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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 
We’ve made it to August! This past July has been a busy month here at the 
Jackson County Extension Office. From doing farm visits, planning fall 
programs, to the Jackson County Fair! Thank you to all the supporters of the 
Jackson County Fair, I believe this was one of the most successful sale the fair 
has had ever with around $450,000 in sales!  

This upcoming month, the Jackson County Office will be hosting Beef and 
Forage Field Night on August 24th. This year’s topics will include fencing 
options, grazing management, genetic management, and technology and 
application. For more information on Beef and Forage Field Night, please see the 
flyer below. We are also excited to be having a Woodland Management and Oak 
Regeneration program out at a site on Brohard Rd. on August 2nd. This program 
will help you effectively manage your woodlands and introduce you to people 
who can help you along the way.  

We’ve got a lot of exciting events coming in the Fall such as Farm-City Field 
Day, Beef AI School, and even a Hunter’s Education Course. This Years Farm-
City Field Day will be hosted at Henderson’s Arena right off U.S Highway 32. 
Beef AI School will take place here at the Jackson Research Farm/Jackson 
Extension Office in Mid-September. If you are interested in attending, please 
register ASAP because spots are limited and filling up fast.  

Like always, if you have any questions or would like me to come visit your farm, 
I am always more than willing to help in any way that I can. 

 
Have a great month! 
 

Josh Winters  
Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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Forage Management and Heavy Rain Events 
By: Victor Shelton, Retired NRCS Agronomist/Grazing Specialist 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/06/21/when-handling-cattle-think-like-a-cow/ 
 
Moisture, or rather the lack of sufficient amount of moisture, is still an issue for quite a bit of the 
Midwest. Some areas have certainly been blessed with more rain than others, but I must remind you 
and myself that we’re only about two weeks away from a drought from about any time period. We 
should always strive to take advantage of and conserve any moisture we receive. 

I’ve been repairing some fence lines along wooded areas that seem to be testing my 
patience. Windstorms with dying or dead ash trees don’t make a good combination.  That has caused 
me to dig and replace a few fence posts that were in the line of spoilage. On a somewhat positive 
point, it allowed me the opportunity to evaluate the soil moisture in the depth of the post hole. Even 
though I’ve had rain, soil moisture was a little less than normal as I dug deeper – but it could have 
been a lot drier. 

You can’t change the amount of rain you get, but you can influence the impact of that rain to a 
degree. Ideally, you want to capture and keep as much rainfall as you can on the landscape.  When 
rain hits hard surfaces, especially impermeable surfaces like concrete, most of it just runs off. Pasture 
and hay fields can be fairly impermeable also – especially overgrazed and compacted sites. 
Soil that has good cover, ideally live plants, and some duff (residue and organic matter on the soil 
surface) and is healthy and capable of letting water infiltrate quickly will be more drought tolerant than 
areas where most of the rain runs off. When you have good live plant cover, especially grasses that 
create good retardance to water flow in combination with soils that are capable to take on water 
quickly and not become saturated – meaning you have good natural soil drainage and good soil 
organic matter – then soil moisture is easier to maintain and utilize even when rains are not as timely 
as you’d like. 

Let’s consider for a moment your lawn. Most lawns are mowed weekly and probably at an average of 
two or three inches in height. The shorter the grass blades are maintained the shallower their roots 
will be. These closely maintained lawns require frequent rain or irrigation to keep green and 
growing.  Just raising the mowing height to four inches increases root depth, the number of fibrous 
roots, and the amount of total cover reducing evaporation, increasing infiltration, and it’s much more 
likely to stay green and growing during drier conditions – unless you want it to dry up, so you don’t 
have to mow it. Bottom line – keep the soil covered at all times. You don’t want bare soil that allows 
for evaporation and increased soil temperatures. 

