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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Hello Jackson County! 

 

I blinked and suddenly it was July! The fair is here, and it has taken over the 
Extension office. This upcoming week we have project judging for both those 
non-livestock and livestock projects! If you have the chance be sure to come out 
and support the 2025 Jackson County Fair. These 4-Her’s and FFA members 
have been working hard on these projects and deserve some recognition.  

It is going to be a chaotic time here at the Extension office for this month, so 
there will be very limited programming for this month. If you are available 
Sunday July 6th, be sure to check out the carcass show at the Jackson County 
Fairgrounds. This will be the live portion of the contest with beef, swine, goats, 
and sheep this year!  

If you have any questions or have any ideas for programming, please do not 
hesitate to reach out! 

 

Have a great and safe July! 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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July 6th  – Jackson County Carcass Show 

July 11th – A Day in the Woods 

June 13th - 19th – Jackson County Fair 
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Help! I have hemp dogbane 
By: Christine Gelley, Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator, Noble County OSU Extension 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/07/02/help-i-have-hemp-dogbane/ 
 
Over the past couple of weeks, we’ve had several inquiries about hemp dogbane concerns and requests 
for help with keeping it under control in agricultural systems. 
 
Both hemp dogbane and milkweed are easy to find this time of year and are often 
growing in the same habitat, which can be anywhere from roadsides, creek edges, 
open fields, forest edges, and flower beds. These two plants are related but have 
some distinct differences that can help landowners identify them and implement 
control measures when needed. 
 
Similarities between the two plants include that they have creeping roots; leaves 
that appear on opposite sides of the stem; and they produce a milky sap. 
Differences include that young milkweed leaves have fine hairs and hemp dogbane 
are nearly hairless; milkweed stems are generally thick and green, but hemp 
dogbane stems are usually red to purple and thinner in comparison; hemp dogbane 
frequently branches in the top canopy, while milkweed will typically not branch 
unless mowed; and seed pod shape is distinctly different after flowering with 
milkweed producing an upright tear drop shaped pod and hemp dogbane producing 
a long bean-like pod that hangs from the plant. 
 
You can learn more about milkweed and hemp dogbane by comparing the photos provided in today’s 
column or by watching this video comparing the two plants side by side: 
https://youtu.be/OLb1wM7z0AY. 
 
Some justify having milkweed for the monarch butterfly. 
 
The usefulness of milkweed in the landscape is often justified for monarch butterfly populations and 
hemp dogbane is also frequented by various pollinator species. Historically hemp dogbane has been used 
by Native Americans to make rope, clothing, and baskets. Both milkweed and hemp dogbane have the 
capability of spreading rapidly by their creeping roots and seed production. Because of these survival 
characteristics, it takes time and patience to remove them from a system where their disadvantages 
outweigh their benefits. 
 
Both milkweed and hemp dogbane are considered poisonous to livestock. Toxicities can occur from fresh 
or dried leaves, stems, and roots. While death from poisoning is rare, reduced production efficiency is 
common if consumed. Symptoms range from mild to severe and include vomiting, diarrhea, coordination 
loss, tremors, heart problems, respiratory distress, and death. Some animals may consume hemp dogbane 
or milkweed, regardless of the risk. Some animals may refuse feed contaminated with small amounts. 
Horses tend to be most sensitive to hay containing hemp dogbane and milkweed. Regardless of livestock 
species, the greatest risk for poisoning occurs when animals lack access to more appropriate food sources 
and in cases where contaminated feed has been chopped into a mixed ration. 
 
The concern with these plants tends to be lower in grazing systems where animals have the choice to 
graze around the problems and forage for healthy food. However, in hay systems where populations are 
high, it may be impractical to avoid making hay that has some levels of hemp dogbane and or milkweed 
in it. If you can graze the hayfield, that may be step in the right direction for providing high quality 
forage and better weed control following grazing. 
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If the hayfield cannot be grazed and must be baled, avoid using balers with silage knives and avoid 
including contaminated hay in a mixed ration. Do what you can to keep the hay long-stemmed. The 
larger the pieces of hemp dogbane or milkweed are in the hay, the easier it will be for the animals to sort 
it out while eating. Do not force the animals to “clean up” the bale if hemp dogbane and milkweed are 
known contaminants in the hay. This could lead to consumption at dangerous levels that could lead to 
illness. 
 
