 
2B), you should consider calculating a composite “product” germination value. You can do this by 
multiplying each component’s germination percentage value by its percentage total of the bag as a 
decimal and adding the values together. Using our example tag from Figure 2B: 
(92% * 0.95) + (95% * 0.05) = 87.4% + 4.75% = 92.15% product germination total (use this value). 
 
In addition to germination totals, further adjustments due to expected losses from biotic or abiotic factors 
(e.g., cold soils, wet soils, insects, diseases, crusting, compaction) may need to be considered and 
factored in your seeding rate estimates to ensure that an adequate number of seeds is being planted as a 
function of seed tag germination rates and expected seed/plant survival conditions. 
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Some recommendations to consider include, planting into good conditions (45-50% plant available water 
content) with adequate soil temperatures (above 50ºF) and avoiding planting ahead of a strong weather 
front likely to cause large temperature decreases or bring with it cold precipitation are ways to help 
minimize seed/plant losses. Utilizing practices that minimize surface crusting can also help improve 
emergence and ensure that a uniform stand is established. In conventional systems, the use of seed 
treatments for insect/disease management is a recommended practice as well. More can be considered 
when it comes to establishing an adequate crop stand, such as selecting hybrids best suited to specific 
growing environments. 
 
A Glossary of Feed Analysis Terms and How to Interpret Them 
By: Haley Campbell, Lecturer, The Ohio State University ATI 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2025/03/18/a-glossary-of-feed-analysis-terms-and-how-to-interpret-them/ 
 
As we get closer to spring grazing, we’re itching to put our 
sheep out to pasture to enjoy the lush growth carpeting the 
fields. However, at least in the Midwest, we still have a few 
weeks before pastures are ready to be trodden down by 
cloven feet. In the meantime, the sheep can get by on hay, 
stored forages, or grains. But do you know what nutrients 
are in those feeds? Feed companies already give nutrient 
contents and those can be found on the feed tag. Forages 
are another story – visual appraisal can only get us so far. 
By submitting a forage sample (hay, silage, baleage, fresh 
pasture, etc.) to an analysis lab, like Rock River, 
DairyLand Laboratories, DairyOne, and others, we can 
accurately know what nutrients we can provide to our 
sheep. When those results come back, they are filled with a plethora of terms and acronyms that can be difficult 
to interpret without any background knowledge. Below, I’ve picked a few that are usually the most important to 
know and understand. 

Dry Matter (DM)– the amount of feed in feed! It is the percent of nutrients left behind after all moisture/water 
has been removed from the feed. This is what all other nutrient percentages are based on. Dry matter is used for 
diet formulations to eliminate the variability of moisture in feeds. 
 
As Fed (AF) – Sometimes written “as-is” or “as provided;” this is the feed as you would offer it to the animal 
and contains all moisture. 
 
Crude Protein (CP) – the total protein in the feed based on the percent nitrogen as determined in the lab. 
 
Neutral Detergent Fiber (NDF) – The full fiber fraction of the feed that includes cellulose, hemicellulose, and 
lignin which are found in the cell wall of plants. NDF is an indicator of intake; more NDF, less intake. Grasses 
should have an NDF no more than 55% and legumes no more than 45%. 
 
Acid Detergent Fiber (ADF) – A portion of the NDF and only includes cellulose and hemicellulose and 
estimates digestibility. 
 
Lignin – The indigestible portion of fiber that increases the “woodiness” of a plant. Lignin will increase as 
plants get older (more mature) to provide more support and structure to a larger plant. If a forage has more 
lignin, it is not as digestible. 
 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2025/03/18/a-glossary-of-feed-analysis-terms-and-how-to-interpret-them/
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Non-Fiber Carbohydrate (NFC) or Non-Structural Carbohydrate (NSC) – The starches, sugars, and pectin 
found in a plant. This value indicates the amount of quickly digestible/fermentable nutrients in the feed. Greater 
NFC/NSC means there is more energy in that feed. 
 
Neutral Detergent Fiber Digestibility (NDFD) – How much NDF is digested after a set amount of time; 
usually 48, 72, 12, or 240 hours. This shows how much fiber can be digested in the rumen of the animal. 
Usually the 48-hour value is referenced when discussing feed quality. The greater the value, the more 
digestible. Animals will be able to get more nutrients from that feed. 
 
Undigestible Neutral Detergent Fiber (uNDF) – The amount of fiber that is unable to be digested after 240 
hours (10 days). 
 
Total Digestible Nutrients (TDN) – The portion of nutrients that can actually be digested and used by the 
animal. Hopefully very high! 
 
