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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Hello Jackson County! 

April is here and I have been spending all my free time outside enjoying the 
weather. We have had a lot of enjoyable days, and we are inching closer to the 
growing season. Many of our greenhouse and high tunnel growers have already 
begun growing their produce and we are counting down the days to field work! 
This is the perfect time to take a soil sample if you need one. 
 
This year is going to have some challenges associated with nutrient needs. 
Fertilizer has taken a jump in the past couple months due to the issues in Iran. We 
have seen prices for nitrogen-based fertilizer jump by almost 35% from last 
month. Nitrogen is the nutrient that affects yield, so we may have to be creative 
in our nutrient plan to ensure we are economically efficient in our decisions.  
 
Extension currently has a Corn Nitrogen Rate Calculator that assists corn growers 
to show the best application rates of nitrogen for their farm. This calculator takes 
into consideration the fertilizer you use, the price of the fertilizer, the price of 
corn, state, and crop rotation. This calculator does not discover the rate at which 
you will get the largest crop. The goal of this calculator is to tell you how much 
nitrogen fertilizer to put down to get the maximum profit out of your yield.  
 
As to our other nutrients like Phosphorus and Potassium, we are seeing them be 
more expensive as well, but at a lower rate. This really stresses the importance of 
taking a soil sample this year to ensure that we are putting on the appropriate 
amount of fertilizer to optimize profits. Sampling will allow you to better plan to 
ensure that we are not spending too little or too much on fertilizer.  
 
If you have any questions or ideas for programing, please do not hesitate to reach 
out! 
 
Have a safe and productive April! 
 
Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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Is your pasture ready for you to be done feeding hay? 
By: Victor Shelton, Retired NRCS Agronomist/Grazing Specialist 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2026/04/01/your-pasture-may-not-be-ready-for-you-to-be-done-feeding-
hay/ 
 
It’s that time of year again. The grass has been growing and turning the fields green, and livestock are 
beginning to show more interest in it than their hay. I think it’s safe to say most of us, if not all, are  more than 
ready to be done feeding hay. In many areas, spring weather is running just a little bit ahead of normal—not 
dramatically, but enough to get our attention. 
 
What’s a little different this year is how variable the weather has been. We’ve had some warmer-than-normal 
stretches followed by temperatures dropping back close to freezing. That kind of back-and-forth can be hard on 
plants. Many people have already seen it with flowers that pushed early and then got burned back and some 
forage species have experienced the same thing. Conditions can vary quite a bit from one farm to the next and 
even from field to field, so it is important to base management decisions on what you are seeing on your farm. 
 
In some areas, forages are ahead of schedule, and in some cases quite a bit. They have been able to start 
collecting solar energy earlier, but those temperature swings and a couple of freezes have taken a toll.  That 
stress may cause some plants to move toward reproductive stages earlier than normal. 
 
Early growth may look good from a distance, but some of it has already been stressed.  Add moisture conditions 
that are running anywhere from average to slightly on the dry side and it’s a combination that should give us 
pause.  There is green grass, and both you and the livestock are eager to utilize it, but there is value in waiting. 
 
Early spring growth is not driven by photosynthesis initially.  That first flush comes from energy reserves stored 
in the roots and lower portions of the plant.  In other words, the plant is living off its savings account. If we 
graze it too early, we’re withdrawing from that account before the plant has had a chance to rebuild it, and that 
affects not just today’s growth but the entire grazing season.  It takes grass to grow grass. 
 
Those first few inches of growth are rebuilding the plant’s “solar panel” and restoring root reserves. Removing 
that growth too soon, especially in a spring that may lean a little dry, can slow production right when it is most 
needed.  Plants that start the season weak tend to stay that way, especially if moisture tightens later. 
 
If some of that early growth begins to push toward seedhead sooner than expected, it is usually a sign of stress. 
In those situations, light top grazing while keeping livestock moving can help maintain vegetative growth, and it 
may mean clipping a little earlier than normal. 
 
Differences between pastures become more apparent each spring, largely based on how they were managed the 
previous year. Fields grazed hard last fall, especially before dormancy, are often slower to respond, while those 
with adequate residual tend to grow more quickly and uniformly. It is not uncommon to see neighboring fields 
look completely different this time of year based solely on how they were managed the previous fall. Areas 
used for winter feeding may show both improved fertility and heavier use, and well-managed stockpiled fields 
often provide a good balance of residual and new growth. 
 
