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Hello Jackson County!

It’s been a cold and icy end to the month of January. Many of our programs were
cancelled here at the extension office due to the level three snow emergency
placed on Jackson County. However, I would always rather postpone a program
than risk anyone’s safety! With that being said, in February, we have rescheduled
Ashley Dawson for our Farmers Club Meeting. She will be coming and talking
about the Wildlife Habitat Initiative through the Ohio Division of Wildlife.

Luckly, we held the Jackson County Pesticide Recertification right before the
snow. If you have your pesticide license that needs recertified, there still are a
few options left. Gallia County will be having their recertification on the 24™. If
you know someone who is interested in getting their license, we are hosting an
exam on the 24" at the extension office.

February for me will consist of beginning the Master Gardener Volunteer group
here in Jackson. We are excited to get a group trained and certified to help better
the community with gardening education. For more information about this group,
please feel free to give me a call!

Have a safe and productive February!

Josh Winters

Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator
The Ohio State University

College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences

17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640

740-286-5044 Office

winters.249@osu.edu
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February 9" — Livestock Committee Meeting
February 10" — Fair Board

February 13" — Main Street TV

February 16" — Farmers Club

February 24" — Jackson County Pesticide Exam

February 24" — Gallia Pesticide Recertification
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Get Ready for February Frost Seeding
By: Emma Matcham, Kyle Verhoff, and Jordan Penrose, OSU Extension
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2026-02/get-ready-february-frost-seeding

Frost seeding is a relatively inexpensive practice that can introduce more legumes, and thus more nitrogen
fixation, into many pastures. Below are some answers to frequent questions related to frost seeding.

When should I frost seed?
February is the optimal time for frost seeding in most of Ohio. The goal is to distribute seed while there are a
series of freeze-thaw cycles, since that is what increases seed-soil contact for emergence.

Which species and varieties are good for frost seeding?

Clovers are the most common species for frost seeding, and most frost seeding research to establish seeding rate
and timing recommendations was performed using clover species. Birdsfoot trefoil is another legume option,
and annual ryegrass, orchardgrass, and some other grasses can also be established this way. But, plant
establishment from frost seeding is usually higher for clovers than other species.

Can I frost seed multiple species at the same time?
Yes, but be careful to adjust seeding rates proportionally based on your desired species mix.

What seeding rate should I aim for?

Seeding rates vary by species, with white (ladino) clover needing lower seeding rates than other species. A good
starting place is 3-4 1b/acre for red clover, 1-3 Ib/acre for white (ladino) clover, or 2-4 1b/acre for birdsfoot
trefoil.

Where should I not consider frost seeding?

Avoid frost seeding in places where bare dirt was not visible before snow fall; thick stands with tall biomass
over winter will prevent seeds from reaching the soil. Areas with dryer, sandy soils may be less suitable for
frost seeding since they will have less soil movement with freeze-thaw cycles, which limits seed-soil contact.

What should I do after frost seeding?

If you are planning to graze or feed livestock out on pasture, avoid doing so on newly frost seeded pasture.
Young seedlings that are just germinated are particularly sensitive to grazing pressure and compaction due to
hoof traffic. Another practice to avoid is making a broadcast herbicide application following the frost seeding.
Most herbicide applications are non-selective, so it is best to manage weeds prior to frost seeding or spot
spraying to avoid damaging desired forages.

Interested in learning more? Check out this article about frost seeding from our colleagues at the University
of Kentucky. Consider reviewing variety trial data from MSU or data from PSU when making seed decisions.

