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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 
Hello, Jackson County producers. June is here which means fields should be 
finishing planting, 1st cutting hay is being baled, and the start of the busy season 
begins! The weather has been dry this past week and will continue to stay dry for 
this coming week. If you have a garden be sure to be keeping it watered! 
 
Last May was filled with a variety of different programs including composting 
101, backyard gardening, spotted lantern fly, how to raise chickens, and a talk on 
drone use in agriculture. Looking into this June, we have programs including 
how pollinators benefit your garden, an update on the Meat Science Program at 
the University of Rio Grande, the 100th celebration of A Day in the Woods 
Program, and various other programs cross county lines. Please see all the flyers 
at the end of the newsletter to view all the programs coming to the area. 
 
If there are any specific program topics you would like to see, please let me 
know! I want to provide quality programs and topics that pique your interest. I 
am also still new to the county, so I have been trying to get out on farm more 
often to see the different operations in the county. If you would like me to come 
visit, I’d be more than happy to stop by! OSU Extension has many resources and 
if I do not know an answer to a question, I can connect you with somebody who 
does! Have a safe and productive month! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Josh Winters  
Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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Act Now to Keep Pastures Growing the Entire Grazing Season 
By: Andrew Holden, OSU Extension Educator ANR, Ashtabula County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/05/17/are-you-charging-enough-for-your-hay/ 
 
With hay inventories at all-time lows, are you charging a competitive rate? What is a fair price to charge 
for hay? Are you still making a profit on your hay sales with rising input cost? Those making hay should 
consider the recent market changes, long-term trends, and personal enterprise cost to make sure their hay is 
priced fairly and competitively. 
 
Let’s take a look at some of the hay numbers, both nationally and at the state level, as well as some tools to 
help hay producers fully reconcile their input cost. 
 
National Hay Inventory 
Last December the USDA reported that hay inventories in the United States were at approximately 71.9 
million tons. This was a decrease of 7 million tons from the year before, roughly a 9% difference. This 
follows the trend over the last 20 years of decreasing hay stocks and has put us at the lowest hay inventory 
in over 70 years. The low inventory is likely to keep average hay prices high across the nation, but prices 
are often dictated by the supply and demand at the regional level. 
 
Local Hay Inventory 
While eastern Ohio and western Pennsylvania have seen some uptick in hay production recently, the two 
states are still historically low. Our region is also seeing a continued increase in equine hay demand. 
Compared to other regions in the country our numbers are somewhat stable, though declining, and our 
prices have not jumped as significantly as other states. 
 
In Ohio, hay production was down slightly from the year before, 2.2 million tons from 2.3 million tons, but 
still slightly higher than the 40-year low it hit in 2020, 2.1 million tons. 
 
Ohio has seen an almost 50% decline of hay production from the late 80s and early 90s where the state was 
producing around 4 million tons per year. The decline can be credited to many changes seen over that time. 
The type of agriculture seen in state, more row crop production and larger grain fed livestock operations 
has played a role in the decrease in hay being made. In recent years, weather has been a limiting factor as 
well, too much or too little rain has decreases yields. 
 
In Pennsylvania, a slightly different story. While production has dropped over the last 40 years like Ohio, 
PA has seen moderate increases over the last 5 years. In 2018 the state produced just 2.7 million tons of 
hay, and just last year is now up to 3.7 million tons. While not yet back to the 5 million ton mark the state 
hit in 2008, hay production seems to be trending upwards in the Keystone State. 
 
One of the major factors in a regional hay market is often the weather. When the weather cooperates, our 
region can make some top-quality forages. Recently, at least in my county, producers are having to deal 
with shorter windows to harvest dry hay. 
 
Pricing hay 
It is important to know the local and broader trends in hay production to determine what a fair asking price 
is. Another way to judge your local market is to see what local auction prices are and what other similar 
hay producers are charging. All of these factors are important to consider so that the price you decide to sell 
hay for is fair and competitive. 
 
Ultimately, the most important aspect to consider is your own cost of production. By knowing your cost to 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/05/17/are-you-charging-enough-for-your-hay/
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make hay on a per bale basis, you can determine the breakeven price you would need to receive. Just 
because the market price is fairly standard across your area, doesn’t mean that price makes financial sense 
in your operation. Taking a look at your input cost can help you make important decisions, not just with 
pricing, but with management decisions. Some decisions include choosing whether or not to plant more 
hay, planting a more profitable crop, or renting the land to another operation. 
 
