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We made it to August! In the life of an Extension employee, July was consumed
by the Jackson County Fair! From my perspective, I think the Jackson County
Fair went very smoothly this year with minimal bumps in the road. It was a hot
one at the beginning of the week but seemed to cool off the last half. It was great
to see all the youth’s projects and hard work on display during the week. It was
also amazing to see the communities support in the fair through the sale!

This month is going to be another busy month! Multiple programs are happening
including, A Day in the Woods — Prescribed Fire, the Jackson County Cattlemen’s
Bus Tour, and Beef and Forage Night. We are also preparing for the 63™ Annual
Farm-City Field Day at Russ Farms, Farm Science Review, and Beef Artificial
Insemination School in September/October. If you are interest in any of these
programs, see the end of the newsletter for the flyers and more information.

We just released a new episode of the Agronomy and Farm Management Podcast
covering “Questions to Ask When Investing in On-Farm Storage”. If you have
time, be sure to check it out at the link below:

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-145-questions-to-ask-when-investing-
in-on-farm/id1385727972?i=1000662477280

As always, if you have any questions or topics you are interested in for
programming, please feel free to reach out!

Have a great and safe August!

Josh Winters
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator

The Ohio State University

College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640

740-286-5044 Office

winters.249(@osu.edu
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August 7" — Main Street TV

August 9" — A Day in the Woods — Prescribed Fire*

August 12" — Livestock Committee Meeting

August 14" — Agronomy and Farm Management Podcast

August 17" — Cattlemen’s Bus Tour
August 19" — Farmers Club Meeting

August 22" — Beef and Forage Field Night
August 27" — Pesticide Exam

CalendarLabs
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Continuing to Do the Little Things Right
By: Garth Ruff, Beef Cattle Field Specialist, Ohio State University Extension
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beet/2024/07/24/continuing-to-doing-the-little-things-right/

Summer is here, and there is no shortage of things to be done around the farm to keep producers busy. Spring
born calves are growing and bulls are either turned out or will be in the near future. Summer is a time to manage
pastures and continue making stored forages.

This is the time of year to start thinking about what your marketing plan for the spring calf crop may look like.
It’s never too early to have this discussion. As calf prices remain high, I have gotten the question a couple of
times asking about the return on investment with regards to preconditioning cattle in 2024.

My answer remains the same. “If it is the right thing to do when cattle prices are lower, it is still the right thing
to do when cattle are selling high.” It’s your reputation and the perception of your cattle management program
at stake. While cattle are selling well in the current market, any value-added practices implemented now will
reduce the risk of cattle getting sick, or not performing for the next owner.

During the summer it is easy to get a case of corn planter-itis or hay baler-itis and not think about marketing
calves that are still on the cow. I am guilty of it too; the last 60 days have been an absolute whirlwind.

What are those things that a cow-calf producer or backgrounder can do to add value to their calves? These
practices are not new or earth shattering, just good calf management to add value to a calf crop.

e Manage Heath — It’s 2024 and we are still talking about vaccination strategies for beef herds.
Vaccinating against core diseases with at least two rounds of the core vaccinations to add value
to calves. The core vaccinations we often talk about include BVD, Bovine Respiratory Disease
Complex, and a clostridial (blackleg shot). Pinkeye seems to be raring it’s head in parts of the
state again this summer, thinking about whole herd protection in the way of autogenous
vaccinations has provided relief in some herds in Southeast Ohio. Work with your local
veterinarian to ensure calves are heathy when they leave your farm.

o Wean with Intent — With feeder cattle prices still high, there is significant value in low-risk
calves. Having calves weaned at a minimum for 45 days (or 60), healthy, and broke to a feed
bunk provides some insurance to the backgrounder or feedyard that may purchase them. Buyers
remember the cattle that performed well and those that didn’t. When we use the term reputation
cattle it often used in the positive, for those groups of cattle that performed well and therefore the
buyer would purchase again.

o Sorting — Not all cattle of the same age should be marketed at the same time if there are
significant differences in weight, size, type, and kind. Buyers are looking to put together as
uniform of groups of cattle as possible. Work with whoever you market your cattle with, to see
where the demand is for a given group of cattle at a given time.

o Think About Next Year — As it relates to uniformity, lot size is a limiting factor to the price
buyers are willing to pay. Data out of the University of Kentucky shows that lots of 10 head of
cattle bring a significant premium over single animals. Cows that calved late in 2024 are likely to
calve late in 2025 without significant intervention such as a presynchronization program. Culling
late calving cows or cows that have the smallest, lowest performing calves is one way to improve
uniformity going forward.


https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/07/24/continuing-to-doing-the-little-things-right/
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e Overcome Tradition — Just because you have always sold a group of calves on August 14 every
year, doesn’t mean that is the right thing to do this year to maximize profit potential for you calf
crop. Watch the markets and plan accordingly.