Cattle on Feed Suggests Continued Tight Supplies and Limited Heifer Retention

By: Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension Professor, Livestock Marketing, University of Kentucky

Source: https://u.osu.edu/beet/2026/01/28/cattle-on-feed-suggests-continued-tight-supplies-and-limited-
heifer-retention/

USDA released the January Cattle on Feed report on Friday January 23, These monthly reports estimate on-
feed inventories for feedlots with capacity over 1,000 head, which represents more than 80% of total on-feed
inventory in the US. As of January 1, total on-feed inventory was estimated at 11.45 million head, which was
down over 3% from January 1, 2025. Low domestic cattle inventory, combined with the ban on live cattle


https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2026-02/get-ready-february-frost-seeding
https://forages.mgcafe.uky.edu/files/frost_seeding_new_pub_final_12-14-22.pdf
https://forage.msu.edu/publications/
https://extension.psu.edu/2025-forage-variety-trials-report
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2026/01/28/cattle-on-feed-suggests-continued-tight-supplies-and-limited-heifer-retention/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2026/01/28/cattle-on-feed-suggests-continued-tight-supplies-and-limited-heifer-retention/
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imports from Mexico, continue to keep cattle supplies tight. On-feed inventory has been running below year-
ago levels since fall of 2024, and this was the largest year-over-year decline since that time.
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Placements were the headliner of the report, and this has largely been the case for the last year. The number of
cattle placed on feed during December of 2025 was down by more than 5% from December of 2024. This was
largely anticipated, and the placement number came in at the upper end of a very wide range of pre-report
estimates, but the number is still significant. We were not importing live cattle from Mexico in December of
2024, so the 5% decrease is from a low baseline the previous year. December marketings were up 1.7% year-
over-year, which was very close to pre-report estimates. Nebraska continues to be the state with the largest
number of cattle on feed, while Texas would be second. This shift has occurred due to the continued ban on
cattle imports from Mexico.

NET FEEDLOT PLACEMENTS
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Friday’s report also included an estimate of the steer / heifer breakdown. The number of heifers on feed
provides an indication of heifer retention, so analysts have been watching this number closely. In Friday’s
report, both steers and heifers on feed were down roughly 3% from January 2025. As a percentage of total on-
feed inventory, heifers accounted for 38.7%. This is about 0.6% higher than October 1 and virtually unchanged
from last January. This suggests relatively low levels of heifer retention at present.

HEIFERS ON FEED AS A PERCENT
OF TOTAL CATTLE ON FEED
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More will be known about heifer retention and many other trends when USDA releases the January cattle
inventory report on January 30®. During 2025, beef cow slaughter was down by over 500,000 head. For that
reason alone, a small increase in beef cow numbers would seem likely. And while heifer retention does not
appear to be occurring at a large scale, a small increase in the number of heifers held for beef cow replacement
would not be surprising. Still, the pace of beef cow herd expansion in the coming years is likely to be slower
than past cattle cycles.

Working in Cold Temps
By: Wayne Dellinger, ANR Educator Union County
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2026-02/working-cold-temps

Weather forecasts with low temperatures in single digits and wind chills well below zero should be indicators to
think about our outside work routines. It is interesting to note that the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
documents that there are more deaths in the United States due to cold weather exposure (hypothermia) than hot
weather exposure (hyperthermia) each year. The CDC has also tracked an average of 1,300 deaths per year in the
US due to excessive cold or hypothermia.

Many jobs are affected little by the change in temperature outside, but others do not have that luxury.
Occupations such as agriculture (and others) work outside a great deal no matter what the conditions. Helpful
reminders are often beneficial to keep safe while accomplishing these tasks.
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Everyone responds to cold weather and temperature extremes in
general very differently. It is what we are “used to” and what we
can “tolerate”. What Alaskans think of as cold in January may be
quite different than what we perceive as cold in the lower 48.
Specific contributing factors may also affect a person’s
susceptibility to cold temperatures such as getting wet, exhaustion,
high blood pressure, hypothyroidism, diabetes, and general poor
physical condition.

General good practices for working in cold weather include:

e Planning routine maintenance on outdoor equipment for
warmer seasons.

e Let others know where you will be working and when you
will return.

e Dressing in layers so clothing may be added or taken off in specific instances.
Keeping dry. Keep extra dry clothes, gloves, and shoes/boots nearby.

e Protecting ears, face, hands, feet, and head. Extremities away from the body core have less blood flow and
are more difficult to keep warm.
Taking breaks in warm locations.

e Staying hydrated. Not often thought of as an issue in cold weather, but just as important.

