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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Hello Jackson County! 

 

One more month until 2024 is over! 2025 is right around the corner and if you 
are like me, you are making goals for next year. My number one goal in 2025 is 
to have more rain! 2024 will go down as a year remembered for how little rain 
we received and the rough yields as a result. It’s been a tough year, but we can be 
optimistic for the future and thankful to count our blessings this holiday season.  

This month, for me, is filled with a lot of trainings to get ready for the next year. 
One big training is pesticide recertification, which will have me spending two 
days in Columbus to be ready to come back and certified those who need it. ODA 
will be mailing out letters to those who need recertification and Jackson County 
will plan to do our recertification on February 20th here at the Extension Office. 
More information to come.  

I would also like to personally invite everyone to the Jackson County Farmers 
Club Christmas dinner at the Scioto Township Building on December 16th from 
6:30pm – 8:00pm! We will have an enjoyable night of fellowship and fun with 
dinner and some games. The meal will cost $15 a person and you will need to 
RSVP before December 11th by calling 740-688-5029.  

If you need anything this month, please do not hesitate to reach out! I hope 
everyone has a good holiday season and a Happy New Year! 

 

Have a great and safe December! 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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December 4th – Agronomy and Farm Management Podcast 

December 5th – Main Street TV 

December 7th – Canter’s Cave Vender Fair 

December 10th, 11th  – Office Closed (Office Training) 

December 16th – Jackson County Farmers Club Christmas Dinner  

December 17th, 18th – Pesticide Inservice (Josh out-of-office) 
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Winter Feeding Beef Cows on Pasture 
By: Garth Ruff, Beef Cattle Field Specialist and Jason Hartschuh, Dairy Management Field Specialist, 
OSU Extension 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/11/20/winter-feeding-beef-cows-on-pasture/ 
 
2024 has been a roller coaster year with regards to pasture production and growth across much of Ohio. 
Here in the east central part of the state, drought took ahold in July and really hasn’t eased up much. 
Pasture conditions continue to rate as poor or very poor and the hay crop was just a small percentage of a 
normal second cutting. Third cutting hay crop was nonexistent across the area. 
 
At a series of programs across the region Jason Hartschuh and I discussed management options for 
winter feeding of beef cows in drought impacted areas the following were some of the highlighted 
discussion points. 
 
Know how much stored forage is available. Taking hay inventory now is key. Not just counting bales, 
but knowing how many tons of forage is available versus what might have to be purchased 
supplementation. Getting out and actually weighing bales is the first step to planning winter feeding. 
 
Don’t guess, forage test. Forage testing is important when developing a supplementation plan. Know 
how much energy, protein, and fiber is in your hay will allow a nutritionist to help plan supplementation 
needs. There is a significant difference in the pounds of supplemental energy required between a poor 
hay sample at 45% Total Digestible Nutrients (TDN) compared to average grass hay with a TDN around 
54-56%. 
 
Find a nutritionist to work with. Having a nutritionist’s contact that can help you formulate diets that 
meet the needs of you cow herd and your goals as a producer are key. We can provide some options and 
education in the area of herd nutrition; however, we as Extension educators are not trained to formulate 
diets on a daily basis. Much like a veterinarian, a relationship with a nutritionist (not just a feed 
salesperson) can be the difference between a profitable calf crop and a trainwreck in managing 
reproduction. 
 
Protein source and cost. Supplementing protein is the highest cost feed component. Location in the state, 
number of head to feed, and ability to handle bulk ingredients will determine what protein sources you 
may consider. Often this discussion revolves around soybean meal and distiller’s grains. Be sure to 
compare costs, and storage options. Protein sources that are high in moisture content such as wet 
distiller’s grains or spent brewer’s grains have shorter shelf lives. 
 
Lick tubs can be a tool, not often the answer. More often than not energy is the limiting factor when it 
comes to supplementing beef cows. While some lick tubs can provide protein, they are usually not a cost-
effective way to provide energy to a cow herd. Not all tubs are made equal, to a degree you get what you 
pay for as some tubs are harder and have higher quality protein sources than others. If feeding corn 
fodder or grazing stalks, tubs may be a protein supplementation option. If tubs fit your management 
approach, compare liquid lick tanks to baked tubs. 
 
Be flexible. When feed is in short supply, flexibility is key. Sometimes the best bet is to reduce the need. 
Culling maybe the best option to get through winter feeding challenges. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/11/20/winter-feeding-beef-cows-on-pasture/
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Drought Slowly Eases Across the State 
By: Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2024-40/drought-slowly-eases-across-state 
 
Climate Summary 
 
The major weather story of 2024 has been the drought 
conditions that began back in June and persisted 
throughout the summer and fall. This was capped off by 
this October ranking as the 7th driest October on record for 
Ohio (1895-2024), with 2024 year-to-date ranking as the 
warmest year for Ohio so far. However, conditions have 
finally started to moisten up over the last few weeks. Two-
four inches of rain has fallen across southern Ohio, with 
much of the state reporting wetter than normal conditions 
(Figure 1). However, soil moisture recharge and 
improvements to streams, rivers, and lakes will take time. 
As of November 12, 2024, the US Drought Monitor shows 
about 5% of the state remains in D4 - exceptional drought 
with about 67% of the state still experiencing drought conditions (D1-D4). 
 