One of the most useful things you can do this time of year is to walk your pastures regularly, ideally once a 
week. Walking each paddock provides a clearer understanding of conditions than observing from a distance. 
You begin to recognize which fields are progressing and which still need time, helping you make better grazing 
decisions. Over time, those weekly walks begin to build familiarity, and you start to recognize changes sooner 
rather than later. 
 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2026/04/01/your-pasture-may-not-be-ready-for-you-to-be-done-feeding-hay/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2026/04/01/your-pasture-may-not-be-ready-for-you-to-be-done-feeding-hay/
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Walking also helps identify uneven grazing, changes in species and early weed issues. This time of year, you 
don’t want to miss noticing plants like poison hemlock. It often appears along edges or disturbed areas and can 
be harmful to you and your animals, even in small amounts. Identifying and addressing it early reduces risk to 
livestock, and you can control it before it goes to seed. 
 
A good target for initiating grazing is when cool-season grasses reach approximately eight-to-ten inches of 
height. Removing roughly the top third while keeping livestock moving works well. Keeping livestock moving 
early not only protects the plants but also helps maintain more uniform grazing across the pasture. Early in the 
season, avoid staying on a paddock more than a couple of days and do not graze regrowth before full recovery. 
 
If you have already started grazing, focus on not taking too much too soon. Early growth is still limited, and 
plants are still rebuilding. Taking the top third is best, and while taking half may work in some situations, 
removing more than that will require a much longer rest period for recovery. Grazing too hard, especially too 
early, may impact the overall season production, especially if it turns dry. 
 
Fields with residual dry matter from the previous season are often the best starting points. That material helps 
buffer grazing pressure, protect the soil and balance the lushness of new growth. Fields grazed heavily last fall 
will require additional recovery time. 
 
This approach is not complicated, but it does require discipline. Starting too early often leads to grazing 
regrowth prematurely, which is where the greatest damage occurs. Waiting a little longer allows forage to get 
ahead, providing more flexibility, better recovery and greater total production throughout the season. A little 
patience now can make a noticeable difference in both forage quality and total production later. 
 
Although this spring may appear early, it has not necessarily created conditions that justify early grazing, 
especially if moisture becomes limiting. Allowing forage additional time to develop will benefit both plant 
health and seasonal productivity. 
 
It is not about maximizing a single grazing event, but about optimizing the entire grazing season. Keep on 
grazing. 
 
High Carcass Quality is Helping Fuel Strong Beef Demand 
By: Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension Professor, Livestock Marketing, University of Kentucky 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2026/04/01/high-carcass-quality-is-helping-fuel-strong-beef-demand/ 
 
Much has been written about rising harvest weights in the beef sector, which have helped sustain production 
despite tight cattle supplies. Less attention, however, has been paid to the parallel trend of improving carcass 
quality grades. The percentage of cattle grading USDA Prime averaged 9.2% in 2023, increased to 11.8% in 
2025, and has exceeded 14% so far in 2026. This trend may be playing an underappreciated role in supporting 
beef demand. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2026/04/01/high-carcass-quality-is-helping-fuel-strong-beef-demand/
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Heavier harvest weights have contributed to higher quality grades, as cattle are being fed longer and finished at 
higher weights. Strong cattle prices and moderate cost of gain have provided that incentive. However, 
the improvement in carcass quality is not unique to the current market environment. The figure below shows a 
clear increase in the percentage of cattle grading USDA Prime and decrease in cattle grading USDA Select over 
the past two decades. 

 

As I write this in the spring of 2026, demand for all proteins remains exceptionally strong. Despite very high 
price levels, consumers have been remarkably resilient in their purchasing patterns. This is somewhat 
reminiscent of the early 2000s, when the popularity of low-carbohydrate diets like Atkins and South Beach 
boosted demand for meat products. Current demand trends are likely being driven by a combination of factors, 
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including changing dietary guidelines, improving consumer perceptions of protein, and the growing use of 
GLP-1s. 

While many of these factors apply broadly across proteins, the strength of beef demand is especially 
noteworthy. The ratio of retail beef prices to pork and broiler prices is near record levels. However, consumers 
continue to purchase beef, despite it being priced as high as it has ever been relative to competing meats. This 
brings me full circle back to the quality discussion. The beef industry has been steadily improving the eating 
experience for consumers over many years, which has been a contributing factor to demand resiliency. 
Consumers are paying more for beef, but they are also getting a better product. In short, while tight supplies and 
favorable demand conditions are key pieces of the current market, the industry’s long-term investment in 
quality is an important, and possibly underappreciated, driver of beef demand today. 