In some cases, cold-related illness and injuries will occur. It is important to know the symptoms so you can watch
yourself and others for signs.

Hypothermia:

e Body loses heat faster than it can be produced.
e Symptoms are shivering, fatigue, confusion, disorientation.
e (Can be mild to severe depending on symptoms.

Frostbite:

e Actual freezing of tissue.
e Symptoms are numbness, stinging, or pain and top layer of skin feeling hard and rubbery.
e Wear appropriate clothing and seek medical attention if symptoms remain after 30 minutes.

Trench foot:

e Feet lose heat due to cold or wetness too long and tissue becomes damaged.
Symptoms include swelling and pain in the feet. Differs from frostbite in that the skin does not actually
freeze.

e Keep feet warm and dry.

Cold weather injuries are preventable. Take the time to make the necessary plans for yourself and your workers to
stay warm and dry and safely get the job done.
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Bill proposes a Data Center Study Commission for Ohio
By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Attorney and Director, Agricultural & Resource Law Program Thursday
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/bill-proposes-data-center-study

We’ve been fielding many questions and concerns about the development of data centers and its potential
impacts on agriculture and communities across Ohio. Newly proposed legislation indicates that
lawmakers are hearing the same. House Bill 646, introduced on January 15 in the House of
Representatives by Rep. Gary Click (R-Vickery) and Rep. Kellie Deeter (R-Norwalk), would establish a
Data Center Study Commission to examine data center development in Ohio. Here are the initial details
of the proposal.

Sponsor Intentions

Both sponsors state that although data centers offer economic development, constituents have raised
concerns about where that development occurs and potential impacts on energy prices, water supply and
farmland, and that a growing number of local communities have taken actions to ban data centers.

"We have heard the concerns of our communities and taken time to speak with those in industry. We feel
that this is the best approach to ensure that every voice is heard,” stated Rep. Click.

Rep. Deeters followed by stating that “[i]n my rural district of 33 townships, residents are raising serious
concerns about greenfield development and the loss of productive farmland. This bill creates a Data
Center Study Commission so Ohio can take a thoughtful approach, possibly even prioritizing
redevelopment of brownfields and existing industrial sites before expanding into rural green space. The
proliferation of data centers is necessary and inevitable, but the growth should be smart, balanced, and
respectful of local communities.”

Emergency Declaration

Its sponsors declare the bill to be an emergency measure that would go into immediate effect upon
passage in the Ohio legislature. The bill is “necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, and safety,” state the sponsors, who provide several reasons for the emergency declaration:

o Data centers are proliferating rapidly in the absence of a specific regulatory structure, or
historical precedent, which is generating serious concerns among the citizens of this state
and creating an unstable environment for local decision making.

o Verifiable information is crucial to such citizens when facing new development within their
communities and local political subdivisions tasked with approving such development, as
well as investors who wish to site data centers throughout Ohio.

e Verifiable information benefits all concerned parties and is urgently needed due to the rapid
development of this emerging technology and the lack of general knowledge concerning data
centers in Ohio.

Data Center Commission Members

Under the bill, the Data Center Commission (Commission) would consist of 13 members, to be appointed
within 30 days of the bill’s effective date as follows:

e Three members appointed by the Governor.
e Three members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
e Two members appointed by the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives.


https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/bill-proposes-data-center-study
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb646
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e Three members appointed by the President of the Senate.
e Two members appointed by the Minority Leader of the Senate.

Charge to the Commission

The bill defines a “data center” as a “physical facility equipped with, or connected to, one or more
computers that is used for processing or transmitting data” and requires the Commission to examine each
of the following in regard to data centers:

1. Environmental impact;

Effect on the electrical grid, including on behind the meter electric supply and on consumer
utility rates;

3. Water usage and impact on local water supply;
4. Noise pollution;

5. Light pollution;

6. Impact on the local economy;

7

8

9.

1

N

Impact on farmland;

Value to national security and the development of artificial intelligence;

Reports of foreign propaganda intended to create opposition to data centers;
0. Any other relevant topics determined by the Commission.