When calculating your input cost of making hay, it can be easy to overlook certain cost. Producers often do 
not factor in their time/labor that the enterprise requires. Another cost that is easy to overlook is the fixed 
cost, such as the loan payments on the land, taxes, equipment, buildings to store the hay, etc. With inflation 
causing input costs to rise each year (look at twine price over the last few years), you may be 
underestimating your own cost. One way to better account for these cost is by filling out an enterprise 
budget. 
 
Enterprise budgets 
Ohio State Extension has some great enterprise budgets in most crops, including specialty crops and hay. 
The budgets are in excel and include easy instructions and automatic formulas that help calculate cost. 
Grass hay and alfalfa hay production budgets are available for you to download and use free of charge at 
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/enterprise-budgets. 
 
These budgets have many places to input cost, both fixed and variable. Budgets can be used before the hay 
season to estimate cost, and after harvest to calculate your actual cost. Some other state Extensions that 
have good hay enterprise budgets are North Carolina, Wisconsin, and Kentucky. If you have any questions 
or issues with using one of these budgets, contact your county extension educator. 
 
Summary 
So, what is a fair price to charge for your hay? Like so many answers in economics, it depends. It depends 
on what the regional price is, what the customer is willing to pay, the quality of your hay, and how much it 
cost you to make it. Hay stocks are at an all-time low and input cost have gone up significantly in recent 
years. Have you raised what you charge for hay in the past few years to match these changes? By paying 
attention to the price of hay, the trends in the market, and knowing your input cost, you can feel better 
about charging a fair price. 
 
The Rush to the Grass Flush 
By: Mike Rankin, Hay and Forage Grower Managing Editor 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/05/02/the-rush-to-the-grass-flush/#more-5770 
 
It’s this time of year when grasses show us and tell us what they’re made of. They tell us what they like and 
what they don’t like. It seems some people never learn the language of grasses while others are obsessed by it. 
 
Although different species of grasses have unique characteristics, as a group they are generally more tolerant of 
poor management and subpar soils than are many legumes. They often grow in spite of what we do rather than 
because of what we do. 
 
Although grasses are more forgiving than legumes in terms of where they can grow and what they demand, 
their range of productivity spans a wide axis based on how we manage them. Over the course of the next four to 
six weeks, grasses will transition from boom to bust — or lush to flush — if we let them. Of course, it doesn’t 
have to be this way. 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/05/02/the-rush-to-the-grass-flush/#more-5770
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Seedhead sorrow 
Virtually all pastures and hayfields look good during this time of year. The ones that don’t are mostly those that 
were never given a chance to accumulate any growth before animals devoured them. 
 
Unfortunately, the utopian pastures of today in terms of visual appearance and animal productivity are often 
short lived. Once the seedhead emerges, yield gains come to a grinding halt and bad things start to happen from 
a forage quality perspective. Further, grass quality doesn’t just gradually decline after seedhead emergence and 
development; it falls off the cliff. 
 
The neutral detergent fiber (NDF) concentration of grasses is higher than legumes at similar points in maturity. 
In fact, it’s a lot higher. Mature grasses can approach 70% NDF, while mature legumes may be closer to 50% 
NDF. However, the percent of NDF that is digestible is much higher in grasses than legumes. That’s the grass 
advantage that needs to be capitalized on. 
 
Whether grazed or baled, the virtues of grass forage quality can only be realized when utilization occurs before 
or soon after seedhead emergence. Fiber digestibility declines rapidly once reproductive mode kicks into gear. 
A high NDF concentration and low NDF digestibility is not a good combination. Effectively, feeding that 
combination to a cow equates to just making more fiber-laden manure. 
 
In the case of Kentucky 31 tall fescue, seedhead emergence takes on the added disadvantage of higher toxin 
levels in the inflorescence. This toxicity remains in hay that is baled and fed later. 
 
Finally, many newer grass varieties are bred to head later than older, traditional ones. They’re well worth the 
investment, especially when paired with alfalfa. 
 
