
 
 December 2023            1 
 

Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

It’s hard to believe that it’s almost 2024! I hope everyone had a safe and healthy 
harvest and the start of the holiday season. As I reflect on my first full year as the 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator, I am grateful to be surrounded by 
the community of Jackson County. Thank you to everyone who has helped me 
along the way and continue to help grow this program for the better. 

As we prepare for the holiday season, I would like to invite everyone to join the 
Jackson County Farmers Club for their Christmas dinner on Monday December 
18th at the Scioto Township building at 4701 State Route 776. Please call me at 
740-688-5029 if you plan to attend, so we can get an accurate headcount. 

This month, I plan to do a lot of end of the year recording and to begin planning 
programs for the start of the 2024 year! Please see the attached programs at the 
end of the newsletter for programs in the surrounding counties that you may be 
interested in. I would also like to share that I am a co-host on an OSU Extension 
podcast called the Agronomy and Farm Management podcast. It can be found on 
apple podcast or follow this link:  

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/agronomy-and-farm-
management/id1385727972 

 
My colleague, Bruce Clevenger, and I manage the Farm Management side of the 
podcast where we have done topics including leases, farm transition planning, 
timber sales, and many more. 
 
Like always, if you have any questions or topic suggestions, do not hesitate to 
reach out! 
 
Have a great holiday season! 
Josh Winters  
 
Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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Time to Plan a Winter-Feeding Program 
By: Garth Ruff, Beef Cattle Field Specialist, Ohio State University Extension 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/11/01/time-to-plan-a-winter-feeding-program/ 
 
As we slide into autumn, harvest season is among us, and it is fairly dry here in Ohio’s cow country. Several 
folks are beginning to feed hay early, begging the question: Do you have enough hay? If not, what are your 
plans for winter feed? 

Unlike most years the hay season across the southern two-thirds of Ohio was relatively timely. A large 
percentage of first cutting hay was made three to six weeks ahead of a “normal” schedule. While first cutting 
hay quality is better on average than the past few years, tonnage was reduced. Second and third cuttings of 
mixed grass hay were also fairly timely as the weather pattern turned dry in mid-August. 

Being short on hay for the winter isn’t a make-or-break decision as there are several options available to feed 
cattle. 
 
Buying Hay 
The most obvious solution is to buy more hay to make up for any shortages in supply. If looking to buy hay the 
time is likely now as hay prices should continue to rise throughout the late fall and winter months. 

When buying any volume of hay having a forage analysis should be non-negotiable as not all hay is worth the 
asking price. Knowing the nutrient content of a lot of hay is the only surefire way to know the value of the 
forage that is being purchased. 

Upon receiving a forage analysis, important numbers to look for are Total Digestible Nutrients (TDN), Crude 
Protein, and Neutral Detergent Fiber (NDF). A hay sample with a TDN value of less than 60, will not provide 
sufficient energy to a 1200 beef cow. Crude protein can have a great range depending on forage type and 
cutting. The value for NDF is an indicator of forage digestibility, the lower the number the better. Grass have 
with an NDF above 60 percent is often mature grass with lower digestibility. Visual appraisal and smell are 
good indicators to evaluate spoilage and weathering more so than forage quality. 

I get a couple questions each year about purchasing individually wrapped bales of Baleage. Once again, a 
forage analysis should be in hand and knowing whether or not the forage was baled at the right moisture is key. 
Properly made baleage is between 45 and 60 percent moisture. 

Supplementing Grain 
Cereal grains, especially corn are often more cost effectives sources of energy than forage. As harvest continues 
and corn futures hover near or below $5 per bushel, corn coupled with some lower quality, cheaper forage may 
be an option to help get cattle through the winter months. 

Feeding 2-3 pounds of corn per head, per day to fall calves or gestating cows will stretch short hay supplies. 