Meetings of the Commission

The proposal requires the Commission to hold at least four public meetings. Two of the meetings must
be to hear public testimony on the topics above, and two of the meetings must be to hear invited expert
testimony on those topics.

Commission Report

The Commission must work quickly, as the proposal orders the Commission to submit a report of its
findings and any legislative recommendations to the Governor and the Ohio legislature not more than six

months after the bill’s effective date. After issuing its report, the Commission would terminate.

Follow H.B. 646 on the Ohio General Assembly website.


https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb646
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Monday
February

16

7p.m.-8p.m.

Jackson County OSU
Extension Office
17 Standpipe Rd.

Jackson, Ohio
45640
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Jackson County Farmers Club Presents:
Ohio Division of Wildlife's Wildlife Habitat Initiative

Join the Jackson County Farmers Club as we host Ashely Dawson,
Wildlife Management Consultant for the Ohio Division of Wildlife.
Boost Your Farm's Potential with Wildlife Habitat Improvement!
Partner with the Ohio Division of Wildlife to enhance your land for
better productivity and sustainability. Wildlife Management Consultants
provide free, personalized habitat consultations to help you:

= Improve soll health and water quality
» Create wildlife-friendly environments
« Manage cover crops and field borders
« Increase pollinator habitats and biodiversity

Why It Matters:
Healthy habitats support stronger ecosystems, reduce erosion, and can
even improve crop yields. Plus, it's a great way to make your land work

for you and future generations.

THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION

Jackson County O5U Extension

Jackson. osu edu
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Supplementation for Beef Cattle on
Fescue in Southern Ohio

Thursday The Jackson County Cattleman's Association will be hosting Dr.
March Haley Linder, Assistant Professor of Ruminant Nutrition at The
Ohio State University. Dr. Linder will present on the advantages

1 2 and disadvantages of running cattle on predominantly fescue

pastures. Food will be provide at this program, courteously of the

6:00 p.m-~7:30 p.m. Jackson County Cattlemen's Association.
Location:
Jackson County For Questions, please contact Josh Winters at 740-688-5029
Extension Office
17 Standpipe Rd.
Jackson, Ohio
45640

EVENT SPONSORS: Meal Sponsored by the Jackson County Cattlemen's Association

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION jackson.osu.edu
CRAES provides resesrch and related educstiorsl programs to dientde on 8 nondiscrminatory basis. For moee indoemation, visst ofses osu edwhondiscriemination. For an sccessible formast of this pubication,
wisit faes.osu edubsoressislity
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DATE
March 5, 2026

TIME
6:00-8:00 p.m.

LOCATION
C.H. McKenzie Bldg.
111 Jackson Pike
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631

Cost
FREE

To Register Call
740.446.7007
RSVP is required

: o
Gallia s
Soil &Water

LHAES prosddes reseanch and neleted eductional

programs to dientele on a nondisoriminatory basts. For
mon informstion, Wsit oees oo odwhondiscrimination.

For an somessibks format of this publication, wisit
cfans s oduorosciithy
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Let's Get Gardening
No Green Thumb Required

Join OSU Extension Educators from Gallia,
Jackson, and Vinton Counties, along with
staff from the Gallia Soil and Water
Conservation District, for an engaging
evening on gardening.

Soil.
Whaerr it ad Faggne

We'll cover composting, garden design,
companion planting, pollinators, and rain
barrels. Attendees will also enjoy door
prizes, take-home items, and light snacks.

We hope to see you there!
Please RSVP by March 3.

EVENT SPONSORS
0OSU Extension and the Gallia County Soil & Water Conservation District
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Private Pesticide & Fertilizer
Recertification Meetings

12

SOUTH CENTRAL OHIO | Ohio Valley

| VINTOM

HIGHLAND | PIKE JACKSON

OHIO VALLEY

ADAMS | SCIOTO

LAWRENCE

Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification

Opportunities are listed for Pesticide and Fertilizer (category 15)
recertification meetings in your area. More meetings are listed at:

pested.osuedu/private recertification

Pre-registration is required for all mestings, or a late fee may
apply. Contact county for registration fees.