To effectively manage spring grass growth, the University of Kentucky grazing specialists offer these 
recommendations: 
 
1. Implement rotational grazing. In order to fully utilize the spring flush of pasture growth, you take control of 
grazing. In a continuous grazing system, the cows are in charge. 
 
2. Start grazing before you think the pastures are ready. A common mistake made by grazers is waiting too long 
to start grazing in the spring. If you wait until the first paddock is ready to graze, by the time you reach the last 
paddock, it will be much too mature. 
 
3. Rotate animals rapidly. Match the speed of the rotation with the speed of grass growth. This will allow you to 
stay ahead of the grass by topping it off and keeping it in a vegetative state. 
 
4. Do not apply spring nitrogen. Applying nitrogen in the spring will actually make the problem of too much 
grass even worse. In many cases, you are better off to save your nitrogen for early summer or for stockpiling in 
the fall. 
 
5. Remove the most productive paddocks from rotation and harvest for hay. Graze all paddocks until the pasture 
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growth gets ahead of the cattle. Then, remove those productive paddocks and plan to cut them for hay. 
 
6. Increase stocking density in the spring. If it is possible, a good option for utilizing spring growth is to boost 
stocking density. This allows you to harvest more of the available forage and convert it into a saleable product. 
This is often done by adding stockers or thin cull cows to your rotation and then selling them when pasture 
growth slows. 
 
7. Even out seasonal distribution of forage by adding a warm-season grass. Adding a well-adapted warm-season 
grass that produces the majority of its growth in July and August would allow you to increase your season-long 
stocking density to better utilize the spring flush of pasture growth. 
 
8. Clip or mow out of control pastures. The benefits of clipping include maintaining pastures in a vegetative 
state, encouraging regrowth, and controlling weeds. Clipping pastures costs money, so make sure that the 
primary reason for clipping is pasture management, not aesthetics. 
 
Late Spring Dry Spell Underway 
By: Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-16/late-spring-dry-spell-underway 
 
Memorial Day felt like the typical unofficial start to summer, with highs well into the 80s across the 
state. This has not been the case much this spring, as average temperatures since April 1st have been up to 
2°F below average. Along with this cooler spring, precipitation has been much below average (Figure 1). 
Precipitation over the last 30- and 60-days is running 50-75% of normal across most of Ohio, with areas 
in northwest, northeast, and southwest Ohio down to as much as 25% of normal (dark orange shading). 
Only parts of the northern Miami Valley (Shelby and Auglaize Counties) has seen above normal 
precipitation this month. Along with low dewpoints and relative humidity, surface conditions are drying 
rapidly. To submit observations and impacts that you are seeing at your location, visit the National 
Drought Mitigation Center’s Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (https://go.osu.edu/drought_cmor). 
These reports will help us monitor the rapidly changing conditions and update the US Drought Monitor 
for Ohio. 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-16/late-spring-dry-spell-underway
https://go.osu.edu/drought_cmor
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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Figure 1: Percent of normal precipitation left) over the last 30-days and right) 60-days. Figure courtesy 
of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center. 
 
Forecast 
This week will definitely feel like summer, with highs warming into the mid to upper 80s 
throughout the week and getting into the low 90s this weekend across the southern half of the 
state. There will be the opportunity for a few widely scattered showers or storms possible from 
time to time, but most of the state will remain dry through the upcoming weekend (Figure 2). 
 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/
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Figure 2. Precipitation forecast from the Weather Prediction Center for 8pm Monday May 29  – 8pm 
Monday June 5,  2022. 

Guidance from the Climate Prediction Center and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from NOAA/NWS/Ohio 
River Forecast Center indicate that after this week’s hot weather, the pattern shifts toward a cooler 
scenario for June 6-12 with near normal precipitation (Figure 3). Climate averages include a high-
temperature range of 76-80°F, a low-temperature range of 56-60°F, and average weekly total 
precipitation of 0.85-1.05 inches. 
 

