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Hello Jackson County!

It’s been a WET couple of months! Here at the Jackson Research Station, the
weather station reported 10.8 inches of precipitation in the months of April and
May alone! That is a whole inch higher than what we saw last year and 2.8 inches
higher than our typical average of § inches in April and May.
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With all this rainfall, it has been a struggle to get equipment in the fields, which
has delayed hay production and planting for field crops. It looks like we have a 3
day stretch of dry weather this week, so hopefully we see some equipment
moving!

This month’s Farmers Club Meeting, we have Dr. Seungki Lee coming down to
give us an update on the grain markets and what to expect moving forward!

If you have any questions, or ideas for programing, please do not hesitate to
reach out!

Have a great and safe June!

Josh Winters
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator

The Ohio State University

College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640

740-286-5044 Office

winters.249(@osu.edu
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June 9" — Livestock Committee Meeting

June 10" — Jackson County Fair Board Meeting

June 13" — A Day in the Woods

June 16" — Jackson County Farmers Club Grain Market Update
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Early Tariff Impacts on Beef Exports

By: David Anderson, Ph.D., Professor and Extension Specialist — Livestock and Food Product
Marketing Department of Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M University

Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/05/21/early-tariff-impacts-on-beef-exports/

It’s been about six weeks since U.S. tariffs and retaliatory tariffs were announced, impacting beef. One of the
reasons the beef trade market is so interesting is that the U.S. imports and exports beef. The mix of products
varies by country, including muscle cuts, trimmings, variety meats, and hides. Even though tariff levels
continue to fluctuate, enough time has passed to begin to see some impacts on beef exports to one market in
particular — China.

Weekly fresh and frozen beef muscle cut export data is available through the USDA’s Foreign Agricultural
Service. The data is reported for a large number of countries and can be aggregated to regions. U.S. exports to
China averaged 2,420 metric tons per week during the first quarter of 2025. Following the announcements of
tariffs and retaliation, exports dropped dramatically to only 17 metric tons for the week of May 8. That was the
smallest weekly export total since the week of April 11, 2019, when 0 tons were exported.

Often in trade, the closing of one market creates new, larger exports to other countries. Beef exports to Japan
and South Korea over the last 6 weeks are larger than during the first quarter of the year. Some more detailed
information might be necessary to determine if the increase is normal week-to-week variation, or some
redirecting of shipments following the tariff announcement, or finding new sales. Of perhaps more interest,
export data to Hong Kong is still broken out from mainland China exports. Exports to Hong Kong averaged 369
metric tons per week during the first quarter of the year and 600 tons per week since early April.

For a little added context, fresh and frozen beef muscle cut exports to China are a relatively new phenomenon.
Exports did not exceed 1,000 tons in a week until November 2019. But exports rapidly grew since then to
become the U.S.’s third-largest beef export market. As exports to mainland China grew, they largely supplanted
those to Hong Kong. Exports to China in 2024 accounted for an equivalent of about 1.7 percent of U.S. beef
production.

There will likely be more volatility in trade as negotiations on tariffs move forward. These individual country
markets will be interesting to monitor in the future.

Favorable Planting Weather
By: Aaron Wilson, OSU Extension State Climatologist Specialist
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-11/favorable-planting-weather

As of May 18, 2025, USDA’s crop progress report estimated 34% of corn acres planted in Ohio, and 22%
of corn emerged. Corn planting progress was behind the 5-year average (48%), but corn emergence was
slightly ahead (20%). On the same report, 40% of soybean acres were planted and 24% of soybeans
emerged. Soybean planting and emergence progress were ahead of the 5-year average (39% planting,
14% emerged).

Weather, pests, and diseases can affect seedling vigor, plant growth, stand establishment, plant
population, and crop yield. This year’s early planting dates have been affected by a combination of cold
air and soil temperatures, precipitation, and recent storm events (including hail) in some parts of the
state, which may lead to reduced stands. Some stress factors can include imbibitional chilling, soil
crusting, standing water, frost, slugs, and disease.