Grazing Corn Residue 
Stan Smith, not too long ago had an article in the Ohio Beef Letter on feeding corn stalks. Although baling corn 
stalks is an option, I would agree with Stan that grazing corn residue is by far the most economical way to 
utilize them as a feed source. Consider principles of rotational grazing when doing so, allowing cattle to 
optimize the available dry matter and to redistribute nutrients more evenly across the crop field. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/11/01/time-to-plan-a-winter-feeding-program/
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Back Up the Truck 
Cattle prices remain historically strong. Pencil out purchasing supplemental feed versus culling a few of the 
lower performers in the herd. 

Culling productive females is a tough decision (ask ranchers in the West), especially as the national cow herd 
continues to contract, leading to an even smaller 2024 calf crop than what we had this year. Short calf supply 
will lead to continues strength in the cattle market going forward. 

Economics and moisture going into winter will dictate what Ohio cattle producers decide to do with regards to 
over wintering cows. There isn’t a one size fits all answer to making up for feed shortages but having a plan can 
save some headache when the weather turns cold. 

Should I be Concerned about Contagious Abscesses in my Small Ruminant Operation? 
By: Dr. Beth Johnson, DVM, Director of Animal Health, Kentucky Department of Agriculture 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/11/28/should-i-be-concerned-about-contagious-abscesses-in-my-small-
ruminant-operation/ 
 
Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis infection, also known as 
caseous lymphadenitis (CL) is a bacterial disease which infects 
sheep and goats. The bacteria prefers to set up shop in the lymph 
nodes of sheep and goats, resulting in a walled off abscess of 
caseous material within the lymph node. As we all know, lymph 
nodes are present throughout the body; therefore, this bacteria can 
infect both external and internal lymph nodes resulting in 
unthriftiness, loss of milk and meat production, premature culling 
and is responsible for many sudden deaths. When the abscesses 
are present within internal lymph nodes, the kidney, liver, 
gastrointestinal tract, lungs and even brain tissue may be affected. 
Animals become infected by exposure to infectious exudate from 
a draining abscess or contact with a contaminated inanimate object, i.e. feed troughs, in the environment which 
have been contaminated by the exudate from a draining abscess. 
 
Treatment: When a sheep or goat develops an external abscess, it should be isolated from the herd as soon as 
possible and monitored for the abscess to “ripen”. The abscess will continue to grow and develop until it 
becomes mature enough to lance and flush. When the hair or wool starts to fall out over the abscess, the abscess 
will usually rupture on its own within a few days. Unfortunately, the producer does not notice many abscesses, 
especially under the ear, until they see the drainage. It is better to lance the abscess and flush out with a 
disinfectant and apply a disinfectant spray over the wound which will speed up recovery. Abscesses should be 
lanced in an area that can be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected and all exudate gathered and properly disposed 
of in a safe and biosecure method. The recovering sheep or goat should be placed in a quarantine pen until the 
abscess is completely healed to reduce the risk of exposure to the rest of the herd. 
 
Control: Once a herd is infected with CL, the producer should attempt to control the risk of infection through 
the use of quarantining infected animals, and lancing or surgically removing the abscesses. Vaccination of the 
susceptible animals and culling diseased animals should also be a form of reducing the incidence of disease 
within the herd. 
 
Vaccination: There is a vaccine approved for use in sheep, Case-bac© available. One should not use the sheep 
approved vaccine in goats. An autogenous vaccine can be produced by a laboratory that performs this function 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/11/28/should-i-be-concerned-about-contagious-abscesses-in-my-small-ruminant-operation/
https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/11/28/should-i-be-concerned-about-contagious-abscesses-in-my-small-ruminant-operation/
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through assistance with the veterinary diagnostic laboratory and your veterinarian. Many autogenous vaccine 
companies require 1000 or more doses to be manufactured so discuss this with your veterinarian and the lab 
making the vaccine. Administration of the vaccines should follow manufacturer’s directions. I have 
recommended vaccinating kids and lambs at 1-2 months of age followed by a booster in 2-4 weeks. Booster CL 
vaccinations should be given every 6-12 months to maintain protection against this bacterial infection. The 
vaccine should be administered to both young and adult sheep and goats. 
One must remember that once an animal is vaccinated it will probably test positive on serological testing for C. 
pseudotuberculosis. Therefore vaccination for CL is not recommended in herds selling replacement animals to 
individuals requesting a negative serological test. As with all vaccinations, protection is not 100% effective, so 
the producer must combine good biosecurity, treatment, and vaccination to control this disease. 
 