While eliminating milkweed and hemp dogbane from all ecosystems would be unwise and unrealistic, 
treatment of some kind is advised in situations where livestock are consuming forage from areas with 
high populations. Both are best controlled in agricultural settings by a combination of strategic mowing 
and systemic herbicide application. 
 
For mowing to be an effective control strategy, it needs to be employed early and often. This will 
inevitably reduce forage yields in the process but may be worth the sacrifice. To reduce the population of 
plants, the impacted area needs to be mowed strategically twice or more during the growing season to 
prevent the plants from flowering and producing viable seed. The goal of mowing is to stop the problem 
from getting worse by preventing seed deposition and weakening the root system over time. 
 
Herbicide applications can provide quicker responses than mowing if done well. The best timing to apply 
systemic herbicide to hemp dogbane and milkweed is before seedlings reach 8 inches tall. The next best 
timeframe is while they are in early-bud stage (just about to flower). It is important to use a surfactant 
with herbicide to bond the herbicide to the leaf tissue and penetrate the waxy leaf cuticle. Without a 
surfactant, herbicide will run off the leaves and not be absorbed into the vascular system of the plant. As 
with any herbicide, fully read the label and follow the instructions for application. The label is the law. 
 
Herbicides that are most effective on hemp dogbane are Remedy Ultra (90% or better control), 2,4-D 
(80% or better control), glyphosate (80% or better control), Cimmaron Max (80% or better control), and 
Curtail (80% or better control). Milkweed is less susceptible to herbicide application. The most effective 
herbicide on milkweed is glyphosate (80% or better control), followed by Remedy Ultra (70% or better 
control), Dicamba (70% or better control), and Crossbow (70% or better control). In scenarios where 
both plants need to be targeted, Remedy Ultra will provide the most complete control using a single 
product. 
 
No control strategy will provide 100% control in one growing season. Patience and persistence are key in 
keeping hemp dogbane at bay. 
 
Maximize Forage Quality – Strategies for Wet Spring Harvests 
By: Ted Wiseman, OSU Extension, Perry County (originally published in Ohio Farmer on-line) 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/06/25/maximize-forage-quality-strategies-for-wet-spring-harvests/ 
 
Harvesting first-cutting forages during a wet spring is always a challenge, but timing remains critical for 
maintaining forage quality. Studies have shown that the ideal harvest window is narrow grasses should be 
cut at the boot stage, while legumes are best harvested at late bud to early bloom. In mixed stands, the 
timing should be based on the grass component, as grasses like orchardgrass mature more quickly than 
legumes. Missing this window by even 10 days can result in significant losses in both total digestible 
nutrients (TDN) and crude protein. For example, an alfalfa-grass mix harvested at the right stage can 
contain 65% TDN and 18% protein, while the same stand cut at half bloom or later may drop to just 48–
50% TDN and 12% protein or less. 
 
To make the most of limited drying windows, mowing should begin mid-morning after the dew has 
evaporated. Although afternoon mowing can increase sugar content, maximizing drying time is usually 
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more important in wet conditions. Cutting height should be maintained at 3 to 4 inches to encourage 
regrowth, extend stand life, and improve airflow for drying. Mower conditioners should be adjusted to 
crimp stems every 3 to 4 inches, and the swath should be as wide as possible—ideally covering at least 
70% of the mower’s cutting width. Tedding or raking should be done when the forage is around 40% 
moisture to minimize leaf loss. Care should be taken to avoid soil contamination during raking, as soil is 
the primary source of Clostridium bacteria, which can cause fermentation issues in baleage and haylage. 
Rakes should be set with the minimum down pressure needed to form windrows. If there is concern about 
contamination, a forage test for ash content can help; values above 11% suggest excessive soil and 
increased risk of poor fermentation. 
 
