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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Hello Jackson County! 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had the opportunity to enjoy the holiday 
season with friends and loved ones! This holiday season, I have been working 
non-stop on my house putting in new lights, drywall, painting walls, sanding 
trim, and replacing my carpet with plank flooring! It has been a busy month! 

Tis the season for pesticide recertification! If you have a pesticide license that 
needs recertified, mark your calendar for Thursday February 20th here at the 
Extension Office. If you cannot make that date, check out the calendar on the 
next page for other options in different counties. If you need a pesticide license, 
check out the exam schedule set in Jackson for 2025. Study materials can be 
purchased here at the Extension office if needed. 

At the end of the month, the Pike, Scioto, and Jackson Counties Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts will be having a 2024 Drought Response program 
focusing on Grazing Management Strategies, Developing Grazing Systems, and 
Cost Share Assistance Programs. 

We just released a new episode of the Agronomy and Farm Management podcast 
on Pre & Post Nuptials! You can check it out at:  

Apple: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-156-pre-postnuptial-
agreements/id1385727972?i=1000682294573 

If you have and ideas for programming or questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out! 

 

Have a great and safe January! 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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January 11th – Market Beef Weigh-In 

Jaunary 13th – Livestock Committee Meeting 

January 14th – Ross County Pesticide Recertification Training  

January 20th – Jackson County Farmers Club Meeting 

Janaury 24th – Backyard Maple Production  

January 28th – Pike County Pesticide Recertification Training 

January 29th – 2024 Dought Response Meeting 

Janaury 30th – Scioto County Pesticide Recertification Training 
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Managing the change in weather requires flexibility 
By: Victor Shelton, Retired NRCS Agronomist/Grazing Specialist 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/12/04/managing-the-change-in-weather-requires-flexibility/ 
 
In All Creatures Great and Small, author James Herriot reflects on the routine of caring for animals through the 
changing seasons, “the winter days are closing in, the snow had begun to fall, and I felt the reassuring weight of 
the work ahead—the routine of feeding, checking, and caring for the animals that were always at my side, no 
matter the weather.” This sentiment remains relevant today, as the abrupt shift from warm late fall weather to a 
sudden cold snap marks the beginning of winter. Such transitions highlight how quickly seasons can turn, 
influencing both pasture conditions and livestock care. As forage growth halts and plants enter dormancy, the 
remaining forage becomes more like standing hay than pasture. Managing this change, as Herriot alludes to, 
requires flexibility and vigilance to ensure both animal welfare and pasture quality are maintained. 
This fall, we’ve been fortunate with generally favorable conditions, though some regions could have benefited 
from a little more rain. Soil moisture levels have remained fairly adequate, and I anticipate the year’s total 
rainfall will be close to normal—though not always timely. I’m pleased with the fall forage growth and the 
stockpiled forage we’ve accumulated. 

With the recent cold snap, most pastures have now entered dormancy. Dormancy is typically triggered by 
several consecutive nights at 25 degrees Fahrenheit or lower. Prior to dormancy, it’s best not to overgraze, 
which is why having alternative forages like corn stalks or annuals can help preserve pastures while still 
providing grazing.  If grazing continues while the plants are active, it removes leaves and depletes the plant’s 
root reserves, potentially hindering spring regrowth. Overgrazing before dormancy can necessitate a longer rest 
period in the spring to allow the plants to recover, or it could lead to long-term pasture damage. 

Grazing can still be beneficial before dormancy if the goal is to reduce competition for frost-seeded legumes, 
but it’s important not to overgraze too many fields in the same year, as this could delay spring grazing. Once 
pastures are dormant, grazing becomes less harmful to the plants’ energy reserves, and they can be taken down 
closer to the ground, provided a good residual is left.  Leaving sufficient residual height helps slow winter 
runoff, reduces erosion and provides a strong foundation for spring growth. However, excessive grazing early in 
the winter may expose the sod and create opportunities for weeds to take hold, especially following any 
disturbance. 

Leaving adequate forage over winter has multiple benefits for both soil and water. It improves the water cycle 
by enhancing soil infiltration, reducing surface runoff and increasing water retention, which prevents erosion 
and supports groundwater recharge. Furthermore, it supports carbon sequestration by allowing plants to store 
carbon in their biomass and soil organic matter, enriching the soil and promoting the formation of stable carbon 
compounds. This practice boosts soil health, enhances biodiversity, and mitigates climate change by reducing 
atmospheric CO₂ levels and improving ecosystem resilience. Stockpiled forage areas also make good places to 
calve or lamb under drier conditions. 