If reduced stands are a concern, a potential option to consider is to replant fields. However, replanting
does not always translate into better yields. Here is a list of aspects to look at if you consider replanting:



https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/05/21/early-tariff-impacts-on-beef-exports/
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-11/favorable-planting-weather
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-11/imbibitional-chilling-%E2%80%93-it-concern
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-13/soil-crusting-considerations-corn-and-soybean
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-13/soil-crusting-considerations-corn-and-soybean
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2022-18/crops-under-water-%E2%80%93-crop-stage-critical-recovery

June 2025 4

Step 1. Wait... Plant stands should be assessed after ‘stable’ and ‘better’ conditions are achieved to allow
the chance for seeds to germinate/emerge (e.g., warmer temperatures, better soil conditions). Often, hasty
decisions are not the best.

e For corn, past work has shown that 50% emergence can be expected following the accumulation
of 100-150 soil GDDs (base of 50°F) from the time of planting. This can be achieved in about 5-7
days under adequate temperatures and soil conditions.

o For soybean, assess the stand at the VC growth stage. Visual stand assessment at the VE growth
stage often underestimates the total number of plants that will emerge.

Step 2. Estimate the number of plants per acre from several areas within the field by conducting stand
counts. Field variability exists, and collecting stand counts from several representative areas is important
(Figure 1).

Figure 1. In-field plant emergence
variability in corn. Left and right plants
with more growth and development
relative to the plant in the center.
Source: Osler Ortez.

e For corn, after estimating the
number of plants per acre, for
reference, you can use Table 1 to
locate the expected yield of the
plant stand depending on the
planting date. Then, locate the
expected replant yield by reading
across from the expected
replanting date to the stand that
would be replanted. The
difference between these numbers
is the percentage yield change :
(increase or decrease) expected from a replanting decision.

Table 1. Replant Chart Developed Under High-Yielding Conditions (adapted from the University of
Illinois - Nafziger, 1995-1996).

Plants per acre at harvest

10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000 35,000

Planting Date
% of optimum yield

April 10 62 76 83 92 94 93
April 20 67 &1 91 97 99 97
April 30 68 82 92 98 100 98

May 9 65 79 89 95 97 96
May 19 59 73 84 89 91 89

May 29 49 62 73 79 81 79
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e For soybean, if the plant population is relatively uniform, replant is recommended if the stand is
less than 50,000 plants per acre. If the plant population is non-uniform, farmers may want to
consider replanting at <75,000 plants per acre. Although the stand will look poor, soybean plants
can compensate for low plant populations by increasing the number of branches (Figure 2). In our
research, going from 100,000 to 50,000 plants per acre resulted in only a 9 to 14% reduction in
yield.

Figure 2. Soybean plants seeded at 100,000, 140,000, and 180,000 plants per acre. Source: Will
Hamman. :

Step 3. Check the weather forecast. How
soon can you get back to the field to
replant?

e For corn, ecarly planting dates with
lower stands can still produce good
yields. From past research, a stand of
20,000-25,000 plants per acre
planted on April 20 can still yield
91-97% of the optimum yield. Corn
yield loss resulting from delayed
planting can be about 1.75 bushels
per acre per day.

o For soybean, the date of planting
has more effect on soybean grain
yield than any other production
practice. Yield loss resulting from
delayed planting can range from 0.25
to 1.0 bushel per acre per day.

Replanting at later dates, past the
recommended window (late April or early
May), may result in lower yields compared to having lower plant populations planted earlier in the year.
Seed cost and labor should be considered. When low plant populations exist, a common question is
whether to replant fields or not.

Another factor is crop insurance. For those who carry Multi-Peril Crop Insurance (MPCI) in the form of
Revenue Protection (RP) or Yield Protection (YP), we encourage you to discuss replant provisions with
your agent if plant population is a concern. Per crop insurance policies, the insured must file a replant
claim and speak to an adjuster before taking any replant action. The standard 2025 replant coverage per
acre for corn is 8 bushels x $4.70 (Projected Price) = $37.60/acre. On the other hand, the standard 2025
replant coverage per acre for soybeans is 3 bushels x $10.54 (Projected Price) = $31.62/acre.
Additionally, a minimum of 20 acres or 20% of the acres per unit must qualify for replant before the
standard policy provides coverage. If feasible, utilizing crop insurance is one of the many tools to
manage/mitigate risk in farming operations.

