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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 
Here in Jackson County, we went almost exactly three weeks without any rainfall. 
According to the weather station at the Jackson OARDC Station, we went from May 21st 
– June 10th without any rainfall. This caused some stress to the planted crops. I know 
personally, I got tired of watering my garden every day. Luckily for us, the forecasts 
shows that the remaining days of June and the beginning of July will be wetter than 
usual. Currently in Ohio, the crop progress report shows that we are around normal for 
mid-June. Even though we are beginning to see relieve and better growing conditions, 
other states in the Midwest are beginning to have some concerns.  

The draught situation has been even worst farther out in the Midwest. The USDA 
released the “Crop Progress and Condition” report on Tuesday showing that corn 
progress was 55 percent in the “good to excellent” range; a 6 percent decline from last 
week at 61 percent being “good to excellent”. Soybeans are also in the same boat with a 
report of 54 percent looking “good to excellent”, a decline of 5 percent from last week at 
59 percent. As of mid-June, corn progress is the lowest that it has been in the past five 
years on a national level. 

Currently, 67 percent of the state of Iowa is experiencing some sort of drought, which is 
almost a 25 percent increase from last week. Currently crop conditions in Iowa are 
below where they were a year ago today. Iowa is one of the top corn producing states, so 
if they have some supply issues, you can potentially see corn futures going up. It is still 
early enough that if Iowa were to receive some moisture in the coming weeks, they still 
have a chance to rebound and see some strong yields. Along with Iowa, Eastern 
Nebraska and parts of Illinois are experiencing extreme drought conditions. 

From a pasture management perspective, Ohio is about average on the progress report as 
of mid-June. Around 62 percent of pastures are in the “good to excellent” range 
according to the USDA Progress report; with less than 10 percent of pasture being 
considered poor. On a national level, we are seeing about 20 percent of pastures being on 
a “poor to very poor” condition.  

 
Have a great month! 
 

Josh Winters  
Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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Handling cattle, thinking like a cow, discussed during Stockmanship & Stewardship 
event 
By: Steve Boyles, Ohio State University Beef Extension Specialist 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/06/21/when-handling-cattle-think-like-a-cow/ 
 
Cattle think of one thing at a time: If humans could do this we would not have ulcers. They focus on 
detail instead of larger concepts.  Keep the cattle’s attention on where you want them to go.  Get their 
heads or noses in the direction you want them to go.  Pick up all the trash and anything else that 
might distract them. Foreign objects easily distract cattle can cause cattle stop moving and pause to 
investigate. A shadow or a flapping shirt on a post or some other distraction can prevent smooth 
cattle flow. Properly designed facilities reduce their confusion and reducing fear/crowding. 
 
Cattle want to see you: Get their attention before you start working cattle.  It is like introducing 
yourself.  Their initial reaction might be fear but give them a moment to calm down after you have 
introduced yourself.  Think about where you want to position yourself after you have gotten their 
attention. 
If you are having trouble working cattle, look at the work through their eyes.  Animals communicate 
through vision.  What is the shape of a cow’s pupil? (Answer: oval to the point of being rectangular). 

 

Boyles et al. 2002 

Because of the location of their eyes: 
• Cattle have panoramic vision (310-340 degrees) 

• Blind spot is directly behind their head 

• Vertical vision: Cattle = 60 degrees, Humans = 140 degrees 

• Sensitive to unusual movements 

• Depth perception is poor 

• Ability to focus on items close up is poor 

 
Cattle can perhaps see color, but not in the same way as humans. Eyes are made of rods and cones. 
Rods allow for vision in low light, and cones allow for colors. Cattle are dichromats, which means they 
have two cones in the eye. This means colors appear differently. Because they have a higher ratio of 
rods to cones, things they see are also blurrier. 
 