When grazing, it’s helpful to provide livestock with at least two-to-three days’ worth of forage. Starting near the 
water source can be useful, especially if you use a portable watering system, though preventing freezing can be 
a challenge. Once forage has entered dormancy, back fencing isn’t as critical, so a single water point can 
suffice, as long as the grazing pattern doesn’t result in excessive trailing to and from water. Water intake tends 
to decrease during this time of year, which helps minimize trailing. Grazing should continue until the pasture 
reaches the desired residual height, typically three to four inches for fescues and orchardgrass. Once that height 
is achieved, it’s time to move to the next area. While daily allocations are ideal, you can adjust the amount as 
needed, especially if you’ll be away for a few days during the holidays. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/12/04/managing-the-change-in-weather-requires-flexibility/
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Temporary fencing works well for managing grazing allocations, and if you’re using back fencing, you’ll need 
three sets of equipment: a reel, poly-wire and enough step-in posts. With two sets, you can move one while the 
other remains in place, preventing livestock from advancing prematurely. For convenience and safety, solid 
plastic handles on poly-wire can help prevent accidental shocks. Quality poly-wire is essential—look for 
options with at least eight stainless steel strands, as poly-tape tends to sag and is less reliable in icy conditions. 
Strip grazing can be done in any field size, though longer, narrower fields are easiest to manage. When 
stockpiling forage, consider field layout for easier management with temporary fencing. Step-in posts with 
small, strong steel tips and foot pegs make installation easier in frozen soil. In most cases, the ground won’t 
freeze unless we experience extended sub-zero temperatures, so long as you’re not grazing heavily before that 
point. For shorter runs, you can use inexpensive reels, but longer runs justify investing in higher-quality reels 
with double gearing for ease. 

Tall fescue is ideal for stockpiling, as it retains its nutritional value throughout winter. If you’ve stockpiled 
orchardgrass, graze it first, as it breaks down faster and loses its nutritional value earlier in the season. Well-
managed tall fescue stockpiles can provide better nutrition than hay stored for winter feed. 

Remember, the goal is not to maximize each grazing event, but to extend the grazing season and optimize 
pasture health. Keep on grazing! 

Slow Drought Recovery Continues 
By: Aaron Wilson, OSU Climatology Specialist  
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2024-42/slow-drought-recovery-continues 
 
Climate Summary 
As mentioned last month, the weather pattern has turned a 
little more favorable for drought improvement over the last 
six weeks. This is especially true across southwestern and 
southern counties, and in the heavy lake effect snowbelt 
areas of northeast Ohio. Most of Ohio has picked up at 
least two to four inches of liquid-equivalent precipitation 
(think rain plus melted snow) over the last thirty days, with 
more than six inches in Lake and Ashtabula Counties 
associated with very heavy snow (over 60 inches in spots) 
(Figure 1). Northwestern counties have not fared as well, 
with less than two inches falling over the past month. 
Though surface soil moisture is improving, streams, rivers, 
and lakes have yet to signifcantly respond. There are numerous reports of low pond levels in the 
northwest, many below intake levels necessary for livestock usage. As of December 12, 2024, the US 
Drought Monitor shows no D3 or D4 drought levels in the state, but about 51% of the state still 
experiencing drought conditions (D1-D4). 
 
If you are continuing to experience drought impacts or to document improvements, you can view and/or 
submit local reports at the Condition Monitoring Observer Reports page. For a more detailed look at 
conditions and resources, visit our Drought Response Page or for the latest up-to-date conditions, 
seasonal outlooks, and monthly climate summaries, please visit the State Climate Office of Ohio. 
 
Weather Forecast 
Decent rain is falling across the state to begin the week, with additional opportunities for precipitation 
throughout the next several days. While temperatures are starting off warm with highs in the 50s and 60s, 
a cooling trend is likely throughout the week. Another system will bring mostly rain to the state on 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2024-42/slow-drought-recovery-continues
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://go.osu.edu/drought_cmor
https://kx.osu.edu/page/early-drought-response
https://climate.osu.edu/
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Tuesday night and Wednesday, with some light snow possible across the north. Behind this mid-week 
front, colder air will start to filter in with highs in the 20s and 30s expected over the weekend. An Alberta 
Clipper could bring some light snow to the region on Friday. This cold pattern does not look to stick 
around, as temperatures will likely moderate toward Christmas. The Weather Prediction Center is 
currently forecasting 0.10-1.00” of liquid-equivalent precipitation this week, with highest amounts across 
southeast Ohio (Figure 2) 

 

Figure 2). Precipitation forecast from the Weather Prediction Center for 7pm Monday December 16 - 7pm 
Monday December 23, 2024. 
 

