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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe that it is 2024! This upcoming year, I hope 
that you get a chance to sit down and write out some goals for 2024. It may seem 
time consuming, but goal setting is extremely important. Having a written list 
that you see everyday will make you more likely to take the steps in achieving 
your goals. 

This month we have some great programs going on at the Jackson County 
Extension Office. On January 15th, the Jackson County Farmers Club has Clint 
Schroeder coming to talk about benchmarking for a cattle operation. Clint will 
talk about how their program reviews all the financial information and helps 
create evidence on if an operation is succeeding or where it may be lacking. 

If you need your fertilizer and/or pesticide license recertified, our recertification 
class will be January 18th from 5:00pm – 9:00pm. We also are hosting the Ohio 
State University Veterinary college to come down and talk about cattle herd 
health management. If you are interested in any of these programs, please reach 
out to me to register. For more information, please see the attached flyers. 

Finally, we just released a new podcast covering Livestock Insurance. If you 
would like to listen to the 24-minute podcast, you can follow the link below:  

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/agronomy-and-farm-
management/id1385727972 

If you have any questions or would like to have a certain program, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to me! 

 

Have a great month! 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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Caring for Beef Cattle in Winter Months 
By: Ted Wiseman, OSU Extension, Perry County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/12/27/caring-for-beef-cattle-in-winter-months/ 

 

Ohio Winters can be a challenge, especially for those with 
livestock. Here’s a short list of five management tips to keep 
in mind as we prepare to manage cattle through another 
Winter. 

Nutrition Management for Ohio Winters: Ohio’s varying 
winter conditions of mud to snow and back to mud, we need 
to be prepared for proper nutrition management for cattle. 
There have been numerous research studies that have shown 
the effects of extreme cold, mud, and wind. Producers will need to monitor and adjust feed regimens by 
incorporating high-quality forages rich in nutrients. Supplemental feed with a careful balance of protein and 
energy becomes essential to meet the increased caloric demands during colder months. This strategy ensures 
that Ohio’s beef cattle maintain optimal body condition, setting the stage for a healthy and productive spring 
calving season. 
 
Water Provision in Ohio’s Cold: Ohio’s unpredictable winter temperatures underscore the importance of 
providing plenty of water. We need to be constantly monitoring of water sources, coupled with the use of 
heaters or insulated water systems to prevent freezing. Keeping water available at all times is extremely 
important to maintain adequate hydration for proper digestion, metabolism, and overall well-being. 
 
Shelter Strategies for Ohio Winters: Shelter considerations is another important factor for Ohio’s winter. 
Utilizing windbreaks and strategically positioned three-sided shelters to shield cattle from the extreme winds 
that we often experience during the winter. Beyond offering protection from the elements, maintaining dry 
bedding within shelters should also be used. This not only insulates cattle against the cold ground but also 
provides a comfortable refuge, reducing stress and minimizing the risk of respiratory issues. By thoughtfully 
addressing shelter needs, producers can be prepared to provide protection from the elements during the winter 
months when needed. 
 
Tailored Health Management in Ohio: Winter conditions also emphasize the importance of a health 
management plan tailored to regional challenges. This includes vaccination schedules aligned with the specific 
threats posed by Ohio’s winter environment. Strategic parasite control especially lice during the winter months 
and routine health checks. 
 
Body Condition Scoring in Ohio: The practice of regular body condition scoring takes on heightened 
significance in Ohio’s winter care regimen. Closely monitoring the physical condition of cattle, assessing fat 
cover and muscle condition, allowing producers to make informed adjustments to feeding programs. By 
prioritizing body condition scoring, Ohio producers can ensure that their cattle maintain the ideal weight and 
energy reserves, enhancing their ability to withstand the physiological challenges imposed by winter and 
promoting long-term herd health. 
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Local Plant Toxicities of Livestock 
By: Dr. Bom Harris, DVM, Old Dominion Veterinary Services, VA 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/12/26/local-plant-toxicities-of-livestock/ 
 
Some of the most beautiful and luscious plants can have 
deadly consequences for our livestock. These are the plant 
toxicities seen most commonly in livestock in our area: 

Acorns 
Cattle are most susceptible to acorn toxicity, although sheep 
can be affected. Tannins in the acorns and oak leaves are the 
main toxic agent and are present in higher quantities in green acorns. Toxicity is most commonly observed in 
recently weaned calves. The tannins consumed in acorns can cause kidney failure. Typical signs of this include 
abdominal pain, excessive thirst, frequent urination and down animals off-feed. 
 