If you are continuing to experience drought impacts or to document improvements, you can view and/or 
submit local reports at the Condition Monitoring Observer Reports page. For a more detailed look at 
conditions and resources, visit our Drought Response Page or for the latest up-to-date conditions, 
seasonal outlooks, and monthly climate summaries, please visit the State Climate Office of Ohio. 

 

Figure 2). Precipitation forecast from the Weather Prediction Center for 7pm Monday November 18 - 7pm 
Monday November 25, 2024. 
 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2024-40/drought-slowly-eases-across-state
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://go.osu.edu/drought_cmor
https://go.osu.edu/drought_cmor
https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response
https://climate.osu.edu/
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Weather Forecast 
 
This week will feature a major weather pattern shift toward much colder conditions. A first in a series of 
cold fronts will bring rain showers to the region on Tuesday but temperatures will remain above normal 
in the 60s. A second cold front will keep showers around on Wednesday, followed by much colder air 
and windy conditions on Thursday. Snow showers and/or a mix of rain and snow are likely on Thursday 
with highs only in the 30s. Winds could gust to 30-40 mph, but snow accumulation should be kept to a 
minimum due to warm ground conditions. Damp conditions will persist on Friday before slowly 
improving weather resumes for the weekend. Highs are expected to close out the week in the 40s with 
overnight lows in the 20s and 30s. The Weather Prediction Center is currently forecasting 0.25-1.00” of 
liquid-equivalent precipitation this week, with higher amounts in northeast Ohio (Figure 2). 
 
The 8-14 day outlook from the Climate Prediction Center and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from 
NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center show that temperatures and precipitation probabilities are 
leaning toward above average (Figure 3). Climate averages include a high-temperature range of 48-52°F, 
a low-temperature range of 32-35°F, and weekly total precipitation of about 0.75.” 

 

Figure 3) Climate Prediction Center 8-14 Day Outlook valid for November 26 – December 2, 2024, for left) 
temperatures and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, normal, or above normal 
conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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Farm Emergency Planning 
By: Dr. John Yost, OSU Extension Educator ANR, Wayne County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/11/26/farm-emergency-planning/ 
 
A farm emergency can take many forms. It could be a barn 
fire on a large dairy farm, or it can be something less 
extreme such as a simple power outage. Emergencies 
aren’t foreseen and no two are exactly alike. No matter 
what size farm you have, it is important for you to develop 
a plan on how you, and your facility, would respond to 
potential disasters. 

Developing an emergency management plan will require 
careful thought but doesn’t have to be overly complicated. 
I equate them to Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point 
plans (HACCP) that are utilized by our food processing 
industry. When developing a HACCP plan, you think of 
where a food safety problem can occur, implement control 
measures that will prevent it from happening, and list the 
process for correcting the problem when it does happen. In this case, you are dealing with potential issues that 
you will not be able to prevent, and instead create your action plan for when they do. 
A good place to start is by creating a contacts list. The name, position, and phone number of every member of 
the management team should be on the list. You should also include contact information for your key service 
providers (veterinarian, feed, fuel, utility companies, milk truck driver, etc.), first responders (fire and law 
enforcement), and anyone else you think should be informed if you have an emergency. The physical address, 
or emergency locator code, should be included on this page. This list is one that you should copy and hang at 
key points around your facility for easy access by you and your employees. 

The second component is a detailed description of your operation and lists of your normal inventories. What 
structures do you have on the property, and what is the name of each structure? What is stored, or could be 
stored, in those structures? How many, and what type, of animal(s) could be housed in a building? Do you have 
fuel tanks? How many do you have, what do they store, and what is their capacity? Do you have a well, are you 
on city water, is there a pond? You want to be as detailed as possible. This farm description should be 
accompanied by a labeled map. The map should show the location of every structure on your facility, with the 
building name. Again, this is another area to try and include every detail possible. 

Once you have your emergency contact list, farm description and map, you can then begin planning for all the 
things that can go wrong. I like to start with broad categories to focus my thoughts and then think of all the 
individual possibilities within those categories. You can break this down however is easiest for you, but I group 
risks into: injuries to personnel, utility disruptions, natural disasters, animal health/foreign animal disease 
concerns, and issues caused by the general public. Once you have your comprehensive list, you again describe 
in as much detail as possible what your actions would be. For example, what should happen if you lose power. 
Your response plan could be as simple as: 1. The employee calls the facility manager; 2. The facility manager 
calls the power company to report the outage; 3. The employee that reported the outage checks that the 
generator kicked on. You should also plan for what happens if the generator doesn’t start. What will you do if it 
is going to be an extended outage? 