Moisture content at baling is another key factor in preserving forage quality. For dry hay, the ideal 
moisture range is 15 to 20%, depending on bale type. Minimum moisture levels should be 20% for small 
square bales, 18% for large round bales, and 17% for large square bales. Baleage should be baled at 45 to 
65% moisture and wrapped with at least six layers of one-mil plastic. Proper moisture levels are essential 
to prevent clostridial fermentation. While estimating moisture content in the field is possible, no method 
is both fast and highly accurate. For haylage, forage should be chopped at 60 to 70% moisture and packed 
into a bunker, silo, or bag. 
 
Storage practices also play a major role in preserving forage quality. For wrapped or bagged forages, any 
holes or tears in the plastic should be repaired immediately, especially during the first month when most 
fermentation activity occurs. Dry hay stored indoors should be monitored closely if baled above 20% 
moisture. Outdoor storage typically results in the highest losses due to moisture at baling, precipitation 
during storage, poor drainage, and inadequate spacing between bales. The most easily measured storage 
loss is total dry matter loss, which typically ranges from 6 to 15%, with most losses closer to 15%. 
Additionally, the outer layers of bales often lose digestibility due to weathering. Combined, these losses 
can reduce the feeding value of a round bale by up to 25%. To minimize these losses, bales should be 
stored on well-drained ground, spaced at least three feet apart, and kept away from tree cover. Using 
tarps or storing bales indoors can significantly reduce losses and help maintain forage quality. 
 
During less-than-ideal and limited weather conditions for harvesting forages, it’s important to keep safety 
a top priority. While it can be tempting to push through and get the job done, the risks often outweigh the 
rewards. Baling hay that’s too wet can lead to spontaneous combustion and hay fires, which can destroy 
barns and equipment. In the long run, losing a few bales is far less costly than replacing a barn or risking 
injury. Take the time to monitor conditions, work safely, and protect both your harvest and your 
operation. 
 
EDITOR’s NOTE: Most anticipate quality of late made first cutting hay will be marginal this year. In 
response, OSU Extension is offering a forage testing program with a goal of providing timely education 
regarding forage quality and the needed winter supplementation that may result.  
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Fly Control in Livestock for Summer 
By: Dr. Ted Wiseman, OSU Extension ANR Educator, Perry County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2025/07/01/fly-control-in-livestock-for-summer/ 

As summer temperatures rise, so does the pressure from biting and 
nuisance flies on livestock operations. According to university 
research, fly infestations cost U.S. producers an estimated $700 
million to $1 billion annually in lost performance. With today’s 
strong livestock markets, minimizing these losses through effective 
fly control is more important than ever. 

Understanding the Impact of Flies on Livestock 

Flies reduce productivity by interfering with feeding, causing stress, 
and transmitting disease. The primary culprits include: 

• Horn Flies (Haematobia irritans): These blood-feeding pests 
remain on the backs of [livestock] feeding 20–40 times per 
day. Economic thresholds are reached at 200 flies per animal. Females lay eggs exclusively in fresh 
manure, and the life cycle can complete in as little as 10 days under warm conditions. 

• Stable Flies (Stomoxys calcitrans): Also blood feeders, stable flies target the legs and bellies of 
livestock. Their painful bites lead to foot stomping, bunching, and water-seeking behavior. They breed 
in moist, decaying organic matter—especially hay mixed with manure in feedlots or winter-feeding 
areas. 

• Face Flies (Musca autumnalis): Though non-biting, face flies feed on secretions from the eyes, nose, and 
mouth. Their activity can damage eye tissue and increase the risk of pinkeye. Like horn flies, they lay 
eggs in fresh manure. 

Other pests such as horse flies, deer flies, ticks, and mosquitoes also contribute to stress and disease 
transmission but are less economically significant. 

Integrated Fly Management Strategies - Universities emphasize Integrated Pest Management (IPM) as the 
most sustainable approach. Key components include: 

Sanitation - Cleanliness is foundational. Removing or managing breeding sites—especially wet organic matter 
and manure—reduces fly populations at the source. This is particularly critical in feedlots, barns, and around 
hay feeding areas. 

Larval Control - Larvicides can be applied directly to breeding sites or administered through feed additives 
and mineral mixes. These products disrupt the fly life cycle before adults emerge. 