Cattle want to go around you: We have all met a few head of cattle that want to go through you but 
that is the exception.  In general cattle that have enough room will want to go around you.  Certainly 
pay attention to animal posture.  Also alleyways in corrals have to be wide enough to allow cattle to 
move past you with some ease. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/06/21/when-handling-cattle-think-like-a-cow/
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Cattle want to be with and go to other cattle: Take advantage of their herd like instinct.  If you only 
need to treat one animal in a pen take 2-3 more to reduce the chances of them trying to escape back 
to the main herd. 
 
Cattle want to move away from pressure exerted on them (flight zone): When working cattle from 
behind, it is important to keep moving from side to side (call it a lazy Z) to prevent cattle from turning 
to keep you in their line of sight.  Notice that moving from side to side is better than just following the 
cattle. 
 
Cattle want to be with other cattle. Cows have a hierarchy in the herd.  The dominant cow in non-
stressful situation may be the lead animal.  However the dominant cow may push to the middle of the 
herd in stressful situations.  You can use a “Lazy Z” motion behind the cattle to get the group to move 
together. 

 

When the majority of the herd has come together into a loose bunch, increase pressure on the 
collective flight zone to initiate movement in the desired direction. 

When exiting a pen, make market cattle walk: Cattle that exit a pen and are running can add stress 
to the cattle.  This is undesirable for cattle that being moved to a packing plant. This can increase 
stress and the possibility of dark cutting beef.  If needed, consider a person on horseback ahead of 
the group to slow them down. 

 



 
 July 2023            4 
 
Start by getting the front cattle moving.  This can be done if the cattle are “not” overly afraid of 
you.  Some people say the point of balance (where cattle will move forward/backward) is at the point 
of the shoulder (see the above diagram).  Others feel it is at the eye/ear area. 

Proper use of applying pressure: Think ahead of the cattle.  Know what location you need to be to 
enter their flight zone so they will move in the direction you want them to.  Move out of the flight zone 
once the cattle are moving in the direction you want them to go.  Continual pressure will cause stress 
and crowding.  Remember, cattle time versus human time. 
 
When working cattle, move in triangles: Move in straight lines.  Move into their flight zone to get the 
movement, then move out of it.  Come in from a different angle (i.e the triangle) if they are not moving 
in the direction, you want them to go.  Cattle are not moving in the wrong direction – you entered their 
flight zone from the wrong direction. Therefore, the fault is yours not the animals. 
Going with the flow of cattle:  As you move in the same direction the cattle are going (i.e. towards the 
head chute), when you approach their point of balance, they will slow down as you pass the point of 
balance or they will stop or reverse direction. 

 

Going against the flow of cattle:  Ever filled the chute, then pushed on the last animals in line to 
push/move the other forward?  The back animal likely has nowhere to go.  Instead, exit the flight 
zone, move to the front and walk along the side.  This is a lower stress method of getting animals in 
front to move rather than pushing on the last animal.  Beside the crazy calf may be last calf through 
chute. 
 
Cattle don’t necessarily want to hear you: Does your voice calm a cat or dog?  Perhaps yes.  Has 
your voice “regularly” calmed a cow?   In the past when you have talked to cattle has your voice been 
more of a woop or holler?  If you can’t say anything nice (or in a nice tone) to them, it is better to not 
say anything at all.  Keep the animals in a thinking mode rather than a survival mode.  Therefore, we 
need to learn how to apply proper pressure and move at the proper speed. 
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• They can hear both low volume and higher frequency sounds better than we do. 

• However they have trouble locating sounds 

• Humans can pinpoint a sound within 5 degrees 

• Cattle can pinpoint a sound within 30 degrees. 

 

Moving Cattle from a Pen: You may only need to enter the pen and stay near the gate.  Consider a 
rocking motion to get their attention or walking in a circular fashion to get their attention.  If you need 
to enter the pen, move cattle that are near the gate back with the main group.  Otherwise, they will 
remain standing near the gate and not move with the group to exit the pen. 
 