Testing: To confirm the presence of Corynebacteria pseudotuberculosis, CL, in a herd, it is highly 
recommended that all exudate from external abscesses be submitted for bacteriological culture to confirm that it 
is C. pseudotuberculosis. There is also a serological test to detect antibodies to an endotoxin produced by the 
bacteria. Interpretation of a positive serological test does not confirm infection. What it does confirm is that the 
sheep or goat has been exposed to the bacteria. Serological testing is more useful to confirm the presence of 
caseous lymphadenitis in a herd rather than an individual animal. 
 
Biosecurity: As with all infectious diseases, such as foot rot, infectious keratoconjunctivitis (aka Pinkeye), 
abscesses and even parasitic infections, a producer should quarantine all new animal additions for a period of 
thirty (30) days. During this time, a fecal exam and/or serological testing can be performed on the new sheep or 
goat to test for internal parasites and other infectious diseases. Producers can respond with treatment if 
necessary. If a serological test for CL is performed and the initial test is negative, a second test should be 
performed in 30 days to confirm negative status. 
 
Conclusion: If you are selling replacement animals, your main emphasis should be to provide the purchaser 
with an animal that you are proud to say came from your herd/flock. As a producer, you most certainly do not 
want to sell a sheep or goat that 1) develops an abscess either, internally or externally, and contaminates the 
new owner’s herd or, 2) becomes infected internally and dies. To be a reputable breeder, become aware of the 
signs of CL and make sure that you manage your herd appropriately to protect your herd/flock and those who 
buy from you. Don’t underestimate the disease; I addressed this issue with a client years ago that had purchased 
a mature buck for quite a bit of change and the buck developed an abscess in its brain tissue and had to be 
euthanized. Prior to having this happen, they had told me several times that CL was just a disease you had to 
live with and was not a huge concern! 
 
Harvest Delays - Light vs. Temperature 
By: Alexander Lindsey, Aaron Wilson, Osler Ortez 
Source:  https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-39/harvest-delays-light-vs-temperature 
 
There has been a lot of discussion about the crop yields from 2023 in Ohio, from early reports of crop 
stress in May and June to greater than anticipated yield values for many producers this fall. Yield reports 
of >110 bu/ac wheat harvested in July were reported in parts of Ohio, and better than anticipated yields in 
some corn and soybean fields while others have experienced lower than anticipated yield. Harvest 
progress of corn has been delayed from normal for many farmers (Figure 1). On the last USDA report 
(week ending 10/29/23), corn harvested for grain in Ohio was at 29%, compared to 53% last year and 
49% in the 5-year average for this time of the year. On the soybean side, 80% of soybean were reported 
as harvested, which was slightly below last year (85%), and a bit ahead from the 5-year average (76%). 
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Figure 1. Corn and soybean harvest progress in Ohio for week ending on 10/29/23. Source: USDA-
NASS. 
Many questions have been raised on the role that haze from Canadian wildfires may have played on 
seasonal crop growth this year. Ohio experienced three major episodes of wildfire impacts on June 6-7, 
June 27-29, and July 16-17, with several more days throughout the two-month period of less intense 
smoke-filled skies. However, looking at 2023 compared to historical trends overall radiation availability 
was similar to the 10-year historical average for the three CFAES research stations of Northwest, 
Wooster, and Western (Figure 2). Light availability was higher than normal in May through mid-June, in 
part due to many clear days and below average rainfall. Light availability approached normal levels 
throughout June and July in part due to a slight reduction during the short period of haze, but recovered 
to mimic the 10-year patterns observed in recent past. 
 