The 8-14 day outlook from the Climate Prediction Center and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from 
NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center show strong probability of warmer than average temperatures 
with precipitation leaning toward wetter than normal (Figure 3). Climate averages include a high-
temperature range of 37-41°F, a low-temperature range of 24-27°F, and weekly total precipitation of 
about 0.50-0.85”. 

 

Figure 3) Climate Prediction Center 8-14 Day Outlook valid for December 24 – 30, 2024, for left) temperatures 
and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, normal, or above normal conditions. 
 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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Strong Calf Prices Finish the Year 
By: Stephen R. Koontz, Ph.D., Professor, Department of Agricultural & Resource Economics, Colorado State 
University 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/12/18/strong-calf-prices-finish-the-year/ 
 
Cattle and beef markets are wrapping up the fourth quarter on a very strong note – especially for smaller 
animals. Calf prices for 5-6 weight animals in the southern plains have advanced better than $50/cwt in the last 
four weeks. And prices for 4-5 weight animals have moved further. The fall run is apparently over. 

Live fed cattle prices remain strong with cash trades better than $190 but prices for the year look range-bound 
to me between $180 and just better than $190. The boxed beef cutout value is holding better than $300 with a 
mix of performance at the primal level. Rib prices have been seasonally outstanding, and tenderloins have also 
been strong. Loins are showing some seasonal weakness as is ground beef. End meats are showing solid price 
levels but not much in terms of improvements. Once the market retreats from the strong rib purchases, and the 
Choice-Select spread seasonally softens, much will be determined by Chucks and Rounds. Also, this will be the 
period the market moves into the time of year when packer margins are the weakest. My point? The strong 
finish to the year in calf prices has little to do with what is going on downstream. 
It is also not reacting to grain market news. Information from recent Crop Production and WASDE reports 
suggest some firming of feed grain prices. After a series of reports through the summer where production 
steadily increased, the November reports communicate some softening of yields, overall production, and a 
modest tightening of stocks-to-use. However, forage prices remain much below prior years and availability is 
substantially better. 

Carcass weights remain truly impressive and have backed up very little from the four weeks at 960-pound 
average steer weights – heifers are following suit. It will be interesting, and important, to see the magnitude of 
any seasonal decline in weights. How much of the 40-pound increase based on the same week of the year prior 
persists? With lower corn prices and longer feeding periods then heavy weights will persist. But how heavy and 
what are the possible further increases? 

These weight increases in all likelihood hang over the market as well as do the front-loaded cattle on feed 
inventories. The calculated cattle on feed over 150 days has been larger than any of the proceeding years – other 
than 2020 – but this inventory has been moving lower through the summer and fall. The exception is 
November’s number. The inventory of these long-fed animals has been large relative to what is seen in the 120 
days on feed inventory. Inventories on feed over 120 days are this month tighter than 2023. Whereas the 150-
day number is even compared with last year. Again, big numbers and weights now – and back through the 
summer and fall – but the prospect is for change come the first quarter. The pipeline is full for the near term 
with less so into next year. But then there are first-quarter packer margins to navigate. 

EPA’s New Herbicide Strategy: What is it and where did it come from? 
By: Sarah Hoak, Student in the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences at Ohio State 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-12192024-141pm/epa%E2%80%99s-new-herbicide-strategy-
what-it-and-where-did-it-come 
 
On August 20, 2024, the EPA announced its final Herbicide Strategy. Many in the agriculture 
community are wondering what the strategy is, how it came to be and what it means for the industry. 
 
The herbicide strategy is one part of the EPA’s workplan to protect endangered species. It was created in 
response to multiple lawsuits filed against the EPA for failure to comply with the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) by not conducting mandatory consultations under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). FIFRA is the primary federal law that regulates pesticide use in the U.S. and 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/12/18/strong-calf-prices-finish-the-year/
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-12192024-141pm/epa%E2%80%99s-new-herbicide-strategy-what-it-and-where-did-it-come
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-12192024-141pm/epa%E2%80%99s-new-herbicide-strategy-what-it-and-where-did-it-come
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prevents the sale or use of a pesticide in the United States until the EPA approves and registers a label for 
the product. After a pesticide label is approved, the EPA must review the label every fifteen years to 
ensure that it continues to meet federal requirements with regards to the environment and human health. 
However, the EPA has struggled to complete ESA consultations when registering pesticides or reviewing 
their labels. Just one ESA consultation can take years to complete, and time adds up when there are over 
17,000 registered pesticide products on the market. 
 