A couple months back we talked about how to manage extremely early seed head production. Grass 
plants tend to react to stressful factors by initiating their survival mode. This generally means they 
begin seed production and may also produce more seed. I still believe the real motivator this year for 
early seed head production was the late freezes. I proposed three viable options. 

The first option was to do high intensity, short duration grazing, which means higher numbers of 
livestock on a small allotment for a very short period of time. This removes a high percentage of 
grazable forage in a short period of time with little or no refused areas. This generally does require 
that the pasture gets a longer deferment period prior to being grazed again. What they don’t consume 
is laid down on the ground returning nutrients and carbon back to the soil and more importantly 
helping to keep the soil cool while reducing evaporation. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/06/21/when-handling-cattle-think-like-a-cow/
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The second option was to graze in a slower fashion, understanding that they will avoid more and thus 
create more mismatched forage growth and selection. If this is the case, then you are probably better 
off clipping the forages to make them even. Ideally, if you had to clip, it’s best to only mow short 
enough to even out the forages and remove seed heads. It takes a watchful eye to make sure that 
you are not overgrazing (grazing too close and/or removing regrowth without adequate rest and 
recovery). 

In a perfect world of grazing, livestock shouldn’t graze the same allotment for more than three days 
and a lot shorter time frame is generally best. I realize that that is not practical or occasionally 
possible for some managers. Time is money – but time well spent can raise efficiencies and save 
money elsewhere such as in reduced supplemented feed. If there are a lot of overgrazed spots, then 
a longer deferment may be needed prior to grazing again, which could also mean reduced 
production. 

The last option was to cut a few paddocks that you would normally graze for hay. This might have 
helped make up some of the differences and reset the staging for those pasture fields, allowing you to 
concentrate your grazing management on less acres and hopefully giving you a bit more control of 
the situation. If you did mow it for hay, quickly return fertility to the field to promote new growth for the 
season and maintain that fertility bank. 

What option did I do? Actually, a little of all three. It absolutely helped to keep things growing during 
the prolonged dry periods but also staged the system to be the most advantageous for collecting, 
utilizing and storing as much of the blessed rain and sunlight that we did receive. It also helped to 
initiate and create new dense growth by reinvigorating the solar panel. If for some reason I have to 
dig a post hole out in the open pasture, it might also make the task easier with a little more 
reassurance that some moisture might be found the entire depth in a more resilient environment. 

I’ve been slow to spend money on fertilizer this year or recommend it unless you have a soil test or 
obviously need it. The poor growth in some fields may not be fertility this year (late freezes, drought, 
reduced sun) – but in some cases it is and if so, it would have been poor either way. The addition of a 
little nitrogen (if everything is within moderate levels) could really spur a lot of regrowth going forward. 
I honestly don’t think it would take much and most fields could benefit from phosphorous, so DAP or 
MAP (Di-ammonium Phosphate or Monoammonium Phosphate) could be good choices. Since quite a 
bit of the spring growth curve was compromised, there is a very good chance that we could get extra 
growth this fall if sufficient moisture is present for growth and application – look for these 
opportunities. 

Now is the time to inventory your present forage available, potential production yet this year and 
stored feed for winter.  Days are getting shorter and we’re only about 70 days from the first possible 
frost. August is a good month to plant perennial forages and annuals for fall use. Remember, it’s not 
about maximizing a grazing event, but maximizing a grazing season! Keep on grazing! 
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Will You Have Enough Hay for the Winter? 
By: Chris Penrose, OSU Extension Educator ANR, Morgan County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/07/18/will-you-have-enough-hay-for-the-winter/ 
  
The early dry weather allowed most of us to get our first cutting hay in a timely 
manner, and now we are into second-cutting hay. This is the time of the year that I 
like to remind everyone that it is a great time to assess if you have enough hay for 
the winter, as well as to consider if there are other things that can be done to assure 
adequate feed for livestock this winter. 