Despite the short haze periods, the photons available per heat unit accumulated (PTQ or photothermal 
quotient) were at or above the 10-year average (0-38% greater) aside from July at Western research 
station (6% lower) and September at Northwest (2% below normal). Generally, greater PTQ values 
suggest that more photosynthesis can occur in the same thermal period and could lead to greater yields. 
 

Northwest Agricultural Research Station, Custar, OH 

Accumulated Daily Light Integral (DLI) Accumulated Growing Degree Days (GDDs) 
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Western Agricultural Research Station, South Charleston, OH 

Accumulated Daily Light Integral (DLI) Accumulated Growing Degree Days (GDDs) 

 

 

Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center, Wooster, OH 

Accumulated Daily Light Integral (DLI) Accumulated Growing Degree Days (GDDs) 
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Figure 2. Daily light integral (left) and accumulated growing degree days, base 50°F (right), and the 
10-year averages for three Ohio locations of Northwest Agricultural Research Station in Custar 
(upper row), Western Agricultural Research Station in South Charleston (middle row), and the 
Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center in Wooster (bottom row) in 2023. 
Contrastingly, accumulated Growing Degree Days (GDDs) were below the 10-year average for every 
location this year (Figure 2). The same pattern that brought the frequent spells of wildfire smoke, 
northerly wind flow out of Canada, kept temperatures below average for the summer (Figure 3 - left). It 
is possible the cooler temperatures helped crop’s periods of water deficit better this year than in years 
past, but also can have contributed to the slow drydown experienced by many farmers this year. 

 
Figure 3. Summer (June – August) average temperature departure compared to normal (1991-
2020) for 2023 (left) and 1992 (right) for Ohio. Green shading indicates below normal temperatures 
for the period. Figures courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center 
(https://mrcc.purdue.edu). 
Interesting to note, several folks have commented that this summer reminded them of the summer of 
1992. Looking at that year’s temperature difference compared to average (Figure 3 - right), temperatures 
were cooler in 1992 than this past summer. Mt. Pinatubo erupted in June 1991 and is often pointed to as a 
main reason for cooler global temperatures in the year that followed. Volcanic emissions circled around 
the globe high in the atmosphere throughout the tropical and sub-tropical regions, reflecting and 
absorbing solar radiation and cooling the Northern Hemisphere surface temperatures by about 0.9-1°F. 
Overall, the cooler temperatures and slower accumulation of GDDs can be the largest contributor to 
delayed corn harvest this year. Cooler overall conditions could have led to slightly higher than normal 
PTQ values for the season, which also may help explain the higher than anticipated yields in the wheat 
crop this summer. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/
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Sales Timing Pushes Cattle on Feed Inventory Higher 
By: Josh Maples, Assistant Professor & Extension Economist, Department of Agricultural Economics, Mississippi 
State University 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/11/22/sales-timing-pushes-cattle-on-feed-inventory-higher/ 
 
The timing of feeder cattle sales led to higher year-over-year November 1st inventories of cattle on feed despite 
tighter overall cattle supplies this year. Total cattle on feed was reported at 11.9 million head on November 1 
which is 1.7 percent above a year ago. This increase might seem at odds with the lower calf crop totals in recent 
years. However, the “larger-than” feedlot inventory months are likely to be short-lived as the backdrop to cattle 
markets continues to be herd liquidation and tight supplies. 

 
Placements of cattle into feedlots during October 2023 totaled 2.2 million head which was 3.8 percent above 
October 2022. This follows a 6.1 percent increase in cattle placed during September 2023 compared to a year 
ago. While higher than a year ago, placements in October were lower than the average of pre-report estimates. 
The increase was within the range of expectations, so this report is not a big surprise like the October 1 report 
was. 
 
Similar to the larger September placements, there are a variety of reasons for the larger placements in October. 
Stronger market prices amid tough pasture conditions are likely the two largest drivers of more feeder cattle 
moving into feedlots during the past two months. When faced with the decision of whether to keep cattle longer 
(with limited feedstuffs availability in some regions like the southeast) or take advantage of the strong market 
prices, it appears many producers decided to sell or move cattle into feedlots a little earlier. 