At the time of writing this, the forecast appears to call for some hot and dry weather in the coming weeks. If
pasture and forage quality begins to regress more than the usual summer slump, feeding any left over hay from
2023 or purchasing corn may be a short term supplementation strategy.

Mechanically Controlling Weeds in Pastures
By: Ted Wiseman, OSU Extension, Perry County
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beet/2024/07/31/mechanically-controlling-weeds-in-pastures/

Maintaining high-quality pastures is crucial for Ohio’s beef producers. Weeds compete with forages
for nutrients, water, and sunlight, potentially lowering the quality and quantity of the forage available
to grazing livestock. Weeds can significantly impact pasture quality and even cause livestock health
issues if poisonous species are consumed. Traditional weed control methods include mechanical
(mowing), chemical, burning, and biological controls. In 2021 we finished a three-year study focused
on mechanical mowing, aiming to understand how different mowing schedules impact weed and
forage growth.

In this project we had eight different treatments and were replicated four times. Treatments consisted
of a Control (no mowing), mowing one time in June, July, August, September, mowing twice in
June/August, July/September and mowing monthly June to September. Each plot was 15%20 feet
with a one-foot border. Forage and weed samples were collected at the beginning of each month
from June to September. Cattle grazed the paddock between sample collections, and plots were
mowed to a height of four inches after grazing. Weights of dry matter (DM) from weeds and forages
were recorded to compare the impact of different mowing schedules.

The following table shows the results for the three year average Dry Matter (DM) for forages and
weeds.

Mowing Treatments
MNone June July August  September  JunefAug  July/Sept JunelJuly

August/Sept
Forage 7538 6480 7574 16,592 7,479 7173 6,320 5,906
Ibs
DiM/ac
Weed 367 395 264 319 274 350 295 214
lIbs
DiM/ac

Monthly mowing significantly reduced weed presence but is not practical for most producers due to
time and cost constraints, it also resulted in lowest amount of forages. Mowing in June alone resulted
in higher weed yields, possibly due to early canopy opening allowing more sunlight for weed growth.
Ironically this treatment had more weeds than doing nothing. Cocklebur was the major weed we had
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in all these plots, it could still flower and produce seed regardless of treatment. Only mowing once
during the season July or September effectively managed weeds and had higher forage quantity.
The location is what | would consider a typical southeastern Ohio pasture predominantly fescue,
clover, and some orchard grass. Besides cocklebur other weeds included Canada thistle,
Pennsylvania smartweed, horse nettle, burdock, and ribwort plantain.

There are many factors in grazing pastures that could affect how this study could compare to your
own operation. But if you are battling cocklebur, more than likely you will need in include herbicides in
your pasture management program.

Worsening Drought Conditions Across Southern Ohio

By: Aaron Wilson

Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2024-24/worsening-drought-conditions-
across-southern-ohio

As I write this article on Monday afternoon, showers and a few embedded storms are rolling across the
Buckeye State. However, for southern and southeastern Ohio, this has largely not been the case for the
last several weeks. Precipitation over the past 30-to-60-days is running 25-75% of normal, with some
parts of Pickaway, Ross, Noble, Morgan, Washington, Monroe, and Belmont Counties receiving less
than 2 inches over this period (Figure 1). As a result, the latest US Drought Monitor depicts about 8% of
Ohio in D2-Severe Drought and
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Figure 1). Departure from normal precipitation for the last 60-days (percent of normal). Figure courtesy
of the Southern Regional Climate Center.

abnormally dry conditions or worse being felt by approximately 70% of the state. This has led to notable
crop stress on drier ground, deep cracks in the ground from the lack of soil moisture, poor pasture
conditions, and short-cuttings of hay. Producers are encouraged to provide observations from their
locations by submitting a Condition Monitoring Observer Report (go.osu.edu/drought cmor). For more
information and resources, please visit our Drought Conditions and Resources Knowledge Exchange
page or visit the State Climate Office of Ohio.