Cherry 
Wild cherry and other members of Prunus spp. can cause toxicity and death in a matter of minutes. Cherry trees 
typically grow in damp soil, often in thickets, hillsides, slopes and along streams. The berries are non-toxic, but 
the leaves, especially immature or stressed plants, contain a compound that makes cyanide when ingested. 
Toxicity occurs when a large amount of leaves is consumed over a short period of time. The toxin makes cells 
unable to use oxygen causing rapid death in a matter of minutes. All species, but especially ruminants (cattle, 
sheep and goats), are susceptible. 
 
Perilla Mint 
Perilla mint can grow anywhere but prefers semi-shaded environments, often seen around farm structures, edges 
of the woods and fence rows. It is most toxic when it blooms in the late summer and early fall. Cattle are the 
primarily affected species, but any grazing animal can be affected. The ketones in the plant cause rapid damage 
to the lungs, resulting in acute respiratory distress syndrome and rapid death. 
 
Rhododendron and Azalea 
Rhododendron, azalea and mountain laurel toxicity can affect all animals. In fact, although non-toxic to bees, 
the toxin can be passed into the honey made from rhododendron or azalea nectar causing “mad honey,” or 
hallucinations, when consumed by humans. In animals, signs following consumption of even a small amount of 
the plant include salivation, vomiting, diarrhea, colic and bloat. This is the most common toxicity that we see in 
goats in our area. 
 
Pine needles 
Pine needles can cause toxicity to cattle, sheep and goats when consumed in large quantities over a period of 
several days. Toxicity typically occurs when cattle co-mingle under pine trees during inclement weather. The 
toxin in the needles causes decreased blood flow to the placenta, fetal stress, followed by premature delivery or 
abortion. Although abortion has not been definitively observed in small ruminants following consumption of 
popular species of Christmas trees, as a precautionary measure it is recommended not to feed large amounts of 
pine of any source to pregnant sheep and goats. 
 
For the majority of plant toxicities, there is no antidote or specific treatment; therefore, prevention is key! 
Animals often do not favor these toxic plants, but rather consume when there is a shortage of quality feed. Plant 
toxicities typically occur during droughts or during the late summer and early fall when there is a short supply 
of other grasses and forages. Supplementing feed during these times can reduce the risk of exposure to toxic 
plants. Do not allow animals to free-range around the house where ornamental plants may be growing and be 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/12/26/local-plant-toxicities-of-livestock/
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mindful of your animal’s access to yard trimmings. If you suspect that your animals have consumed a toxic 
plant, remove them from the source and contact your veterinarian. 

Ohio Farm Custom Rate Survey Launched for 2024: Responses Requested 
By: OSU Production Business Management Team 
Source:  https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/12/26/ohio-farm-custom-rate-survey-launched-for-2024-responses-
requested/ 
 
The Ohio Farm Custom Rates Survey data collection has 
launched once again. The online survey for 2024 is available 
at:  www.go.osu.edu/customratesurvey 
 
A large number of Ohio farmers hire machinery operations and 
other farm related work to be completed by others. This is often 
due to lack of proper equipment, lack of time or lack of expertise 
for a particular operation.  Many farm business owners do not 
own equipment for every possible job that they may encounter in 
the course of operating a farm and may, instead of purchasing 
the equipment needed, seek out someone with the proper tools 
necessary to complete the job. This farm work completed by 
others is often referred to as “custom farm work” or more simply “custom work”. A “custom rate” is the amount 
agreed upon by both parties to be paid by the custom work customer to the custom work provider. 

Custom farming providers and customers often negotiate an agreeable custom farming machinery rate by 
utilizing Extension surveys results as a starting point. Ohio State University Extension collects surveys and 
publishes survey results from the Ohio Farm Custom Survey every other year. This survey will result in a new 
Ohio Farm Custom Rate Survey Summary for 2024. 

Custom work providers or customers are asked to respond even if they know only a few rates. Information is 
sought on actual rates, either what was paid to hire custom work or what was charged to perform custom work. 
Custom Rates should include all ownership costs of implement & tractor (if needed), operator labor, fuel and 
lube. If fuel is not included in the custom rate charge, there is a place on the survey to indicate this. 
 
 The online survey is available at: www.go.osu.edu/customratesurvey 
 
If a document is preferred that can be printed out to complete by hand to return, email Barry Ward 
at ward.8@osu.edu, Eric Richer at richer.5@osu.edu, John Barker at barker.41@osu.edu or Amanda Bennett 
at bennett.709@osu.edu 
 
The deadline to complete the survey is March 31, 2024. 
 
Are you managing your pastures “ugly?” 
By: Victor Shelton, Retired NRCS Agronomist/Grazing Specialist 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/01/03/are-you-managing-your-pastures-ugly/ 
 
Back when no-till farming was fairly new, one familiar catch phrase was “Farm Ugly.” Managing pastures in a 
more regenerative fashion sometimes appears a bit ugly too. 
 