Speed and Animal Handling: There is cattle speed and human speed.  Guess which one is low stress 
handling on cattle? Human speed increases the chance of putting excessive or incorrect pressure on 
cattle.  Chasing cattle to a new location may make the animals feel that the new location is 
unsafe.  Frightened, scared cattle may try to return to the original location because they may have the 
perception they were safe there. 
 
 
How to Manage Pastures in Dry Conditions 
By: Chris Zoller, OSU Extension Educator ANR, Tuscarawas County and Garth Ruff, Beef Cattle Field 
Specialist, OSU Extension 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/06/20/how-to-manage-pastures-in-dry-conditions/ 
 
Most of Ohio is abnormally dry and more than half of the state has been designated as being in 
moderate drought. The U.S. Drought Monitor maps compare drought conditions from May 30 and 
June 6 (the two latest maps available at the time of writing this article). Notice how the map changed 
(more areas of yellow) in Ohio in just one week. 

 

 

If these dry conditions continue, pasture quality will decline rapidly. On May 28, roughly 75% of Ohio 
pastures were rated Good to Excellent, with the majority as Good, according to USDA National 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/06/20/how-to-manage-pastures-in-dry-conditions/
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Agricultural Statistics Service. It would be reasonable to expect that across most of Ohio Poor and 
Very Poor pasture conditions could be a new reality without significant rainfall. 

Management suggestions: 
While we can’t control when, where, or the amount of rainfall, there are management practices you 
can take to minimize damage to pastures, while maintaining livestock health and growth. Please 
consider the suggestions provided below: 
 

• Do not overgraze. Plants require leaf area to capture sunlight to complete the photosynthesis 
process. Overgrazing will diminish available leaf area and impact root reserves needed to 
maintain plant growth. 

• Depending upon forage species, plants should be approximately 8 to 10 inches tall before 
being grazed — and follow the “take half, leave half” rule. 

• Consider using temporary posts and fencing to reduce paddock size to improve utilization with 
more frequent pasture rotations. 

• Walk your pastures to observe and eradicate any poisonous plants. When pastures are short, 
weeds have a chance to outcompete grasses. The goal is to prevent any weeds from 
developing and then spreading seed. 

• Be prepared to apply nitrogen — when rain is in the forecast. Applying nitrogen without 
sufficient moisture will result in volatilization. 

• Evaluate available alternative feeds. Whole shelled corn is still an economically viable option to 
supplement energy given the price of livestock today. Talk to your nutritionist to match animal 
needs based on stage of production. 

• Buy hay? Seems odd to consider buying hay for most producers in June. Depending on the 
cost to do so, buying hay could provide a short-term solution. However, if drought persists, the 
value of hay will certainly increase. 

• Feed hay. If you have hay reserves from 2022, this may be a good opportunity to utilize some 
of those bales, especially if they have been stored outdoors as their quality is only going to 
further deteriorate. 

• If feeding hay or supplementing, a sacrifice lot or heavy use pad could be the best place to do 
so depending on the availability of water. 

• Consider early weaning. Calves that are at minimum 90 days of age as well as lambs and kids 
that are older than ~40 days of age can be weaned if feed resources are of short supply. Wean 
calves, lambs, and kids onto a predominantly hay based diet and slowly introduce and 
increase the percentage of grain. Monitor body condition, if marketing feeder cattle, be careful 
to not over condition. 



 
 July 2023            7 
 

• Cull part of the herd or flock, especially those with health issues, difficult breeders, poor 
udders, feet and leg problems and those cows that are a Body Condition Score of 4 or less. It 
is a challenge to add body condition often in a good year to consistently thin animals. Culling 
mature animals for any of the above criteria allows more forage for higher producing animals. 

Summary: 
The forecast doesn’t look promising for immediate relief from dry conditions. We encourage 
producers to consider the management strategies outlined in this article and use this situation to 
develop a management plan for future similar scenarios. Please contact your local Extension 
professional for additional assistance. 
 