Do you need to put your pasture on medical leave? 
By: Christine Gelley, OSU Extension Assistant Professor, Agriculture and Natural Resources, Noble County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2026/03/25/do-you-need-to-put-your-pasture-on-medical-leave/ 
 
Spring green-up is here, but pastures may need time to rest and recuperate after a long hard winter before 
springing into grazing action. 
 
You know that classic quote from everybody and their mother- “If you don’t pick a day to relax, your body will 
pick it for you.”? 
 
It seems to be incredibly true. As we come out of peak cold and flu season and head into allergy season, many of 
us are feeling the effects. Even though the weather is turning warmer and the sun is out longer, many people still 
feel drained as the seasons change. 
 
When we feel drained and stressed, it is important to take a break to rest, relax, and recuperate. If we do not allow 
time to take those needed breaks, our bodies will eventually override our decisions and force us to rest. So, be sure 
to schedule breaks for yourself and don’t feel guilty about it. Breaks give you time to reflect, recharge, and return 
ready to take on your next challenge! 
 
“Wait, I thought this column was about cattle?” you may be asking yourself by this point… 
 
Well, here’s a reminder that the same thing can be seen in the pastures we plan to put cows on this Spring. They 
need rest after stress too! 
 
Damaged pastures in need of help are especially visible this time of year. If we don’t schedule a break for those 
pastures and don’t provide for their needs, they won’t function well for us moving forward. They need our help to 
recover from the stress of winter. 
 
If our pastures and hayfields are showing significant wear and tear from the past year’s pressure, we may need to 
put them on medical leave to tend them through recovery. That means- protecting them from environmental stress 
and building their resilience with considerate management. 
 
Sometimes rest is all a pasture needs. A break from animal traffic, open exposure to the sun, and time to take up 
nutrients can make a big difference in the rebound of damaged pastures. 
 
Sometimes they need rehabilitation. This may include targeted spot seeding to fill in gaps, fertilizer applications to 
build up depleted soils, or a plan to treat weeds when they appear. 
 
In other cases, they need renovation. Renovation could include disking, dragging, and broadcast seeding or an 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2026/03/25/do-you-need-to-put-your-pasture-on-medical-leave/
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herbicide burn-down and running through with a no-till drill to reseed desirable plants back into the pasture sward. 
 
If you don’t do something with bare ground in pastures and hayfields this spring, the environment will! Bare 
ground and heavy spring rains are a starting point for soil erosion. Bare ground is also the perfect place for 
opportunistic weeds to get their start. 
 
Don’t forget that taking time to rest and recharge between grazing cycles and hay cuttings mid-growing season is 
important too. Forages need time and space to grow. They need leaves to photosynthesize and send energy down 
to the roots. Forage stands that are harvested and removed as hay are losing nutrients that need replaced in order to 
keep thriving long-term. 
 
To learn more about how to gauge your forages’ unique needs and how to make improvements this spring, check 
out our new fact sheet from The Ohio State University called “Giving New Life to Tired Pastures”, available 
online at https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/anr-0159 or visit your local Extension Office. 
 
Most cattle producers have high expectations of their forage systems to provide for cattle needs, but are those 
forages being given adequate support for a job well done? It is worth an honest evaluation of forage stand 
condition. If you take the time to invest in forage improvement, it won’t take long to see the payoff in the cattle 
performance. 

 
What Does the Iran Conflict Mean Beyond Higher Oil Prices? 
By: Ian Sheldon, Professor and Andersons Chair of Agricultural Marketing, Trade, and Policy, 
Agricultural, Environmental, and Development Economics, Ohio State University 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-03102026-1027am/what-does-iran-conflict-mean-beyond-
higher-oil-prices 
 
Media coverage of the economic impact of the Iran conflict has predominantly focused on what is 
happening to oil prices which spiked at $119.50/barrel on March 9 (New York Times, 3/9/2026), falling 
later in trading as the G7 countries began discussing the potential joint release of emergency oil reserves 
(Guardian, 3/9/2026). Not surprisingly, US gas prices at the pump have increased, and US Treasury 
yields have risen reflecting investor concern about a recession combined with an inflation rate forecast to 
reach 4.5% over the next 12 months (New York Times, 3/9/2026). The increase in oil prices, and its 
expected inflationary effect comes at a time when US farmers are already facing a squeeze on their 
margins, along with disruption to agricultural export markets following China’s retaliation against US 
tariffs.  USDA is currently forecasting that US farm income will fall this year, despite expected direct 
payment support of $44.3 billion in 2026 (Farm Policy News, 2/6/2026). 
 