Despite the larger totals in September and October, placements during January through October 2023 are about 
1 percent lower than the same period a year ago. The larger placements in recent months are likely to come at 
the expense of lower placements in future months. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/11/22/sales-timing-pushes-cattle-on-feed-inventory-higher/
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Ten legal tips for the fall hunting season 
By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Attorney and Director, Agricultural & Resource Law Program 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/wed-11222023-207pm/ten-legal-tips-fall-hunting-season 
 
The fall hunting season is upon us, and landowners across Ohio are being asked to give permission to 
allow hunting on their land. That means now is a good time for a refresher on the laws that affect Ohio 
landowners and hunting.  Here are ten legal tips for landowners considering hunting activities on their 
land. 
 

1. Ohio law requires permission in writing--but landowners should review the permission 
form and know who they’ve permitted.   Ohio law requires a hunter to obtain a hunting 
license and written permission from a landowner or the landowner’s agent before hunting on 
private lands or waters.  Landowners should expect to be asked to sign the permission form 
provided by ODNR, which is available on ODNR’s website.  The permission form allows a 
landowner to designate a permission period—either the entire hunting season or specific 
dates.  If a hunter uses a different permission form, it might contain additional provisions 
beyond the permission to hunt, such as the right to install a tree stand or a blind on the 
property.  Landowners should have an attorney review a form if unsure of its meaning and 
should document names and contact information for hunters granted permission to hunt on 
the property.  Contact information will be helpful if there is a hunting incident or a need to 
contact the hunter. 
 

2. Know the laws for family members and tenants.  A landowner who is a resident of Ohio, 
the landowner’s spouse, all children of any age, and all grandchildren under the age of 18 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/wed-11222023-207pm/ten-legal-tips-fall-hunting-season
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-1533.17
https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/wildlife/hunting-trapping/Pub8924_PermissiontoHunt.pdf.
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are exempt from the hunting license requirement when hunting on the landowner’s land.  All 
other family members must obtain a hunting license and follow the written permission 
requirement.  When a landowner is not an Ohio resident, only the landowner, spouse, and 
children living with the landowner may hunt without a license, and only if the landowner’s 
state of residency grants the same rights to Ohioans who own land in that state.  In a rental 
situation where a tenant resides on the land, the tenant and the tenant’s children who live on 
the land may hunt on the property without a hunting license and written permission. 

 
3. The hunting license exemption also applies to certain entities.  If the owner of land is a 

limited liability company or a limited liability partnership with three or fewer individual 
members or partners, a member or partner who is a resident of Ohio may hunt on the land 
without a hunting license, as can the member or partner's children of any age and 
grandchildren under the age of 18. If a trust owns the land and has a total of three or fewer 
trustees and beneficiaries, a trustee or beneficiary who is an Ohio resident and their children 
of any age and grandchildren under the age of 18 may hunt on the land without a hunting 
license. 
 

4. A hunter must also have written permission to pursue or retrieve an injured 
animal.  Hunters often mistakenly believe they have the right to pursue an injured animal 
onto another property, but Ohio law says otherwise.  Written permission of a landowner is 
required for each of these hunting activities:  shooting, shooting at, catching, killing, 
injuring, or pursuing a wild animal or bird.  Contrary to popular belief, the law does not 
require a landowner to give a hunter permission to pursue an injured animal—it’s a choice a 
landowner can make. 

 
5. Two Ohio laws can protect landowners from liability for hunting injuries.  The first is 

Ohio’s Recreational User Statute, which states that a landowner has no legal duty to keep 
the premises safe for a hunter and other recreational users who have permission to be on the 
land.  This means the law will protect a landowner from liability if a hunter is harmed while 
on the property, but it won’t protect a landowner who caused the harm through intentional or 
reckless conduct.   Note that the liability protection does not apply if a landowner charges a 
hunter a fee for hunting, unless the fee is a payment made under a hunting lease.   Read 
more about the Recreational User’s Statute in our law bulletin on farmoffice.osu.edu.    A 
second  Ohio law addresses liability for someone who is hunting on land without 
permission.  In that case, Ohio law states a landowner is not liable for “injury, death, or loss 
to person or property” that arises from a violation of the requirement to have a landowner’s 
permission to hunt on the land. 
 