 
Surprisingly Big Placements in the June Cattle on Feed Report 
By: Josh Maples, Assistant Professor & Extension Economist, Department of Agricultural Economics, 
Mississippi State University 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/06/28/surprisingly-big-placements-in-the-june-cattle-on-feed-report/ 
 
The latest Cattle on Feed report was released on Friday by USDA-NASS. June 1 total cattle on feed 
for feedlots with capacity of 1,000 or more head was estimated at 11.55 million head which was 2.9 
percent below June 1, 2022. This marked the ninth consecutive month that total cattle on feed was 
lower than the same month in 2022. 
 

 
 

The biggest surprise from this report was the larger than expected placements of cattle into feedlots 
during May which were estimated at 1.96 million head. Placements were 4.6 percent (86,000 head) 
above May 2022 totals which was above the pre-report average expectation of a 1.7 percent 
increase. This was the largest May placements total since 2020. 
Placements were higher across all weight classes except for the 900-999 pound group which was 
down 2.3 percent. Placements of cattle weighing less than 600 pounds were up 4.1 percent, 600-699 
pounds up 9.3 percent, 700-799 pounds up 3.2 percent, 800-899 pounds up 6.5 percent, and over 
1,000 pounds up 6.7 percent. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/06/28/surprisingly-big-placements-in-the-june-cattle-on-feed-report/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/msstate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d27b0f8ca2d30ab88ad971a94&id=111b4d0a2b&e=9f73b5a4f6__;!!KGKeukY!wJ4DAdURkuFtLGiscmA95g1eyJxi59xGXhBkLJN6P4aK-OgODQRJIokA8GCcIfuo_0LKSn3VhGIkBc74ndbClTtlxig$
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Looking at regional placements, most of the overall increase was driven by Nebraska where 
placements were 13.9 percent higher than last May, and placements were up double digits in all 
weight categories. Drought almost certainly was a factor in the larger Nebraska placements. 
Placements in Texas were interesting because of the contrast between light and heavy weight 
placements. Texas placements of less than 600 pounds were up 7.1 percent (10,000 head) while 
placements over 800 pounds were down 8.7 percent (10,000 head) as compared to May 2022. 

Cattle marketings were reported at 1.95 million head which is 1.8 percent above a year ago. This was 
slightly higher than expected pre-report but within the range of expectations. 

Looking ahead, it will be interesting to watch where cattle on feed numbers go during the summer 
months. Cattle on feed numbers typically decline in the summer and reach their seasonal low point 
around August before beginning to expand again for the Fall. Just how low that low-point is this year, 
and the percentage of heifers, will be informative for discussions on cattle and beef supplies. 

 

 
 
Margin Calls in a Rapidly Rising Market 
By: Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension Professor, Livestock Marketing, University of Kentucky 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/06/21/margin-calls-in-a-rapidly-rising-market/ 
 
The feeder cattle market has been on a tear since fall of 2022. In most markets, heavy feeders are 
selling for $30 to $50 per more than they were in the 4th quarter and the price improvement in calf 
markets has been even greater. The August CME© feeder cattle futures contract that was trading 
below $200 per cwt in early fall is now trading in the mid-$230’s (see chart below). There is much 
reason for optimism as many profit opportunities exist in the current environment. But sharp price 
increases can also create challenges for producers and I wanted to specifically discuss one of these 
challenges that came up last week as I was having lunch with a friend of mine that works in the 
agricultural lender sector. 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/06/21/margin-calls-in-a-rapidly-rising-market/
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While there are several price risk management strategies that can be employed by cattle producers, 
some of those strategies involve potential for margin calls. And a lot of margin can be needed when 
markets make major runs like the cattle markets have been doing. This can create a significant 
challenge for producers that assumed a short futures position (or wrote a call option) as part of their 
marketing plan. Sure, much of this will be recouped when cattle are eventually sold on the higher 
market. But the short-term liquidity strain can be a serious problem and is compounded today by 
much higher interest rates on borrowed money. I wanted to share a few thoughts on this situation that 
are applicable this year, and in future years. 
 