Weather Focast

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
10 Valid 00Z Tue Jul 23 2024
: Thru 00Z Tue Jul 30 2024
.01 IFssued: 1?50\;%Phéun Jul 22 2024
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Figure 2). Precipitation forecast from the Weather Prediction Center for S’pm M;nday July 22 - 8pm
Monday July 29, 2024.

Scattered showers and storms are possible on Tuesday through Thursday this week, before high pressure
and drier air moves in for the weekend. However, widespread heavy rain is not expected. The Weather
Prediction Center is currently forecasting 0.01-0.50” for the state over the next 7 days (Figure 2), though
locally heavier amounts are possible. Temperatures will generally rise into the low to mid 80s each day
with overnight lows in the 60s, about average for mid to late July.

The 8-14 day outlook from the Climate Prediction Center and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from
NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center show temperatures are likely to be above average with
precipitation probability leaning toward wetter than average (Figure 3). Climate averages include a high-
temperature range of 83-86°F, a low-temperature range of 60-66°F, and weekly total precipitation of


https://go.osu.edu/drought_cmor
https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response
https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response
https://climate.osu.edu/
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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Figure 3) Climate Prediction Center 8—] 4 Day Outlook valid for July 30 - August 5, 2024, for left)
temperatures and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, normal, or above
normal conditions.

Clipping Pastures: An Age-Old Debate
By: Mike Rankin, Hay and Forage Grower Senior Editor
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/07/30/clipping-pastures-an-age-old-debate/

Farmers are known to have strong opinions and often readily express them. From a pasture management
perspective, few topics illicit stronger feelings than when the clipping topic is put on the table.

I recently returned from a grazing dairy where I didn’t even have to broach the subject. As we walked down the
lane to a far-off paddock, the farmer passionately went into a dissertation of why he routinely clips pastures after
the first or second rotation. I’ve also been on farms where a strong stance was taken for not clipping.

The primary reason for clipping is to improve the forage quality of the pasture by eliminating the taller mature
stems and seedheads. This sets pasture plants back to a vegetative state and creates a uniform stubble height. In
doing so, the mature stems don’t restrict animals from accessing the vegetative growth in the lower canopy during
the next rotation. A secondary reason to clip pastures — but with little economic significance — is simply that of
visual appeal.

Clipping pastures doesn’t occur without some expense. There are labor and machinery costs involved, which are
going to total $15 to $20 per acre on most farms. Assuming pastures are not cut too short and the clippings are
evenly spread so as not to smother existing plants, the improvement in forage quality can more than pay for the
cost of clipping.

As a general observation, dairy farmers are more apt to clip pastures than beef or sheep farmers. This is simply
because a lactating dairy cow requires a higher plane of nutrition than her meat animal counterparts.

How a pasture is clipped is just as important as if it is clipped. Clipping can set a pasture back if the cutting height
is too low. Four inches is considered a minimum height, but 6 to 8 inches is more desirable. The idea is to leave as
much green vegetative plant tissue as possible to enhance regrowth. Keep in mind that animals may initially not
graze below the clipping height because of the rigid stem stubble. Clipping can be done using a rotary, disc, or


https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/07/30/clipping-pastures-an-age-old-debate/
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sickle mower. Cutting height is more important than the chosen tool.

Another possible economic advantage for clipping is to eliminate weed seedheads before the seeds become viable.
This will work for annual and winter annual weeds, but clipping some perennial weeds such as Canada thistle may
actually exasperate the problem. Although it’s true that repeated clippings can weaken the root systems of
perennials, most pastures only are being clipped once per year, and clipping just makes them more resilient. If
annual weeds are clipped too late, this might result in the spread of viable weed seed to other pastures.

Soil moisture needs to be considered before making the decision to clip pastures. If moisture is limiting, and there
is no reason to believe that the situation will improve, refrain or delay clipping. Even though the taller forage may
be lower quality, it will help shade the soil surface and save moisture; it will also preserve root mass. Under dry
conditions, clipping can inhibit regrowth, especially if the cutting height is too low. If clipping is done with
marginal soil moisture available, ensure that no green plant tissue is removed.

Grass species may also come into play when making a clipping decision. Some species lodge or get trampled
easier than others. For example, orchardgrass stems seem to stand up through thick and thin. If Kentucky 31
fescue dominates your pastures, there may good reason to clip off the highly toxic seedheads.