Right or wrong, I finally finished clipping the last few paddocks at the end of November. It wasn’t because they 

http://www.go.osu.edu/customratesurvey
http://www.go.osu.edu/customratesurvey
mailto:ward.8@osu.edu
mailto:richer.5@osu.edu
mailto:barker.41@osu.edu
mailto:bennett.709@osu.edu
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/01/03/are-you-managing-your-pastures-ugly/
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really needed to be clipped, but more because they were aesthetically more pleasing afterwards. It also puts most 
of them in the same starting phase for next less places for coyotes to hide. 
 
I didn’t really procrastinate the task. With the dry conditions and slowed fall growth, I certainly didn’t want to 
remove or deter any grazable forage, so I waited until after the last grazing of those paddocks to clean it up by 
clipping them. Other pastures that were stockpiled didn’t need to be trimmed but a couple were done anyways 
because the wife insisted. 
 
It has been a dry fall. I’ve had 4.95 inches of total rain since August 15 to the time I’m writing this article. That is 
about one third of the normal average. As one of my late uncles would say, “It will balance out eventually.” 
Unfortunately, it doesn’t always balance out in a timely manner. 
 
The soil, as I’ve noted while hand digging a few post holes, is not particularly dry or at least not as dry as it was 
earlier this fall. That could be somewhat dependent on the site conditions where I was digging. Digging along side 
a fairly deep revine in October, the soil was very dry and almost not workable for any hand tools. As deep as the 
ditch bottom was, the drainage dried out the site excessively. If you went out into the pasture with good cover – 
yes, it was dry, but there was still some moisture even as dry as it was. That was due to good cover – we’ve noted 
that several times. 
 
I think that we need to be as proactive as possible about managing moisture year around. I probably start sounding 
like a broken record – but you can’t under emphasize maintaining cover (year around), building organic matter, 
improving infiltration, and maintaining good quality forages (grasses, legumes, and forbs). We need to be 
prepared and proactive with such fecundity. There are no cheap alternatives. 
 
Most producers will begin feeding hay this month if they haven’t already started. Hay supplies are low in many 
areas so getting the most out of what you have available becomes very important. 
 
First of all, and something nobody ever likes to hear is that cows that are poor producers, didn’t get bred back in a 
timely manner or didn’t get bred back at all should grow some wheels. When winter feed is of a premium, slackers 
need to go. 
 
You want to be as efficient as possible feeding hay. It might be easier to put out enough hay for several days or 
even a week, but doing so usually increases waste. Having a little competition between cows when feeding hay is 
actually a good thing. They are much more likely to clean it up and waste less when they think the other cows are 
after the same bite. 
 
Unless you have certain nutritional needs for a particular bunch of livestock, it is generally better to feed poorer 
quality hay first. That poorer quality hay can also be supplemented as needed and hopefully you have tested some 
of the hay in advance in order to know its limitations. It’s much easier to move from poor quality to good quality 
than the reverse, especially when the supply is limited. Nobody wants to eat broccoli after having ice cream. 
 
Hay fed in rings or feeding wagons slows down picking and sorting of the hay by the livestock and increases 
efficiency. 
 
Hay fed on pasture while the soil is dry, in dry lots that have enough structure, or in winter feeding buildings all 
help to keep hay out of the mud with less waste. 
 
Probably one of the most efficient ways to feed hay is sadly one of the least used today – small square bales. Small 
bales were allocated to the livestock on a daily and as needed basis and usually inside the barn in the manger. 
There was very little waste feeding hay this way. Labor is the most limiting factor for small bales today. 
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I admit that I’m not a fan of winter. However, winter does allow us to change our daily pace just a little bit with 
hopefully a little less work outside and a little bit more time inside with family or a good book. Before we know it, 
the gray, brown and white days of winter will start turning multiple shades of green again. 
 
A good time to start sourcing clover seed for frost-seeding is in the near future! 
 
May your roots grow deep, and your soil be rich – Happy New Year! 
 
Remember, it’s not about maximizing a grazing event, but maximizing a grazing season! Keep on grazing! 
 
Ohio ag legislation we'll be watching in the new year 
By: Ellen Essman, J.D., OSU CFAES Government Relations 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-12212023-120pm/ohio-ag-legislation-well-be-watching-new-
year 
 
Just like there won’t be snow flurries on Christmas this year, there was not a flurry of activity at the Statehouse 
over the last few months. That being said, we will be carefully following several ag-related bills that progressed in 
committees but have not yet been passed by the full body, as the calendar turns to 2024. Here’s a summary of the 
bills we’re watching.  
 