 
Figure 3. Climate Prediction Center 8-14 Day Outlook valid for June 6 - 12, 2023, for left) temperatures 
and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, normal, or above normal conditions. 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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Are Parasite Problems Returning in Cattle Due to Dewormer Resistance? 
By: James Mitchell (University of Arkansas) and Brian Mills (Mississippi State University) 

Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/03/22/a-summary-of-cost-and-returns-for-the-2022-2023-hay-crop/ 
 
USDA-NASS released the May Cattle on Feed report last Friday, providing us with the fifth data point of the 
year for cattle on feed numbers. According to the report, the number of cattle and calves on feed in feedlots with 
a capacity of 1,000 or more head was 11.6 million on May 1, 2023, 3.4 percent lower than the previous year. 
Overall, except for cattle placement numbers which we will discuss shortly, there were no major surprises in the 
report. Everyone expected the report to stick with the trend we have observed all year, declining cattle numbers 
across the board. 

 
 
Overall, the United States cattle on feed inventory was 97% of the previous year. Most states showed a decrease 
in cattle on feed inventories compared to May 1, 2022. Feedlot inventories in Texas and Oklahoma were 96% 
and 91% of the previous year, respectively. Kansas feedlot inventories were 2% lower compared to last year. 
Cattle on feed inventories were 5% lower in Nebraska and 2% higher in Iowa. This year cattle on feed numbers 
are averaging 4% below last year’s inventories. Until now, feedlot inventories set the stage for grilling season 
beef production. Most recently, in the May WASDE, USDA expects second-quarter and third-quarter beef 
production to decline by 7% and 4%, respectively. 
 
April’s Cattle Placements were lower than the average pre-report expectation, totaling 1.748 million head or 4% 
lower year over year. Placements of cattle weighing less than 700 pounds totaled 605,000 head and were 5% 
percent below last year’s total. Feedlot placements of heavier feeder cattle totaled 1.143 million head, a 4% 
decline compared to the previous year. Recall feedlot placements in March were only 1% lower than a year ago. 
Strong feeder cattle prices and drought likely pulled some cattle forward that were available for placement in 
April. 

 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/03/22/a-summary-of-cost-and-returns-for-the-2022-2023-hay-crop/
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Ohio Crop Returns Outlook for 2023 - Final Crop Enterprise Budgets for 2023 
By: Barry Ward, Leader, Production Business Management 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-05252023-154pm/ohio-crop-returns-outlook-2023-final-crop-
enterprise-budgets-2023 
 
Lower crop prices and a mix of higher and lower input costs have been the theme for the last several months. High 
production costs in 2022 gave way to a mix of higher and lower input  costs for the 2023 production year. Factors 
affecting both supply and demand have continued to drive commodity crop prices lower. The result of these 
changes is an outlook for limited positive margins for the 2023 corn, soybean and wheat crops. 
 
Production costs for Ohio field crops are forecast to be slightly lower than last year with lower fertilizer and fuel 
prices leading the way. Higher rents, seed costs, machinery/equipment costs and interest rates mostly offset any 
benefit related to lower cost areas. 
 
Variable costs for corn in Ohio for 2023 are projected to range from $514 to $628 per acre depending on land 
productivity. The trend line corn yield (181.8 bpa) scenario included in the corn enterprise budget shows a 
decrease in variable costs of 10% but a decrease in total costs of only 5% due to higher rents and 
machinery/equipment costs. 
 
Variable costs for 2023 Ohio soybeans are projected to range from $280 to $320 per acre. Variable costs for trend-
line soybeans (56.5 bpa) are expected to decrease 10% in 2023 compared to 2022 while total costs are expected to 
decrease only 2% in 2023. 
 
Wheat variable expenses for 2023 are projected to range from $246 to $309 per acre. The trend line wheat yield 
(75.4 bpa) scenario included in the wheat enterprise budget shows a decrease in variable costs of 3% with an 
increase in total costs of 4%. 
 
Returns will be mixed depending on crop price change throughout the rest of the year. Grain prices used as 
assumptions in the 2023 crop enterprise budgets are $5.00/bushel for corn, $12.00/bushel for soybeans and 
$8.00/bushel for wheat (wheat price set in October using the September ’23 Futures price at that time). 
 
Projected returns above variable costs (contribution margin) range from $333 to $463 per acre for corn and $378 
to $494 per acre for soybeans. Projected returns above variable costs for wheat range from $326 to $415 per acre 
although significant crop price decreases since last fall (when the price was set for this enterprise budget) will 
likely cause wheat to be less profitable than these return projections indicate. 
 