Some farms are able to successfully avoid clipping by running high stock densities in small paddocks while
moving animals frequently. This results in sufficient trampling and allows the height of new growth to exceed that
of the trampled plants. A relatively high level of management is needed for this type of system.

As with the numerous articles written about the virtues and evils of pasture clipping, perhaps no minds have been
changed with this one. If you can manage your pastures in such a way that no clipping is needed, good for you. On
the flip side, there are some good reasons to clip once or possibly twice a year if conditions are right and higher
quality forage is desired. The clipping decision, in most cases, won’t make or break the farm.

Understanding the IRS’s Perspective on Hobby Farms
By: Robert Moore
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-07262024-1032am/understanding-irs%E2%80%99s-perspective-

hobby-farms

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has specific guidelines for determining whether a farming activity is
considered a business or a hobby. This distinction is crucial because it affects how expenses and losses
are treated for tax purposes. Farmers who engage in agricultural activities must understand these
guidelines to ensure they comply with tax laws and maximize their deductions.

Defining Hobby Farms vs. Business Farms

The IRS considers several factors to determine if a farming operation is a for-profit business or merely a
hobby. A farm classified as a hobby cannot deduct losses against other income, whereas a business farm
can. The primary difference lies in the intent to make a profit.

The 3-out-of-5-Years Rule

One of the key benchmarks used by the IRS is the "3-out-of-5-years" rule. According to this rule, a
farming activity is presumed to be for-profit if it has made a profit in at least three of the last five tax
years. For horse breeding, training, showing, or racing, this period extends to two out of seven years. If
the farm meets this criterion, the IRS assumes the activity is profit-oriented unless there is evidence to
the contrary.

Factors Considered by the IRS


https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-07262024-1032am/understanding-irs%E2%80%99s-perspective-hobby-farms
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-07262024-1032am/understanding-irs%E2%80%99s-perspective-hobby-farms
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Even if a farm does not meet the 3-out-of-5-years rule, it can still be considered a business based on
other factors. The IRS evaluates the following criteria to assess the profit motive:

e Manner of Operation: Is the farm run in a businesslike manner? This includes maintaining
accurate books and records, having a separate bank account, and implementing strategies to
improve profitability.

o Expertise: Does the taxpayer have expertise or consult with experts to make the farming
operation profitable? This factor looks at the knowledge and experience of the farmer or their
reliance on professional advice.

e Time and Effort: How much time and effort does the taxpayer put into the farming activity?
Significant personal involvement can indicate a profit motive.

e Asset Appreciation: Does the value of the farming assets (such as land and equipment) increase
over time? Appreciation can suggest a profit intent, even if the farm incurs losses.

o History of Income or Losses: What is the history of income and losses in the farming activity?
Occasional profits or a trend towards profitability can support the profit motive.

o Financial Status: Does the taxpayer have substantial income from other sources? If the taxpayer
relies on farming as their primary income, it is more likely to be seen as a business.

o Elements of Personal Pleasure: Does the taxpayer derive personal pleasure or recreation from the
farming activity? While enjoyment does not automatically classify an activity as a hobby, it can
be a contributing factor.

Tax Deductions and Hobby Farms

If the IRS deems a farm a hobby, the taxpayer can only deduct expenses up to the amount of income
generated by the hobby. This means that hobby farms cannot use losses to offset other income.
Conversely, a business farm can deduct all ordinary and necessary expenses related to the farming
activity, even if they exceed income, potentially reducing overall taxable income.

Record Keeping and Documentation

Maintaining meticulous records is essential for farmers to substantiate their profit motive. This includes
keeping receipts, invoices, and detailed logs of farming activities. Proper documentation helps
demonstrate the businesslike operation of the farm and supports the claim of profitability.

Conclusion

Understanding how the IRS views hobby farms versus business farms is critical for farmers to manage
their tax obligations effectively. The 3-out-of-5-years rule provides a clear benchmark, but other factors
also play a significant role in determining the nature of the farming activity. By operating in a
businesslike manner and keeping thorough records, farmers can maximize their tax deductions and
ensure compliance with IRS regulations.
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Jackson County Cattlemen Association
2024 Summer Farm Bus Tour!

Open to Everyone!

Raines Farms & Greenhouse - Seedstock, Cow / Calf, Feedlot
Seaman, OH

MapleCrest Farms- Seedstock, Cow/Calf, Direct To Consumer Marketing per person |
Hillsboro, OH _

Robert Kiser & Dr. Caleb Bohrer - Cow/Calf, Backgrounding, Finishing
Hillsboro,OH

Bus will meet at Jackson OSU Extension Office - Depart at 8AM
Lunch Provided!
Purchase tickets from any Board Member, Jackson Ag Service, or Jackson Meats!