Writing your plan will be time consuming, and your efforts shouldn’t conclude with a nice binder left to collect 
dust on an office shelf. You should read through the plan with all members of your farm team, whether that is 
an employee meeting or around the dinner table. You shouldn’t expect everyone to memorize every word of the 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/11/26/farm-emergency-planning/
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document, but make sure they at least know who to call in case of an emergency. While we never want to 
experience any form of emergency on our farm, we should always be prepared for the unthinkable so that we 
can react with forethought. I have developed plans for several facilities and would be happy to assist with yours. 

Direct Marketing Lamb: Estimating Finish Weights 
By: Jaelyn Whaley, South Dakota State University Extension Sheep Field Specialist 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/11/19/direct-marketing-lamb-estimating-finish-weights/#more-
6646 
 
Determining when lambs should be harvested is critical for optimal quality and consumer satisfaction. 
For optimal quality, lambs should be harvested between 6 and 12 months of age with 0.25 inches of back 
fat (external fat over the 12th and 13th rib; USDA, 1992). With the end in mind, the ideal finish weight 
should be determined prior to putting lambs on feed. 
 
Calculating Ideal Finishing Weights 
To start, mature parental weights can be used to predict ideal finishing weight of offspring. Held (1999) 
discussed an equation originally developed by Bradford and others (UC Davis) on utilizing mature dam 
and sire weights to predict lamb weights corresponding with a yield grade 2 carcass. This equation takes 
the average weight of the parents and multiplies that value by 64 percent to predict the ideal finish 
weight of an individual lamb (Held, 1999). Using this equation, if a 170-pound Rambouillet ewe is bred 
to a 250-pound Rambouillet ram, the optimal slaughter weight of their offspring should be approximately 
134 pounds (see Figure 1). Utilizing this simple equation based on ewe and ram weights can aid in 
estimating individual, optimal slaughter weights. 
 

 
 
Traits Influencing Finish Weights 
Projecting ideal finish weight by is also influenced by frame size, breed, and genetics. Frame size greatly 
influences when lambs are finished; smaller-framed breeds (for example, Dorper, Polypay, and 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/11/19/direct-marketing-lamb-estimating-finish-weights/#more-6646
https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/11/19/direct-marketing-lamb-estimating-finish-weights/#more-6646
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Katahdin) have lower mature body weights and will reach the ideal muscle and back fat depth sooner 
than larger-framed breeds (for example, Suffolk and Rambouillet). Thus, smaller-framed sheep are 
typically harvested earlier and at lower weights. Larger frame size is associated with lower fat thickness, 
body-wall thickness, yield grade, and quality grade due to higher mature weights. The breed also 
influences how quickly an animal will reach optimal body composition. Heavier-muscled breeds (Texel, 
Suffolk, Ile de France, and others) will produce carcasses that are higher in lean muscle. These breeds 
can be produced as purebreds or crossed on lighter-muscled sheep to improve lamb quality as a terminal 
sire. Lighter-muscled (often wool or maternal breeds) typically take longer to reach optimal finish. 
Another factor that influences ideal finish weight is gender. Ewes tend to mature earlier and deposit fat 
sooner. On average, ewes can be harvested at approximately 5.5 pounds less than wethers (Tatum et al., 
1998). Also keep in mind that lambs fed high-concentrate diets deposit higher levels of fat at a younger 
age and lower body weight than lambs on a forage diet. Regularly monitoring the growth and body 
condition of your lambs and keeping records of which lambs gain efficiently also improves the quality of 
your lamb products. 
 
Feeding Considerations 
As lambs grow, the rate at which they build muscle begins to slow down and their rate of fat deposition 
increases. At this point, the lamb becomes less feed efficient and the cost per additional pound of gain 
rises. Ideally, lambs should be harvested before this point to ensure adequate fat composition and 
promote economical feeding. Cost per pound of gain is simply the cost of the feed, divided by the weight 
gained by the animal. For example, if a lamb gains 80 pounds in 120 days, the rate of gain is 0.66 pounds 
per-day. If it costs $0.20 per-day to feed that lamb, the cost per pound of gain is $0.30 per pound of gain 
($0.20 ÷ 0.66 pounds). If calculated regularly throughout the lamb’s feeding period, target slaughter 
weight will have been reached when the rate of gain slows and the cost per pound of gain rises. 
 
Feeding lambs beyond optimal weight may lead to increased fat deposition as weight increases, resulting 
in a less-desirable eating experience for your customers. The ultimate goal of feeding lambs should be to 
maintain lambs that will meet consumer preferences, while simultaneously promoting profitability. 
Meeting this goal starts with knowing your ideal finish weight for the sheep that you raise. 
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