First, farmers should have a fully transparent relationship with their lender. If a farmer’s risk 
management plan involves potential for margin calls, the lender should be aware of that from the start 
so that capital access can be discussed. While it may not be possible to plan for all possible 
scenarios, examining the impact of major market moves is important. Evaluating the effect of 
declining prices may be commonplace, but walking through rising price scenarios is also important 
due to possible liquidity concerns when margin potential exists. 

Secondly, producers should at least consider risk management strategies that do not involve the 
potential for margin. Forward contracts immediately come to mind and are used by some. But they 
can be pretty elusive in volatile times as buyers are hesitant to price far in advance. Put options and 
LRP insurance would also fall in this category as they allow a producer to have some downward price 
protection, while retaining upside potential. Premium is paid in both cases, but no margin is required 
as markets move. 

Producers should also remember that there are ways to move out of a marginable position, and into 
something different, if conditions necessitate doing so. For example, someone with a short futures 
position could offset that position and purchase a put option or LRP insurance. And the price floor set 
would be reflective of the current, stronger market. Shifting to one of these strategies will require 
premium to be paid, but will eliminate the potential for future margin calls. These strategies also have 
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the added advantage of allowing the producer to capitalize if prices continue to rise, which they were 
unable to do with the short futures position. 

Finally, producers that like the more solid downside price protection that comes from a short futures 
position, could also consider a synthetic put. An example of this would be keeping the short futures 
position, but combining it with a call option. Premium is paid on the call option, but this also allows the 
producer to capitalize on rising prices as he/she gains on the call. Plus, as the call option becomes 
more valuable that works to offset the margin expense to some extent. 

To be clear, there is nothing wrong with utilizing a risk management strategy that involves margin. In 
fact, there is good merit in many of those strategies. I like to say that if a farmer is not leaving money 
on the table occasionally, they are probably taking too much risk. However, I do think that producers 
should consider all risk management tools at their disposal, including those that do not carry potential 
for margin calls. And most importantly, they should fully think through the implications of major market 
swings in both directions. 
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What’s happening for ag at the Ohio Statehouse? 
By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Attorney and Director, Agricultural & Resource Law Program 

Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-06222023-959am/what%E2%80%99s-happening-ag-ohio-
statehouse 

 

Despite the arrival of summer and continuing disagreements over the state budget, Ohio legislators have been 
working on several pieces of legislation relevant to Ohio agriculture.  All of the proposals are at the committee 
level but may see action before the Senate and House after the budget bill process ends. Here’s a summary of 
the ag related proposals currently under consideration. 

Senate Bill 111 – Urban Agriculture 

Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson (D-Toledo) targets barriers for farmers in urban settings in SB 111, which has had 
three hearings before the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. OSU Extension, the Ohio 
Municipal League, and several farmers have testified in support of the proposal, which contains three 
components: 

• Establishes an Urban Farmer Youth Initiative Pilot Program to provide youth between the ages of six 
and eighteen living in urban areas with programming and support for farming and agriculture.  The bill 
would appropriate $250,000 over 2024 and 2025 for the pilot, to be administered by OSU Extension and 
Central State Extension. 

• Exempts temporary greenhouses, such as hoop houses, from the Ohio Building Code, consistent with 
Ohio law’s treatment of other agricultural buildings and structures.  

• Codifies the Department of Taxation’s current treatment of separate smaller parcels of agricultural land 
under the same farming operation, which allows the acreages to be combined to meet the 10 acre 
eligibility requirement for Current Agricultural Use Valuation. 

House Bill 64 – Eminent Domain 

A proposal to make Ohio’s eminent domain laws more favorable to landowners remains on hold in the House 
Civil Justice Committee.  HB 64 is receiving more opposition than support, with dozens of parties testifying 
against it in its fourth hearing on May 23.  Read more about the proposal in our previous blog post. 