Options 
If you are going to have plenty of hay, can you graze some of those hay fields after 
second cutting? It is always cheaper to graze than to make hay. If you don’t need the 
fields to graze, can you make some extra to sell if you need the income? If you are 
short on hay, can you get enough in subsequent cuttings? If not, have you recently 
soil tested your fields? Improving fertility will help improve yields for the rest of the 
season. 
How are your pastures holding up? So far this year, it looks like many are doing well with the recent rain. In my 
case, all of my hay fields but one can be grazed, providing flexibility for either more hay production or more 
pasture. 
When I think about other things we can do for livestock feed if it will be short this winter, I believe the cheapest 
feed we can provide is corn stalks after harvest. Look around. Are there any corn fields in the area that could be 
grazed after harvest? I have seen it done with temporary fence built in a short period of time. How about forage 
fields that have not been utilized from neighbors that could be grazed for very little charge? 

Stockpile 
The next option for inexpensive additional forages is to stockpile fields to graze in the fall or early winter. All 
you need to do is make a final clipping, harvest or grazing of a field and let it sit and grow. 
Recent research confirms that adding nitrogen fertilizer will increase yields. A good recommendation is to apply 
100 pounds of urea per acre when you start to stockpile. Generally speaking, the earlier you start to stockpile, 
the higher the yields will be and the lower the quality. 

Conversely, the later you start, the lower the yields and higher the quality. Fescue can be grazed well into the 
winter, but I suggest grazing orchardgrass before the end of the year as it dies back more in cold winter. 

Plant something 
Another option is to plant something. If you have fields that need to be re-seeded or you have small grain fields 
that are or will be harvested, brassicas such as turnips, or small grains like oats and cereal rye are good options 
to plant later in the summer. You can also plant a combination of small grains and brassicas. 
Fertility can go a long way to improving forage yields. If your pH is low, applying lime as soon as possible is a 
great option. If we can correct the soil and allow the lime to react with the soil before applying fertilizer, 
production will be optimized. 

Finally, most of us did get up first cutting hay in a timely fashion this year, making for good quality hay. Last 
year we got up some hay the first week of May and what I didn’t realize when I went to feed it was how fast 
they ate it. High-quality hay is much more digestible, and if you have that this year, be prepared for more 
consumption and plan accordingly — a good problem to have! 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/07/18/will-you-have-enough-hay-for-the-winter/
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On our family farm, I think we reach a milestone when we finish first cutting as it is the bulk of feed that we 
will need to make it to next year. However, we still need some more hay to safely make it through the winter. 
This is why I like to plan and assess my potential needs at this point because the sooner we determine our needs, 
the more options we will have and more time to execute them. 

Strong Cattle Prices 
By: Josh Maples, Assistant Professor & Extension Economist, Department of Agricultural Economics, 
Mississippi State University 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/08/02/strong-cattle-prices/ 
 
Cattle prices have been on a strong ride in 2023. Many producers will be selling spring-born calves in the 
coming months and are likely to be much happier with the revenue earned than they were when selling calves 
during the past few years. Feeder cattle prices in the southeast are up roughly 40-50 percent above year-ago 
levels and current expectations are for that strength to continue into 2024. 

 

The chart above shows futures contract quotes for all of the currently traded CME contracts. Futures contracts 
are standardized and each contract terminates on the last Thursday of the contract month. For feeder cattle, one 
contract is 50,000 pounds and the CME Feeder Cattle Index is used to settle the contract. The CME Feeder 
Cattle Index is a seven day weighted average calculated using transactions of 700-899 pound steers from a 12-
state region in the middle of the U.S. (more info about this index is available at this factsheet). As an example, 
the August 2023 contract will terminate on Thursday, August 31st and will settle based on the CME Feeder 
Cattle Index calculated with transactions from August 25-31. 
 