6. Be mindful of the number of hunters who could be on the land.   For safety purposes, a 
landowner should be careful about allowing multiple hunters onto the land at the same 
time.  Strategies for managing multiple hunters include designating a specific parking area 
so hunters know if another hunter is present and setting specific hunting periods for different 
hunters.  Taking reasonable steps to manage multiple hunters will help ensure that someone 
isn’t harmed, and it can also protect a landowner from a potential claim that the Recreational 
User’s Statute shouldn’t apply because the landowner behaved recklessly by not managing 
multiple hunters allowed on the land.  While such a claim might not be legally successful, it 
would require landowners and their insurance providers to prove that the Recreational 
User’s Statute protects the landowner from liability. 

 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/RecreationalUserStatuteJuly2019.pdf


 
 December 2023            11 
 

7. Consider a hunting lease.  Many hunters and hunting groups prefer to secure hunting rights 
through a hunting lease.  A lease can provide a landowner with additional income and is one 
situation where the liability protection of Ohio’s Recreational User Statute applies even if a 
payment is made to the landowner.  A lease can also address other rights and 
responsibilities, such as number and gender of animals to be taken, placement of tree stands 
and blinds, use of feeders and bait, where animals may be cleaned, and property 
maintenance activities by hunters.  See our law bulletin on hunting lease considerations in 
the property law library on farmoffice.osu.edu at https://farmoffice.osu.edu/our-
library/property-law. 
 

8. Ohio laws address harm to property caused by hunters.  What if a landowner gives 
permission to a hunter, but then that hunter causes property damage?  Ohio’s hunting law is 
one law that can help.  It prohibits a hunter from acting in a “negligent, careless or reckless 
manner so as to injure persons or property.”  A hunter who violates this law can face first 
degree misdemeanor charges and revocation of the hunting license and must also pay 
compensation to the harmed landowner.  Ohio’s reckless destruction of vegetation law is a 
second helpful law.  It allows a landowner to seek compensation for “reckless” destruction 
of vegetation, trees, and crops and would address a situation where a hunter acted 
intentionally and without regard for the consequences.  Intentionally cutting down a tree 
without permission or running an ATV through a planted crop are behaviors that could be 
deemed reckless.  Under this law, a landowner could receive triple the amount of the harm 
caused to the property by a hunter’s reckless behavior. 

 
9. It’s a good time to mark property boundaries.   Many of the old fences that marked a 

farm’s property boundaries in Ohio are long gone, and it’s not as easy today for hunters to 
know where one farm begins and another ends.  Especially for landowners who don’t want 
hunting on their land, be sure boundary lines are clear to hunters.  Use corner posts, fences, 
and “no trespassing signs.”  In woodlots, marking the trees on the boundary with paint is 
also helpful. For an overview of woodlot boundary marking, refer to this video from OSU 
Extension at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSYYn_onE80. 

 
10. Ohio has a process for dealing with poachers and trespassers.   Ohio’s “Turn in a 

Poacher” program (TIP) establishes mechanisms for reporting a violation of wildlife laws, 
such as hunting without permission or a license and taking animals out of season.  A person 
can report a violation using an online reporting form on ODNR’s website or by calling the 
TIP hotline at 1-800-POACHER (762-2437).  Incident reporters are encouraged to share 
details such as what happened, the location, vehicle description and license plate, and 
descriptions of suspects.  All information submitted to TIP is confidential, and reporters may 
choose whether or not they are willing to speak with a wildlife officer about the incident.   

 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/Hunting%20Law%20Bulletin%20rev%202018_0.pdf
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/our-library/property-law
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/our-library/property-law
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSYYn_onE80
https://ohiodnr.gov/rules-and-regulations/rules-for-landowners/turn-in-a-poacher
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