H.B. 162—Agriculture Designations. H.B. 162 was introduced by Representatives Roy Klopfenstein (R-
Haviland) and Darrell Kick (R-Loudonville) on May 5, 2023, and was passed by the House in October, and had its 
first hearing in the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee on December 5. The bill would designate 
the following days and weeks to honor Ohio Agriculture: 
 

• March 21 of each year as “Agriculture day;” 
• The week beginning on the Saturday before the last Saturday of each February through the last Saturday in 

February as “FFA Week;” 
• October 12 of each year as “Farmer’s Day;” and 
• The week ending with the second Saturday of March as “4-H Week.” 

 
H.B. 347—Farming Equipment Taxes. This bill was introduced by Representative Don Jones (R-Freeport) and 
referred to the House Ways and Means Committee in early December.  The bill would change the way farmers 
claim a tax exemption on certain purchases.  
 
Currently, when an Ohioan engaged in farming, agriculture, horticulture, or floriculture is buying a product for 
“agricultural use,” they must provide the seller with an exemption certificate. This certificate comes from the Ohio 
Department of Taxation and relieves the seller of the obligation to collect the sales tax on behalf of the 
state.  However, the Department of Taxation can later determine that the purchase does not qualify for exemption, 
and then the farmer would be expected to pay the tax.  
 
H.B. 347 would slightly alter this current way of doing things when it comes to the purchase of certain vehicles 
and trailers.  Under the bill, the purchaser could receive an agricultural use exemption for taxes on these vehicles 
if the purchaser shows the seller copies of the purchaser’s Schedule F—the federal income tax profit of loss from 
farming form—for three most recent preceding years. Alternatively, a farmer could obtain a certificate from the 
Department of Taxation verifying that they have filed a Schedule F for three years in lieu of providing the forms 
directly to the seller.  Notably, the bill states that “no other documentation or explanation shall be required by the 
vendor or the tax commissioner” to prove that the purchase qualifies for the agricultural use exemption. 
The following vehicles and trailers would be included under the bill: 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-12212023-120pm/ohio-ag-legislation-well-be-watching-new-year
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-12212023-120pm/ohio-ag-legislation-well-be-watching-new-year
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb162
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb347
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• Trailers, excluding watercraft trailers; 
• Utility vehicles, (vehicles with a bed, principally for the purpose of transporting material or cargo in 

connection with construction, agricultural, forestry, grounds maintenance, land and garden, materials 
handling, or similar activities); 

• All-purpose vehicles, (vehicles designed primarily for cross-country travel on land and water, or on 
multiple types of terrain, but excluding golf carts); 

• Compact tractors (garden tractors, small utility tractors, and riding mowers). 
 

H.B. 364—Agriculture (seed sharing). House Bill 364 was introduced in the House by representatives Dave 
Dobos (R-Columbus) and Roy Klopfenstein (R-Haviland) on December 14.  The bill would allow the Ohio Prairie 
Association to distribute milkweed seeds non-commercially to its members, with the intent of promoting habitats 
for pollinators like monarch butterflies. 
 
The bill would legally define “non-commercial seed sharing” as the distribution or transfer of ownership of seeds 
with no compensation or remuneration.  Also included in the definition are a list of situations that 
are not considered “non-commercial seed sharing,” including when: 
 

• The seeds are given as compensation of work or services rendered; 
• The seeds are collected outside of Ohio; 
• The seeds are patented, treated, or contain noxious weed species or invasive plants. 

 
H.B. 364 also includes a definition of “seed library,” which it defines as a non-profit, governmental, or 
cooperative organization or association to which both of the following apply: 
 

• It is established for the purpose of facilitating the donation, exchange, preservation, and dissemination of 
seeds among the seed library’s members or the general public. 

• The use, exchange, transfer, or possession of seeds acquired by or from the non-profit governmental, or 
cooperative organization or association are obtained free of charge. 
 

The bill would further exempt non-commercial seed sharing for the purposes of pollinator conservation, creating 
and conserving native habitats, and operation of a seed library from labeling, advertising, handling, and sales 
restrictions under Ohio law. 
 
To further the goal of promoting pollinators and habitats, H.B. 364 would make changes to the requirements for 
maintaining toll roads, railroads, or electric railways. Current law requires managers of such thoroughfares to 
destroy a number of noxious weeds along the roadway or in right of ways. The bill would no longer require the 
destruction of Russian thistle, Canadian thistle, common thistle, wild lettuce, wild mustard, wild parsnip, ragweed, 
milkweed, or ironweed.  
 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb364
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