Since the contracts are standardized and have a set ending date, futures quotes can give insight on price 
expectations for the rest of 2023 and Spring 2024. Contract prices are higher throughout the fall months before 
dipping slightly during the first few months of 2024. This dip is driven by seasonal production/supply patterns 
as prices for 700 to 900 pound steers are typically weakest during the late winter and early spring before rising 
into the summer months. Some of this seasonality can be seen in the 2017-2021 line on the chart below. It is 
also worth noting that the seasonal patterns vary across weight classes. 500-600 pound steers are typically 
weakest in the early fall, although those seasonal patterns can be muted during years when overall prices are on 
a strong up trend (like this year) or down trend. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/08/02/strong-cattle-prices/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/msstate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d27b0f8ca2d30ab88ad971a94&id=dbc83ce2ea&e=9f73b5a4f6__;!!KGKeukY!zR5uGD6yY22sECe_JxiPQQViaRDeKT1YKGB0NaSNu8iYO2zCjpVSDtnZWMPq9PUhGIcbt1VMfcdwS-0-7odlT-F46oo$


 
 August 2023            6 
 
There is still much optimism in cattle markets. As James discussed last week, supplies have tightened and there 
is no indication that cattle numbers are expanding very soon. The latest USDA WASDE report projects 
U.S. beef production will be down 4 percent this year as compared to 2022 and their forecast for 2024 would be 
an additional 9 percent decline from the 2023 projection. The strong rally in cattle prices this year, and the 
expectations for strong prices as we move into 2024, are reflective of this underlying tighter cattle and 
beef supply situation. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/msstate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d27b0f8ca2d30ab88ad971a94&id=7bd24ea04c&e=9f73b5a4f6__;!!KGKeukY!zR5uGD6yY22sECe_JxiPQQViaRDeKT1YKGB0NaSNu8iYO2zCjpVSDtnZWMPq9PUhGIcbt1VMfcdwS-0-7odlrUC0VcU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/msstate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d27b0f8ca2d30ab88ad971a94&id=0358ce1523&e=9f73b5a4f6__;!!KGKeukY!zR5uGD6yY22sECe_JxiPQQViaRDeKT1YKGB0NaSNu8iYO2zCjpVSDtnZWMPq9PUhGIcbt1VMfcdwS-0-7odl6kg9dck$
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Weather Update: Heatwave and Scattered Storms Expected 
By: Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-24/weather-update-heatwave-and-scattered-
storms-expected 
 
July has brought wetter conditions to some folks across Ohio. Most areas have received 2.5 to 4 
inches of rain since July 1st, with pockets of over 6” (e.g., Clinton County). Still, plenty of 
counties are running below average for the month (Figure 1). Certainly, cooler than average 
temperatures since June 1st have helped mitigate impacts from dryness, and with recent wetter 
conditions, drought area for Ohio has fallen to ~13% as of Thursday July 20, 2023 (US Drought 
Monitor). The CFAES Rapid Response Team continues to manage the drought response 
resource site and encourage readers to continue to submit observations and impacts for your 
location by visiting https://go.osu.edu/drought_cmor. 

 

Figure 1: Percent of Normal precipitation for July 1 – 24, 2023. Figure courtesy of the Midwestern Regional 
Climate Center. 
 
Forecast 
This week will feature a warming trend and typical summertime unsettled weather across the 
region. Isolated showers and storms are possible at any time from Tuesday through Saturday, 
with a cold front sliding south across the region over the weekend. High temperatures will start 
out in the 80s for most of the state on Tuesday, warming into the low to mid 90s for Wednesday 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-24/weather-update-heatwave-and-scattered-storms-expected
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-24/weather-update-heatwave-and-scattered-storms-expected
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://go.osu.edu/ohiodrought
https://go.osu.edu/ohiodrought
https://go.osu.edu/drought_cmor


 
 August 2023            8 
 
through Friday, and accompanied by higher humidity levels. The front will knock temperatures 
back into the 80s for the weekend. Rain will not occur everywhere, everyday, but locally heavy 
rain will be possible each day throughout this period. The current forecast shows 0.25-1.25 
inches of rain is expected this week (Figure 2- locations of heaviest rain will likely deviate from 
this figure). 