House Bill 162 - Agriculture Appreciation Act 

Rep. Roy Klopfenstein (R-Haviland) and Rep. Darrell Kick (R-Loudonville) introduced HB 162 on May 1 and 
the bill received quick and unanimous approval from the House Agriculture Committee on May 16.  The 
proposal would make several designations under Ohio law already recognized by federal law: 

• March 21 as "Agriculture Day." 

• October 12 as "Farmer's Day." 

• The week beginning on the Saturday before the last Saturday of February as "FFA Week." 

• The week ending with the second Saturday of March as "4-H Week." 

House Bill 166 – Temporary Agricultural Workers 

A bill addressing municipal income taxes for H2-A agricultural workers has met opposition in the House Ways 
and Means Committee.  HB 166, sponsored by Rep. Dick Stein (R-Norwalk) would subject foreign agricultural 
workers’ income to municipal income taxes.  The current municipal tax base in Ohio is based on federal tax 
laws that exclude foreign agricultural worker pay from Social Security and Medicare taxes since the workers 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-06222023-959am/what%E2%80%99s-happening-ag-ohio-statehouse
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-06222023-959am/what%E2%80%99s-happening-ag-ohio-statehouse
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/sb111
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-06162023-1135am/ohio-eminent-domain-bill-meets-resistance
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb162
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cannot use those programs, and HB 166 would remove that exclusion and add H2-A income to the municipal 
tax base.  The bill would also require employers to withhold the taxes for the municipality of the workers’ 
residences. While municipal interests support the bill, Ohio Farm Bureau and other agricultural interests 
testified against it in its third hearing on June 13. Opponents argue that H2-A workers are not residents because 
they are “temporary,” that the proposal would have many potential adverse effects on how Ohio handles the H2-
A program, and would hamper the ability of agricultural employers to use the H2-A program to hire employees. 

House Bill 193 – Biosolid and biodigestion facilities   

Biosolid lagoons and biodigestion facilities would have new legal requirements and be subject to local 
regulation under a proposal sponsored by Rep. Kevin Miller (R-Newark) and Rep. Brian Lampton (R-
Beavercreek).  HB 193 would grant county and township zoning authority over the lagoons and facilities, 
require a public meeting and county approval prior to seeking a facility permit from the Ohio EPA, require the 
Ohio EPA to develop rules requiring covers on new biosolid lagoons, and modify feedstock requirements for 
biodigestion facilities to qualify for Current Agricultural Use Valuation property tax assessment.  HB 193 had 
its first hearing before the House Agriculture Committee on June 13. 

House Bill 197 – Community Solar Development    

A “community solar” proposal that did not make it through the last legislative session is back in a revised 
form.  HB 197 proposes to define and encourage the development of “community solar facilities,” smaller scale 
solar facilities that are directly connected to an electric distribution utility’s distribution system and that create 
electricity only for at least three “subscribers.”  The bill would establish incentives for placing such facilities on 
distressed sites and Appalachian region sites through a “Community Solar Pilot Program” and a “Solar 
Development Program.” Rep. James Hoops (R-Napoleon) and Sharon Ray (R-Wadsworth) introduced the bill 
on June 6, and it received its first hearing before the House Public Utilities Committee on June 21. “The goal of 
this legislation is to create a small-scale solar program that seeks to be a part of the solution to Ohio’s energy 
generation and aging infrastructure need,” stated sponsor Hoops. 

House Bill 212 – Foreign ownership of property 

Ohio joins a movement of states attempting to limit foreign ownership of property with the introduction of HB 
212, the Ohio Property Protection Act.  Sponsored by Representatives Angela King (R-Celina) and Roy 
Klopfenstein (R-Haviland), the proposal would prohibit foreign adversaries and certain businesses from owning 
real property in Ohio. The bill was introduced in the House on June 13 and has not yet been referred to a 
committee for review. 

 

 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb193
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb197
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb212/documents
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb212/documents
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