Replant recommendations for corn and soybean are an active area of research. In 2025, we started a
new project aimed at revising replant decisions for corn and soybean. The project is funded by USDA-
NIFA-AFRI under the Critical Agriculture Research and Extension (CARE) program, with the main goal
of identifying soybean and corn replant thresholds based on plant populations and planting dates for three
distinct growing regions in Ohio. Stay tuned for more updates and results on the new project.
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May Cattle on Feed: Dressed Weights, Drought, and Disruptions to Trade
By: James Mitchell, Livestock Marketing Specialist, University of Arkansas
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/05/28/may-cattle-on-feed-dressed-weights-drought-and-disruptions-to-trade/

The National Agricultural Statistics Service released the May Cattle on Feed report on Friday. As of
May 1, 2025, the total inventory of cattle and calves on feed in feedlots with a capacity of 1,000 or
more head reached 11.38 million, down 1.5 percent from a year ago. April placements totaled 1.61
million head, 2.6 percent lower than last year. April cattle marketings totaled 1.83 million head, down
2.5 percent. All figures were within the range of pre-report expectations, with no major surprises.
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Although the report held no surprises, several emerging themes in 2025 are worth highlighting. First,
dressed weights continue to provide a buffer against tighter cattle supplies. One of the most notable
trends in 2024 was heavier-than-expected dressed weights, averaging 27 pounds above 2023 levels,
and breaking from typical seasonal patterns. As a result, USDA repeatedly revised its 2024 beef
production forecast in the WASDE report. From January to December, the forecast was raised by 4
percent, or 925 million pounds.

This isn’t a criticism of anyone’s forecast. What dressed weights did in 2024 was remarkable, and that
trend has carried into 2025. So far this year, dressed weights are averaging 875 pounds, 23 pounds
heavier than the same period in 2024. As a result, USDA has revised its 2025 beef production
forecast upward, narrowing the expected year-over-year decline from 4 percent in January to just 2
percent in the most recent WASDE report. Note a 2 percent decline in beef production is still
significant.


https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/05/28/may-cattle-on-feed-dressed-weights-drought-and-disruptions-to-trade/
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A second theme is drought, which remains an ongoing concern with major implications for feeder
cattle markets and herd rebuilding efforts. According to the most recent USDA estimates, more than
one-quarter of the U.S. cattle inventory is in areas currently experiencing drought conditions.
Nationally, April placements were down 2.6 percent year over year, though there was notable
variation across states. Placements were up 3 percent in Kansas, flat in Nebraska, and up 2 percent
in Oklahoma, but down 6 percent in Texas. It's hard to know how much of this is directly tied to
drought, but it’'s worth watching closely. May is typically a seasonally high-placement month as
feedlots look to reload heading into summer.

The third theme, though not reflected in this month’s report, will appear in the June report: the
renewed restriction on cattle imports from Mexico. This action is in response to ongoing concerns
about New World screwworm in Mexico and Central America. Trade restrictions were first
implemented in November 2024, then lifted in early February, and have now been reinstated. The
most recent suspension will affect feedlot placements in the final weeks of May and will continue to
do so until the restriction is lifted. Cattle imports from Mexico are an important source of feeder cattle
for U.S. feedlots, accounting for roughly 4 percent of total placements depending on the year. Given
the current cyclical low in domestic cattle supplies, the impacts could be more pronounced.

While this month’s Cattle on Feed report did not reveal any major surprises, there is still plenty to
monitor in the months ahead. From a supply standpoint, we have a fairly clear picture of where we
are. The more pressing question is when, and under what conditions, herd rebuilding will begin. A
good place to look for answers is the Cattle on Feed report.
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New drone laws effective in Ohio
By. Peggy Kirk Hall, Attorney and Director, Agricultural & Resource Law Program
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/wed-04302025-902am/new-drone-laws-effective-ohio

Unidentified drones flying over property have raised many concerns recently, but new laws in Ohio may
ease those concerns. The new laws aim to enhance safety, protect privacy, and align state laws with
federal regulations for “unmanned aerial vehicles” (UAVs), or “drones.” Passed late last year as H.B. 77
and effective on April 9, 2025, the new laws amend Ohio’s aircraft safety laws to prohibit operating
UAVs in certain ways and also address local government use and regulations for UAVs.

Legal definition of UAV

A UAV, according to the new law, is commonly referred to as a drone and is a vehicle that does not
carry a human operator, is operated without the possibility of direct human intervention from within or
on the vehicle, uses aerodynamic forces to provide lift, can fly autonomously or be piloted remotely, and
is either expendable or recoverable. The law clarifies that a satellite is not a UAV.