Agricultural Fertilizer Certification

Anyone applying fertilizer (other than manure) to more than 50
acres of agricuttural production must be certified.

Get Certified
s  Attend a 3-hour fertilizer certification training or take the
agricuttural fertilizer applicator exam
* Recertify every 3 years

The $30 fee for your pesticide applicator license is a separate
fee from the class registration fee and must be sent to the Ohio
Department of Agriculture with the renewal application. ODA
now accepts online payment/renewal at
hittps:ffagri.chio.gov/PesticidesOnline

Pesticide & Fertilizer Recertification

January 14, 2026, 2 PM -6 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6)
Fertilizer Recertification: 1 PM - 2 PM [15)

Foss County Fairgrounds

344 Fairgrounds Rd Multi-purpose Building,
Chillicothe, OH 45601

Ryan Slaughter email: slaughter.? Li@osu.edu
Phone: 740-702-3200

January 22, 2026, 6 PM - 930 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, B)
Fertilizer Recertification: 5 PM - & PM (15}

Jackson County Extension Office

17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640

Josh Winters email: winters.249@osu.edu

Phone: 740-286-5044

lanuary 28, 2026, 6 PM - 930 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7)
Fertilizer Recertification: 5 PM - & PM (15}

OSU South Centers

1864 Shyville Rd., Piketon, OH 45661

Amanda Perkins email: perkins.7 15@osu.edu

Phone: 740-289-4837

February 5, 2026, 6 PM -9 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7)
Fertilizer Recertification: 5 PM - & PM (15}

Brown County Fairgrounds-Rhonemus Hall

325 West State Street, Bldg B, Georgetown, OH 45121
Trevor Corboy email: corboy. 3(@osu.edu

Phone: 937-378-6716

February 17, 2026, 6 PM - 930 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3, 4, B)
Fertilizer Recertification: 5 PM - & PM [15)

Adams County Fairgrounds- Administration Building
236 Boyd Ave, West Union, OH 45693

Jennifer Stoneking email: stoneking. 24@osu edu
Phone: 937-544-233%9

February 24, 2026, 6 PM - 10:30 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7)
Fertilizer Recertification: 5 PM - & PM [15)

OSU Extension Office - Gallia County

111 Jackson Pike, Suite 1572, Gallipolis, OH 45831

Tracy Winters email: winters. 5{@osu.edu

Phone: 740-446-7007

See Reverse for More Dates
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e Jackson County
February 24th, 2026 ..
g Pesticide Exam Dates
June 23rd, 2026
UAUQUH;:&,Egﬁg 6 Commercial and Private Pesticide Applicator Licenses for
T‘::;ﬁd ? pesticides can be obtain by testing at the Jackson County
( ays) Extension Office. Tests are conducted by the Ohio
TIME: Department of Agriculture. For more information or if you
10:00an - ‘.}.;ﬂnpm need to purchase study materials, you can call the Jackson
) ' County Extension Office at 740-286-5044. Test spots are
LOCATION: limited, so you much register through the Ohio Department
Jackson County Extension of Agriculture through their website below.
Office
“; sml ";p'gflgd' Register by calling 614-728-6987 or

https:/www planthealthrenewal.agri.ohio.gov/apps/PesticideExamRegistration

DOhio State University Extension is part of The Ohio State University
College of Food, Agricultwral. and Environmental Sdences.

k THE O'Hlﬂ STATE UNI?EHSTTY (FAES provides ressarch and related sducationsl programs to dentsla on 2

nondisoimingtory basis. For mone informabion, visit cfaes ooy eduhondiscrimination
For an accessiblo fornat of this publication, wisit ofaes.oou edwacmessibility
EXTENSION

website.osu.edu
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2026 Southern

. Ohio Women in
Ag Conference

Friday, April 10, 2026
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Bell Manor
739 Musgrove Rd,
Chillicothe, OH 45601
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