 

Figure 2). Precipitation forecast from the Weather Prediction Center for 8pm Monday July 24 – 8pm Monday 
July 31, 2023. 
 
The Climate Prediction Center’s 8-14 Day Outlook and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from 
NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center indicate that probabilities for temperatures are learning 
toward below average with near normal precipitation for the period of August 1 – 7, 2023 (Figure 
3). We have reached our climatologically warmest conditions of the year, with an average high-
temperature range of 84-87°F, a low-temperature range of 63-67°F, and average weekly total 
precipitation of 0.75-0.90 inch. 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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Figure 3) Climate Prediction Center 8-14 Day Outlook valid for August 1 – 7, 2023, for left) temperatures and 
right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, normal, or above normal conditions. 
 
 
Not All Trusts Protect Assets 
By: Robert Moore 

Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-08012023-348pm/not-all-trusts-protect-assets 

 

A common misperception is that all trusts protect assets from creditors, lawsuits, and nursing homes.  While 
some trusts do protect assets, many trusts do not.  In fact, most trusts are not designed to protect assets but 
instead to only transfer assets at death.  Knowing the difference between the different types of trusts is 
important to ensure that your trust meets your expectations for asset protection. 

 

There are generally two different types of trusts – revocable and irrevocable.  A revocable trust is the typical 
estate planning trust most people use.  Because the revocable trust can be changed and assets transferred into 
and out of the trust, it provides no asset protection.  Essentially, if the owner/grantor can access the assets of the 
trust, then so can creditors.  If you can make changes to your trust and transfer assets in and out of the trust, you 
probably have a revocable trust. 

 

An irrevocable trust can protect assets.  The concept of an irrevocable trust is to establish a trust that cannot be 
changed (with a few exceptions), transfer assets to the trust and then relinquish the right to withdraw the assets 
back out of the trust.  Additionally, someone else serves as the trustee to manage the trust assets.  Since the 
original owner of the assets no longer has access, control, or ownership of the assets, then creditors cannot 
access them. 

 

It is important to keep in mind the five-year lookback rule for Medicaid.  This rule causes ineligibility for 
Medicaid for gifts that were made within five years of Medicaid application.  Due to this rule, establishing an 
irrevocable trust to protect assets from nursing home costs must be done well before the assets become at risk. 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-08012023-348pm/not-all-trusts-protect-assets
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While an irrevocable trust is useful to protect assets, the irrevocable nature of the trust is a significant negative 
feature.  Once the irrevocable trust is established and the assets transferred, it cannot usually be undone.  Even if 
circumstances or goals change over time, the irrevocable trust stays in place and the assets stay in the trust.  A 
revocable trust, on the other hand, is flexible and can be changed as circumstances and goals change. 

 

Sometimes a trust will include “revocable” or “irrevocable” in its name, making it obvious the type of trust.  
However, many trusts do not indicate in the name if it is revocable or irrevocable.  In that case, the trust 
document must be reviewed to determine the type of trust.  Typically, within the first few paragraphs of the 
trust document, the trust will be clearly identified as either revocable or irrevocable. 

 

Some estate plans include both a revocable and irrevocable trust.  Assets to be protected are transferred to an 
irrevocable trust and assets the owner wishes to retain control over are transferred to a revocable trust.  Having 
two trusts increase the costs of both setup and administration but it is an option for many people. 

 

Anyone with a trust should verify the type of trust they have.  It is common that someone believes their assets 
are protected by their trust only to find out too late that they actually have a revocable trust and their assets are 
subject to nursing home costs.  A revocable trust can be converted to an irrevocable trust at any time prior to 
death.  If there is any doubt as the type of trust, review the trust with your attorney to be sure it meets your 
estate planning and asset protection goals. 
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