Prohibited drone operations

The law establishes four prohibited actions by UAV operators in Ohio and sets penalties for violating the
prohibitions:

1. Knowing endangerment. A person shall not operate a UAV “on the land or water or in the
air space over this state in a manner that knowingly endangers any person or property or
purposely disregards the rights or safety of others.” A violation of this provision can result
in a $500 fine and/or up to six months of imprisonment.

2. Interference with law enforcement and emergency responders. The law prohibits
operating a drone in a way that disrupts, interrupts, or impairs the operations or activities
of law enforcement, fire department, or emergency medical services. Criminal misdemeanor
or felony charges are possible, depending on whether the interference was committed
knowingly or the result of recklessness.

3. Operation over critical facilities. Two new provisions apply to “critical facilities,” which
includes hospitals that receive air ambulance services; military installations; commercial
distribution centers; courts, jails, and prisons; and police stations, sheriff’s offices, state
highway patrol stations, and premises controlled by the bureau of criminal
investigation. The law prohibits a person from operating a drone to photograph, record, or
loiter over or near a critical facility in two situations. The first situation is operating a
drone with the purpose of tampering with or destroying the facility and the second is
operating a drone to further another criminal offense involving harm to a person. Violations
of these laws can lead to criminal misdemeanor and felony charges, depending on the
operator’s intent and whether the action is a repeated violation.

4. Compliance with federal law. The new law ties into federal law and regulations that
require registration of UAVs and licensing for certain UAV operators. Ohio law prohibits a
person from operating a UAV in Ohio if those federal laws or FAA regulations would
prohibit the operation, which allows the state to enforce the federal law requirements.


https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/wed-04302025-902am/new-drone-laws-effective-ohio
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Local governments and drones

Another provision of the new law provides authority to municipalities, counties, townships, and park
districts. These local governments can now adopt local ordinances or regulations for UAVs in two
situations: for hobby or recreational uses of drones above a park or other public property and for the use
and operation of drones by the local government.

What do the new laws mean for agriculture?

The laws place new responsibilities on drone operators to use drones responsibly and for legitimate
purposes while providing remedies for those whose safety or privacy are endangered by drone
operations. In those situations, a person should contact local law enforcement. Federal law requires
registration and “Remote ID” tracking technology for UAVs, which can allow identification of the drone
operator from an on-the-ground transmitter. With the new laws, there are now legal options for pursuing
enforcement against bad actors. Local governments can also now enact additional laws to ensure safe
drone operation in their public areas.

What the laws don’t do is authorize the “shooting down” of suspicious drones. It is a federal crime to
shoot or intentionally harm a drone, even if the drone is flying over someone’s private property. Shooting
a drone from the sky can also create safety risks and potential civil liability. Read more about options for
dealing with suspicious drone activity in our previous blog post.



https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/property-owners-and-suspicious-drone-activity
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. Jackson County Farmers Club Presents:

DATE: |
Monday June 16%™, 2025 Update on the 2025 Grain Markeis
TIME: :
7:00pm - 7:45 p.m. i Join the Jackson County Farmers Club as we
i host Dr. Seungki Lee, Assistant Professor
Cost: . and Agricultural Economist, for the College of
B Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Science
LOCATION: | at The Ohio State University. Dr. Lee will give

Jackson County Extension us a brief update and his current forecast of the

Office - . : :
17 Standpipe Rd. grain markets as we begin the prowing season.

Jackson, Ohio . All are welcome to attend!
O To Register, please call Josh
THE OHIO STATE Winters at 740-688-5029 or email
UNIVERSITY winters 249@osu.edu
EXTENSION
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it cisasdiverniy.ormsdu. Por an sccsasibls Szt of Hhin peblicsSon, vink s oo sduscosnib ity Caollege of Food, Sgricultersl, and Emvironmentsl Scenoes
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Upcoming 2025 Pesticide Exam Dates

Exam Dates and Location

Jackson County OSU Extension Office
17 Standpipe Rd. Jackson, Ohio 45640

February 25 - 10:00am — 2:00pm
April 29™ - 10:00am — 2:00pm
August 26™ - 10:00am — 2:00pm
October 28™ - 10:00am — 2:00pm

N

b THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY For More Information Call:
bW CXTEMSION Josh Winters

740-688-5029

College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences
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