Net Energy for Maintenance, Lactation, or Gain (NEM, NEL, NEG) – The amount of energy that can be 
used for maintenance of the animal, milk production, or gain (for finishing or growing animals) 
 
How Inadequate Estate Planning Led to the Likely Sale of a Family Farm 
By: Robert Moore 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-03062025-613am/how-inadequate-estate-planning-led-likely-
sale-family-farm 
  
As we all know, family farms often hold deep sentimental value. They are passed from generation to 
generation, with the hope that they will stay in the family. But without careful estate planning, these 
properties can become the subject of costly legal disputes—and even forced sales. A recent case from the 
Ohio Court of Appeals, Stephan v. Wacaster, is a textbook example of how inadequate planning can 
lead to the partition and sale of family land. 
 
The Case: A Family Farm Divided 
In Stephan v. Wacaster, the appeals court affirmed a decision forcing the partition[1] of a 95-acre farm 
in Miami County, Ohio. Here's what happened: 
 
Margaret Stephan, the original owner of the farm, left a will giving life estates to her two children, 
Connie Wacaster and DeWayne Stephan. Upon each of their deaths, the will directed that their respective 
shares would pass to their children. For DeWayne's half, that meant his sons, Rick and Chris Stephan. For 
Connie’s half, her children, Tami Bodie and Todd Wacaster, would inherit. 
 
Both Margaret and DeWayne passed away. Rick and Chris, now owning DeWayne’s one-half of the farm, 
filed a lawsuit seeking to partition the farm and divide the proceeds. Connie, still living and holding her 
life estate in half the property, objected. She argued that because she was still alive and held a life estate 
over the whole farm, the property couldn’t be partitioned until her death. 
 
However, the court reached a different conclusion. It determined that Margaret's will created a tenancy 
in common between Connie and DeWayne, rather than a joint survivorship. As a result, when DeWayne 
passed away, his sons, Rick and Chris, immediately inherited his half of the farm. This ownership gave 
them the legal right to seek partition of the entire property—even though Connie was still living there 
and held a life estate in her half. 
 
If Rick and Chris move forward with partition, Connie will face a difficult choice: either purchase their 
half of the farm or allow the entire property to be sold—likely at public auction. If the property is sold, 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-03062025-613am/how-inadequate-estate-planning-led-likely-sale-family-farm
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-03062025-613am/how-inadequate-estate-planning-led-likely-sale-family-farm
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-03062025-613am/how-inadequate-estate-planning-led-likely-sale-family-farm#_ftn1
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Connie may ultimately be forced to leave the farm altogether, losing not only her home but also the 
family legacy tied to the land. 
 
Why This Happened: Poor Estate Planning 
At the heart of this family dispute is a will that lacked clarity and failed to anticipate future 
complications. Margaret's will did not create a survivorship interest for Connie and DeWayne, nor did it 
include restrictions to prevent partition actions. As a result, once DeWayne passed away, his children 
held a vested, possessory interest in half of the farm, and Ohio law granted them the right to partition the 
property.  It is probably safe to assume that Margaret would not have wanted the farm sold while Connie 
was still alive and lived on the property. 
 
How Better Estate Planning Could Have Helped 
This case is a cautionary tale for anyone who wants to keep property—especially family farmland—
within the family. Here are a few ways Margaret's estate plan could have avoided this outcome: 

• Survivorship Provisions: Margaret’s will could have created a joint survivorship life 
estate so that Connie would receive full ownership upon DeWayne's death. This would 
have delayed the transfer of DeWayne’s share to his children until after Connie's 
passing. 

• Use of a Trust: Rather than distributing life estates and remainders through a will, 
Margaret could have placed the farm into a trust, which would allow for more control 
over how the property was managed, used, and distributed over multiple generations. 

• LLC:  Margaret could have placed the farm into an LLC and her heirs could have 
inherited the LLC.  Provisions in the LLC agreement could prevent partition and only 
allow the farm to be sold if at least a majority of family members consented. 

The Takeaway 
Estate planning for real estate—especially family farms—requires careful thought and precise legal 
drafting. Without it, disputes like the one in Stephan v. Wacaster become commonplace.  Keeping land 
in the family for future generations can be accomplished by precise drafting in a will, the use of a trust, 
or setting up a land LLC.  
 
This case is a reminder that even with the best intentions, a poorly drafted estate plan can drive wedges 
between family members and lead to the loss of important property. Anyone who wants to preserve their 
family land should work with an experienced estate planning attorney to create a plan that protects the 
property. 
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