Return to Land is a measure calculated to assist in land rental and purchase decision making. The measure is 
calculated by starting with total receipts or revenue from the crop and subtracting all expenses except the land 
expense. Returns to Land for Ohio corn (Total receipts minus total costs except land cost) are projected to range 
from $23 to $254 per acre in 2023 depending on land production capabilities. Returns to land for Ohio soybeans 
are expected to range from $130 to $348 per acre depending on land production capabilities. Returns to land for 
wheat (not including straw or double-crop returns) are projected to range from $129 per acre to $295 per acre 
assuming a planting-time price of $8/bushel. If a current forward harvest price for wheat of $6.80/bushel is used, 
the Return to Land is in a lower range of $60 to $192 per acre depending on land production capabilities. 
 
Total costs projected for trend line corn production in Ohio are estimated to be $1,003 per acre. This includes all 
variable costs as well as fixed costs (or overhead if you prefer) including machinery, labor, management and land 
costs. Fixed machinery costs of $88 per acre include depreciation, interest, insurance and housing. A land charge 
of $228 per acre is based on data from the Western Ohio Cropland Values and Cash Rents Survey Summary. 
Labor and management costs combined are calculated at $88 per acre. Details of budget assumptions and numbers 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-05252023-154pm/ohio-crop-returns-outlook-2023-final-crop-enterprise-budgets-2023
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-05252023-154pm/ohio-crop-returns-outlook-2023-final-crop-enterprise-budgets-2023
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can be found in footnotes included in each budget. 
 
Total costs projected for trend line soybean production in Ohio are estimated to be $667 per acre. (Fixed 
machinery costs: $69 per acre, land charge: $228 per acre, labor and management costs combined: $55 per acre.) 
 
Total costs projected for trend line wheat production in Ohio are estimated to be $619 per acre. (Fixed machinery 
costs: $43 per acre, land charge: $228 per acre, labor and management costs combined: $56 per acre.) 
 
Data used to compile these enterprise budgets includes research, surveys, market data, economic modeling, 
calculations and experience of authors. 
 
Current budget analyses indicate less favorable returns for all three primary commodity crops in Ohio for 2023 but 
crop price change and harvest yields may change this outcome. These projections are based on OSU Extension 
Ohio Crop Enterprise Budgets. Newly updated Enterprise Budgets for 2023 have been completed and posted to 
the Farm Office website: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/enterprise-budgets. 
 
Forages; Not a ‘normal’ year 
By: Victor Shelton, Retired NRCS Agronomist/Grazing Specialist 

Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/05/31/forages-not-a-normal-year/#more-14599 

 

It’s June. Well, at least the calendar says it’s June. The temperatures have felt like they were about a month 
behind schedule while the forages have appeared to be at least a couple weeks ahead of schedule and I’m just 
trying to maintain some type of schedule! 

 

If you look at growing degree days (GDD) around the state for the last month, we have been a little behind the 
average. The season didn’t start that way. We had several really nice, warm days early this year. 

 

I’ve talked about GDD’s before. Growing degree days are calculated by taking the average between the daily 
maximum temperature and daily minimum temperature and subtracting the base comparable temperature for 
each day. Days are then added together to compare periods. It is probably the most common way of assessing 
where we are in plant growth compared to other years, since weather is different from year to year. 

 

Growing degree days provide a “heat” value for each day. The values added together can provide an estimate of 
the amount of growth plants have achieved. Some people use GDDs to predict when plants will reach a certain 
growth stage. The developmental stage of most organisms has its own total heat requirement. I like to utilize it 
to compare different years. 

 

I’ve received several questions or comments about forage growth this year. Forage growth in many fields and 
pasture hasn’t been quite up to par. A lot of producers are very disappointed in the growth for grazing and most 
certainly for the first hay cutting. Pastures are not able to be grazed as much before livestock need to be moved 
and many hay fields are way below average yield. I’ve been told of several fields only yielding about one large 
round bale (approximately 1,300-1,500 pounds) per acre, half or more of the normal. 