To better comply with the ESA and reduce the risk of more litigation, the EPA drafted the Herbicide 
Strategy. This policy was designed to start the protection of endangered species earlier in the regulatory 
process. Instead of acting after the fact, the strategy aims to mitigate herbicide exposure to endangered 
species at the start. The strategy lays out a set of mitigation guidelines that growers and applicators will 
need to follow as they apply an herbicide. These mitigation practices will help limit herbicide exposure 
to endangered species. A draft policy of the strategy was released in 2023 and underwent the public 
comment process. Because the EPA is a government agency, they have the power to make and enforce 
regulations. The public can share their input on drafted regulations during the “comment period,” which 
is a 30–60-day time frame where government agencies will hear comments from the public1. 
 
The comments that were submitted for the draft herbicide strategy expressed concern about the 
restrictiveness and complexity of the policy. The EPA took these comments into account and made 
changes so that the final policy is easier to understand, includes more flexibility for pesticide users and 
reduces the amount of additional mitigation needed. 
 
The final policy, taking into account public comments, focuses on targeting pesticide exposure from off-
target movement including spray drift, erosion and runoff. The EPA will use a three-step decision 
framework to implement the policy. The first step compares and identifies a herbicide's potential to have 
population-level impacts on endangered species as either not likely, low, medium, or high. This step sets 
the bar for how much mitigation is needed for use of each herbicide. 
 
The second step will determine the level of mitigation needed to sufficiently reduce spray drift, runoff 
and erosion exposure to listed species. For spray drift exposure, mitigation will primarily be based on 
buffer distances, and the distance will be determined by a herbicide’s classification (from step one) and 
the method of application. Applicators have the option to reduce the required buffer size by adopting 
additional mitigation measures aimed at reducing spray drift. 
 
For runoff and erosion exposure, a point system will be used with growers/applicators having a 
mitigation menu from which to select practices that aim to reduce off-target movement. Herbicides will 
require a certain amount of mitigation points based on their classification from step one. Mitigation 
measures receive a value of either one, two or three points - three being high efficacy and one being low 
efficacy. Like with spray drift, applicators/growers have the option to gain the required number of points 
by adopting additional mitigation measures. 
 
Step three will determine where the mitigations identified in step two will be required. This step 
considers each field's characteristics. Some mitigations may apply across the entire area of herbicide use 
or may be geographically specific and only apply in certain locations. This step complicates the strategy 
and its implementation because each field may require different forms of mitigation depending on its 
characteristics. 
 
Let's look at an example for runoff and erosion mitigation on a field in Franklin County, Ohio with a 2% 
slope: 
 
Using the EPA’s mitigation menu, we can determine how much mitigation is needed. Using the 
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mitigation relief options in Table 1 of the mitigation menu, the field has a starting point value of 5 points. 
The field gets 3 points because Franklin County has a low pesticide runoff vulnerability and 2 points 
because it has a slope of less than 3%. If a grower were to apply a herbicide with a low impact, no 
additional mitigation measures would need to be taken. Low population impact herbicides require 3 
mitigation points, and the base field characteristics cover this already. 
 
However, if a grower were to apply a high impact herbicide, then 9 mitigation points (4 in addition to the 
field’s starting value) would need to be met. The grower can choose from various mitigation options to 
reach the 9-point mark. Some of these options include no-till conservation tillage (3 points), contour 
farming (2 points), in field vegetative strips (2 points), cover crops with tillage (1 point), grassed 
waterways (2 points), mitigation tracking (1 point) or participating in a qualifying conservation program 
(2 points). There are even more mitigation measures to choose from that are listed in the mitigation 
menu. As long as the grower selects and implements enough mitigation measures to reach the 9-point 
mark, then they will be in compliance with the strategy. 
 
The Herbicide Strategy is a complex and layered policy that will affect growers and pesticide applicators 
across the United States. Compliance with the ESA has been a struggle for the EPA, but through the 
Herbicide Strategy, mitigation of spray drift and runoff/erosion exposure to endangered species should 
be reduced. Remember, geography, proximity to endangered species, method of application, pesticide 
applied, and farm management will dictate how much of an effect this policy has on a specific operation. 
Not every grower and applicator will be in the same situation, each will have to adjust and change certain 
aspects of how they manage their farm or specific fields. 
 
Unfortunately, how this policy will play out and be implemented is unclear.  The agriculture community 
will have to be vigilant and adapt to the Herbicide Strategy as more information arises and 
implementation begins. 
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