[ SATURDAY | AUGUST17TH | 8AM - 5PM

Follow on Facebook at Kyle Fannin
Jackson County Cattlemen’s Association 740.418.5303
Tickets available at Jackson Ag Service or Jackson Meats @ Justin Spengler

740.213.0879
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Beef and

Forage Field
Night

August 22, 2024
5:00 - 8:30 p.m.
19 Standpipe Road, Jackson, OH

.di} '-. I - 1'-,,'
i Tl '-

N ' .
Pre-registration Session 1: “Minimizing Risk while Optimizing
Profit with Stocker Cattle” — Garth Ruff, OSU Field

1S required! Specialist, Beef Cattle
COST: $15/person (includes meal)
DEADLINE: register by August 19th Session 2: “Pinkeye Update: Management and

Control” — Dr. Justin Kieffer, OSU Professional

introductions and dinner at 5:30 p.m.

Program will begin at 6 p.m. . . .
2 8 P Session 3: “Conservation Practices for Manure

Register via the QR Code below: Related Resources Concerns” — TJ Oliver, NRCS
Ross County

Session 4: “"Beef Cattle Nutrition: An All-Year
Plan” — Southern Ohio ANR Educators

Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) Credit is Available!

You may also mail a check to: Ohio State

University For more information, contact:

19 Standpipe Rd Scott Payne, JARS Manager: 740-286-3803

Jackson, OH, 45640, Garth Ruff, OSUE Beef Field Specialist: 740-651-7140
(include "Beef and Forage™ in the memo line). Josh Winters, OSUE Jackson County, ANR: 740-688-5029

College of Food, Agricultural,
and Environmental Sciences

A THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION
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chsrfials on 8 nandiscr misstory basiz For mans nfossSon




August 2024

Jackson County Farmers Club Presents
Save The Date!!
63" Farm-City Field Day
September 12, 2024

g
Jda i
t .'f__

. St e . gt e 3 =

1 THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY g More Inf e

W EAXTEMSION Josh Winters
740-688-5029

College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences
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COLLEGE OF FODD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Beef Cattle rtificial
Insemination School

Are you looking to implement more effective reproductive
strategies to your cattle herd? This Artificial Insemination
Schoal is for youl

Each day Ohio State University Extension educators and faculty
members will share information and instruction critical to the

process. Space is LIMITED to the first 20 applicants! Registration
fees are non-refundable. Registrants will be notified when they
are accepted into the class.

= DATE: October 1%, 2™ 3™ 2024
* TIME: 9:00 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.

» LOCATIOM: Jackson Agriculture Research Station, 17
Standpipe Road, Jackson, OH, 45640

» Cost: 5150 per person (includes program materials and meals)

Scan the QR code to register, or simply visit:
https://osu.azl gualtrics.com/ife/form/5V _cNMN3gnDxfCBKDie

For more information, visit jockson.osu.edu

0 THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

EXTEMSHIN
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October 1%

Session Includes:
Advanced Reproductive Tract

Anatomy and Physiology
Estrous Synchronization
Basic Al Instruction and equipment
Intro to Reproductive Tract
Anatomy Hands-On

October 2
Session Includes:
Semen Handling from Tank to Cow
Preparing for Calving
Value of Reproduction Management
Pasture Management
semen Handling
Al Hands-On

October 3
Session Includes:
EPLYs
Semen Handling,
Al Hands-On

05U Extension Contacts:
Josh Winters, lackson County
P: 740-688-5029

E: winters. 2489@&os5u.edu

lordan Penrose, Morgan County

=_=r

P: 740-8962-4854
E: penrose 30@osu.edu
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Upcoming 2024 Pesticide Exam Dates

Exam Dates and Location

The Jackson County Extension Office
17 Standpipe Rd. Jackson, Ohio 45640

February 27th - 10:00am — 2:00pm
April 30™ - 10:00am — 2:00pm
June 25™ - 10:00am — 2:00pm

August 271 - 10:00am — 2:00pm
October 29™ - 10:00am — 2:00pm

; ﬂ;t CP W e )
\ > S »

{ 1 THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY For More Information Call:
W EXTENSION Josh Winters

740-688-5029

College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences
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