 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/05/31/forages-not-a-normal-year/#more-14599
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So, is it fertility? Is it the slight reduction of growing degree days? Did the stars not line up quite right? Why is 
forage yield so reduced in some areas? 

 

First off, it’s not your imagination. Forages went from being purely vegetative to seed heads a little earlier than 
normal. Not only was seed head production early, but the quantity of seed heads was also higher. Grass plants 
tend to react to stress factors by initiating their survival mode. This generally means they initiate seed 
production and may also produce more seed. 

 

I believe the real kicker this year was the late freezes. New spring growth was a little early this year and there 
was quite a bit of growth present, actually a lot in some locations, and then temperatures dropped to below 
freezing – in some location’s multiple times. The focus for many at that point was on early row crops that had 
been planted, fruit trees that were blooming or tender transplants in the garden, and not on heavy frost/freezes 
on forages. 

 

Cool season forages prefer cool, moist growing conditions. That’s one reason they are called “cool season” 
because they initiate growth under fairly cold temperatures and generally don’t like the hot, drier summer 
conditions often creating a summer slump in growth. They are pretty tolerable to frosts. Freezing conditions can 
be a little more detrimental. I noticed light colored tips and even some whitening on orchardgrass that later 
turned brown. 

 

The plants quickly appeared to grow out of this with no ill effects, but I believe that the late freezes on that 
tender fast growing forage growth this year was the major stress factor trigger. This set the stage for earlier and 
heavier seed head production, likely with more energy going to seed production than for leaf growth. Frosts 
don’t bother cool season forages at all, but temperatures in the mid to upper 20’s can have negative impacts and 
I believe that is what we are seeing the repercussions from now. 

 

The earlier maturing of forages along with drier weather conditions in many areas did create the opportunity for 
a lot more hay to be cut this spring in a much timelier manner. This usually indicates higher quality hay – but 
not necessarily this year. Good hay drying conditions including sunny skies, a nice breeze and dry surface soil 
have helped to dry hay and get it put up with good moisture (ideally 16%), which makes higher quality hay that 
keeps well and doesn’t mold. The lack of normal leaf production and earlier seed head production probably did 
have a slightly negative impact on quality, but most certainly quantity. 

 

Keeping forages more vegetative this year may be more challenging. Because of forage stress factors that were 
pretty much out of our control, most of us will find ourselves behind the eight ball. What are some options? 

 

The first option could be to do high intensity, short duration grazing, which is higher numbers of livestock on a 
small allotment for a very short period of time. The high animal numbers in a smaller area, often sometimes 
reaching 100,000 pounds live weight per acre or more, creates a lot of competition between animals, increases 
intake and reduces pickiness. This removes a high percentage of grazable forage in a short period of time with 
little or no refused areas. This generally does require that the pasture gets a longer deferment period prior to 
being grazed again. What they don’t consume is laid down on the ground. 
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You could also graze in a slower fashion, understanding that they will avoid more and thus create more 
mismatched forage growth and selection. The longer they are in one spot, the more noticeable the differences in 
grazed and ungrazed will be. Too long and there will be overgrazed areas and areas that are totally avoided. If 
this is the case, then you are probably better off balancing the forages by clipping. Ideally, if you have to clip, 
mow only short enough to even out the forages and remove seed heads. If there are a lot of overgrazed spots, 
then a longer deferment may be needed prior to grazing again. 

 

Lastly, you might consider cutting a few paddocks that you would normally graze for hay. I’m not a huge fan of 
this, but you have to look at every present circumstance and condition and make the judgement call. If hay 
fields are not yielding as normal, then this could help make up some of the difference and reset the staging for 
those pasture fields, allowing you to concentrate your grazing management on less acres and hopefully giving 
you a bit more control of the situation. If you do mow it for hay, quickly return fertility to the field to promote 
new growth for the season and to maintain that fertility bank. 

 

It’s leaning more toward the drier side now, especially in some areas. Maintain soil cover and good stop grazing 
heights to keep that solar panel working and retaining as much moisture as possible and reducing evaporation. If 
you hay it, promote growth and let it fully express itself prior to grazing. If forage is really thin, check fertility 
and provide a lot longer rest. 

 

Remember, it’s not about maximizing a grazing event, but maximizing a grazing season! Keep on grazing! 
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