Adult Fly Control - Correct identification of fly species is essential before choosing a control method. Options 
include: 

• Insecticide ear tags 
• Pour-ons and sprays 
• Dust bags and back rubbers 
• Walk-through traps 
• Insecticide capsules (projectile-based systems) 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2025/07/01/fly-control-in-livestock-for-summer/
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Self-application devices should be placed in high-traffic areas—such as near water or mineral sources—to 
ensure consistent use. 

Resistance Management - Rotate insecticide classes annually and avoid under-dosing to prevent resistance. 
Always follow label directions, including withdrawal times for meat and milk. 

Fly control is not a one-size-fits-all solution. It requires a season-long, multi-pronged approach tailored to your 
operation. Consult your local Extension office or land-grant university entomologist for region-specific 
recommendations and product guidance. 
 
Two ag bills delivered to Governor DeWine 
By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Attorney and Director, Agricultural & Resource Law Program 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-06262025-115pm/two-ag-bills-delivered-governor-dewine 
 
Governor DeWine has received two ag-related bills from the Ohio legislature that now await his action. 
Unless the Governor vetoes either bill, which is not expected, the new laws will affect healthcare benefits 
offered by the Ohio Farm Bureau and will formally add several "ag days" to the calendar. 

The healthcare benefits bill 
Senate Bill 100 proposes to allow certain organizations to offer healthcare benefits to its members 
without oversight by the Ohio Department of Insurance.  The bill passed the House and Senate 
despite opposition from a number of health care advocacy groups who fear negative implications for 
covered persons resulting from the regulatory exemption.  
 
The bill would apply to a “nonprofit agricultural membership organization,” defined as an organization 
that meets three criteria: 
 

• The organization was incorporated in Ohio on or before December 31, 1919; 
• Its purpose is to promote the interests of farms, and; 
• It provides contractual healthcare benefit coverage exclusively to members of the 

organization and their families. 
 

Under the bill, healthcare benefit coverage offered by a qualifying nonprofit agricultural membership 
organization is not considered to be “insurance” and would not be subject to Ohio insurance regulations 
if all of the following apply: 
 

• The healthcare coverage is provided only to the organization’s members; 
• The application for healthcare coverage and any contract provided to a member is in writing; 
• The application for healthcare coverage and any contract provided to a member prominently 

states both of the following: 
• That the healthcare coverage is not insurance; 
• That the healthcare coverage is not subject to the laws and rules of this state 

governing insurance. 
S.B. 100 would also prohibit a qualifying organization from marketing its healthcare coverage as 
"insurance" in any marketing materials, and it would allow the a qualifying organization to assume or 
reinsure the risks arising out of healthcare benefit coverage with another company authorized to provide 
insurance in Ohio. 
 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-06262025-115pm/two-ag-bills-delivered-governor-dewine
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sb100
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If the bill becomes law, it directly affects Ohio Farm Bureau, which meets the definition of a "nonprofit 
agricultural membership organization."  Ohio Farm Bureau recently began offering Health Benefits Plans 
to its members, and those plans could be exempt from insurance regulations under S.B. 100.  
 
Ag day designations 
The Governor will also have an opportunity to act on House Bill 65, the "Agriculture Appreciation Act," 
which  establishes several official designations for Ohio: 
 

• The first week of October as “Ohio Stormwater Awareness Week”; 
• March 21 as “Agriculture Day”; 
• The week beginning on the Saturday before the last Saturday of each February through the 

last Saturday in February as “FFA Week”; 
• October 12 as “Farmer’s Day”; 
• The week ending with the second Saturday of March as “4-H Week”; 
• The first full week of August as “National Farmers Market Week”; and 
• The second full week of November as “Ohio Soil Health Week,” to celebrate and raise 

awareness for the importance of soil health to Ohio agriculture and in honor of the birthday 
of soil pioneer and advocate David Brandt. 
 

A somewhat rare result of non-partisanship in Ohio, the Agriculture Appreciation Act passed both the 
House and the Senate with unanimous approval. 

 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb65
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