Added to the pressure of oil prices on US agricultural profitability is the impact of the Iran conflict on 
international fertilizer trade and prices, given effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz, the sea lane that 
connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman through to the Arabian Sea (Guardian, 5/9/2026).  Five 
countries in the region, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, and Bahrain, account for 
about a third of urea that is globally traded via the Strait of Hormuz, urea being the most widely used 
nitrogen-based fertilizer (New York Times, 3/7/2026). These five countries have exported $50 billion 
worth of nitrogen fertilizers since 2020, the United States importing $5billion worth over that same 
period (Farm Policy News, 3/9/2026). 
 
The key feedstock for urea production is natural gas, which is steam-reformed to generate hydrogen, an 
input in the Haber-Bosch process to produce ammonia, the latter being combined with carbon dioxide to 
produce urea (Nature Communications, 2023).  Consequently, access to cheap natural gas is critical for 
production of ammonia and subsequently urea, significant investments having been made in both 
ammonia and urea production capacity in countries such as Qatar and Saudi Arabia (The Conversation, 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-03102026-1027am/what-does-iran-conflict-mean-beyond-higher-oil-prices
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-03102026-1027am/what-does-iran-conflict-mean-beyond-higher-oil-prices
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3/5/2026). 
 
Closure of the Strait of Hormuz has resulted in delays in the export of both liquid natural gas (LNG) and 
ammonia, key inputs in nitrogen fertilizer production, as well as urea itself.  Qatar Energy has already 
halted production at the world’s largest urea plant due to loss of natural gas feedstock after a missile 
attack on its LNG facilities.  While other urea plants in the region are still operating, stockpiling is 
occurring in the vicinity of ports, although there is uncertainty about available storage capacity if the 
conflict continues (New York Times, 3/7/2026).  Added to this, the fertilizer market was already tight 
before the conflict started, with China restricting exports, while European producers have cut output due 
to the loss of cheap Russian natural gas (Reuters, 3/5/2026). 
 
Not surprisingly, the fertilizer supply shock has already affected markets, with urea prices on the widely-
watched Egyptian market increasing from $485/ton to $665/ton since the conflict began (New York 
Times, 3/7/2026).  At the same time, even though there is domestic nitrogen fertilizer production, the 
United States is a net importer, prices in New Orlean increasing from $516/ton to $683/ton in the past 
week (Farm Policy News, 3/9/2026). 
 
The combination of the urea supply shock, and the knock-on effect on urea prices, presents a problem for 
US farmers as they enter the spring planting season. Even though both farmers, importers, and retailers 
have already made forward purchases of fertilizers, import demand is typically high in March, April, and 
May, but because of delivery logistics this cycle could be negatively affected (National Corn Growers 
Association, 3/5/2026). It takes 30-45 days for a cargo of urea loaded in the Persian Gulf to reach the 
port of New Orleans, and an additional 3-4 weeks for it to be transported and made available to farmers, 
i.e., in the absence of the supply shock, urea would not be available until early-May.  Consequently, 
choking off exports now could impact spring fertilizer application (Farm Policy News, 3/4/2026).  
Former USDA Chief Economist Seth Meyer suggests that, “Farmers could cut back on corn, which 
requires high rates of nitrogen fertilizer, or else sharply reduce fertilizer application rates” (Reuters, 
3/5/2026), other observers suggesting that outside the core Corn Belt, this could push farmers into 
switching out of corn into soybeans (Farm Policy News, 3/9/2026). 
 
Fragility of the fertilizer supply system extends beyond nitrogen supply, the key producers of urea in the 
Persian Gulf also accounting for a fifth of global trade in phosphate fertilizers (New York Times, 
3/7/2026).  At the same time, sulfur exports from the region will also be affected, the Middle East 
accounting for about 45% of global sulfur trade (Guardian, 5/9/2026).  Sulfur is a byproduct of oil and 
natural gas processing, primarily used in the production of sulfuric acid, which itself is a key to 
production of ammonia, as well as phosphate fertilizers such as diammonium phosphate and 
monoammonium phosphate (Reuters, 3/5/2026). 
 
Overall, higher fertilizer prices not only have the potential to reduce crop yields in the United States, but 
there will also be spillover effects in countries such as India which relies on imported LNG to supply its 
urea plants, while Brazil depends to a large extent on imported nitrogen and phosphate fertilizers to 
produce soybeans and corn (The Conversation, 3/5/2026).  At the same time in developing regions such 
as sub-Saharan Africa, fertilizer use is already very low (Food Policy, 2017).  Consequently, the Iran 
conflict has the potential to negatively affect global food security through both reduced production and 
higher prices (New York Times, 3/7/2026). 
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