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Hello Jackson County!

June is here, and with it comes one of the busiest times of the year on the farm.
From hay season getting underway to monitoring pastures and livestock, there’s
plenty to keep everyone moving. This spring’s weather has certainly kept us on
our toes, and many of you are seeing the impact in forage growth and field
conditions.

In this month’s newsletter, we’ve put together several updates and resources to
help you tackle those challenges. You’ll find information on pasture management
decisions, forage harvest timing, and hay quality considerations, along with
insights into cow herd nutrition and current fertilizer trends across Ohio. There’s
also a helpful look at topics like herd performance and livestock liability that can
impact your operation beyond the day-to-day work.

June is always the month that seems like I am out on farm visits the most. If you
need anything, please leave me a message or email as there may be multiple
times [ am out in the field. As always, be sure to check out the upcoming events
and program dates. I appreciate the opportunity to connect and work alongside
you. If you ever have questions or ideas for future programs, feel free to reach
out.

Have a safe, productive June, and best of luck as the season continues!

Josh Winters

Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator
The Ohio State University

College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences

17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640

740-286-5044 Office

winters.249(@osu.edu
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Weaning Rate and Measuring Cow Herd “Yield”

By: Garth Ruff, Field Specialist, Beef Cattle and Livestock Marketing (originally published in
Progressive Cattle)

Source: https://u.osu.edu/beet/2026/05/27/weaning-rate-and-measuring-cow-herd-vyield/

When I teach Extension programs, I like to ask the audience questions to get a feel for the crowd.
Usually, I ask about breeding season preferences, average cow weight in their herd (this one breaks the
ice quick), their cost to develop beef heifers (cue the blank stares), and more recently: What did your
cows “yield” last year?

This is an uncommon question in the beef cattle space, but one that is valuable to understand. Most grain
producers know this number without hesitation either at the farm or field level. In a previous role I
worked in swine production where pigs per sow per year, (PSY) was an annual metric used by that
industry while pigs weaned/saved per litter was a weekly production target. However, as it relates to beef
cow production it may take some thought as to what “yield” can mean. Let’s dive into it.

Many producers will have an idea as to what they sold their calves for and what they weighed at the time
of sale. This is a good start to answering the question about cow herd “yield”, but it does not account for
lost production.

Some producers may also have data regarding weaning and yearling weights which are great bits of
information to track the cow’s ability to nurse and for the calf to grow, but once again due not count for
production losses in the system.

Why factor in production losses? What losses are we concerned about? Accounting for lost production
more accurately represents how the herd performed on a given farm. Production losses account for cows
that did not have a calf and calves that for whatever reason died prior to weaning.

Thus, what I eventually get to in my cow-calf production talks is the metric of Weaning Rate. Weaning
Rate is a simple equation calculating the percentage of cows exposed to a bull that weaned a calf.
Example in a 30-cow exposed in a herd that weaned 27 calves: 27/30 = 0.9 for a 90% Weaning Rate.

By having the number of cows exposed as the denominator in the equation we have accounted for cows
that bring weaning rate down due to reproductive failure or calf death. These cows represent lost revenue
while incurring production costs that should be accounted for.

We have calculated a weaning rate. Now we can use our weaning rate multiplied by the herd average
weaning weight calculate cow herd “yield”. For example: 90% Weaning Rate x 525 lbs. = 472.5 adjusted
Ibs. weaned per cow.

The adjusted pounds weaned per cow figure will increase as weaning rate and/or weaning weights
increase and decrease as weaning rate and/or weaning weights decrease.

Why is this important? Given today’s cattle prices, changes in the adjusted pounds weaned per cow
translate to significant changes in revenue per cow and ultimately profit potential.

In our example with our adjusted weaning weight of 472.5 Ibs. valued at a hypothetical $500/cwt makes
our revenue per cow $2,362.50.

From a benchmarking perspective, a weaning rate of 90% and above is considered good. Many farms are
in the 80%-90% range. Farms in the 70% range have an opportunity to improve reproductive success or
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practices that reduce pre-weaning mortality. The idea of weaning rate further emphasizes the old timer
wisdom of “Open cow/dead calf makes no money.”

I’d encourage producers to sit down, look through last year’s records and calculate their weaning rates.
Knowing herd production numbers, especially in a commercial herd can help identify pitfalls and
opportunities to make management decisions that will return dividends in the future. It is difficult to
make management decisions without the ability to record and use cow performance data.

Hay Testing through Ohio State University’s Forage Lab
By. Josh Winters, OSU Extension ANR Jackson County
Source: The Telegram

The past three years have been difficult for our hay producers in the county where we have struggled
with less-than-ideal growing conditions. The past two years, we have seen severe drought conditions that
limited the quantity and quality of our hay. For the 2026 first cutting, it looks like we may be in a similar
boat! With the lack of spring rain in April and early May, there are many fields that are short in their hay
crops and saw early heading. Even though we received what seemed to be buckets of rain the past two
weeks, damage was already done to the crop and may have prolonged forage harvest.

Digestibility becomes a concern for our cool-season forages as the growth stages progress. Digestibility
is the amount of the forage that is absorbed as it passes through the animal’s digestive track. According
to research from Penn State University, the vegetative stage provides the highest percentage of digestible
material at roughly 63.1%. The vegetative stage is the initial period of growth following germination or
winter dormancy, before it begins producing stems or flowers. At the late boot phase, which is the
transition phase just before reproduction when the seed head fully forms, forage digestibility is around
62.6%. Once the grass goes to head, we see digestibility drop down to around 58.5%. Once the grasses
go to the mid to late-bloom phase, we see the digestibility drop down to around 52%.

It is always difficult to tell the nutrition content of the forages we produce just based on appearance
alone. We recommend that if you produce forages, forage sampling is extremely important to do on each
cutting you produce. Collecting a forage sample is easy. The process entails you taking a drill and a hay
probe, then drilling it through a round or square bale to collect a small sample. This sample is then sent
off to the lab of choice to collect various data sets including moisture content, crude protein, acid
detergent fiber, total digestible nutrients (TDN), net energy, relative feed value (RFV), and any specific
mineral you desire.

The Ohio State University Extension program is again offering reduced cost hay analysis. These samples
will be use in the publication “eBarns” which shows the research going on throughout the state related to
livestock. These samples will collect information on Near Infra-Red NIR analysis, Dry Matter Content,
TDN, Crude Protein, ADF, NDF, Ash, Fat, C, P, K, RFV. Producers will receive all this information for
a cost of $15 for first sample; $20 for each additional sample. All samples must be collected and returned
to your local extension office by July 30th, 2026.

The forecast is looking dry for the next couple of weeks, but the late-May rain should keep some
moisture in the ground. After the first harvest it is a great time to be scouting our fields for some
undesirable weeds that may be lurking around. For more information or if you would like to participate
in the hay sampling program, you can contact me at the Jackson County Extension Office at 740-688-
5029.
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The Weather Pendulum Swings
By: Aaron Wilson, State Climatologist Specialist
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2026-15/weather-pendulum-swings

Record rainfall was reported for many areas this past week. For example, the Dayton area recorded 6.74
inches between May 18-24, the most rain to occur during a single week in May on record (1893 — 2026).
All but northwest Ohio received more 2 inches, with much of central and southern Ohio picking up 3-6
inches over the stretch. Rainfall totals for the last 30 days are significant (Figure 1), ranging from 2-3
inches in far northwest Ohio (a bit below average) to over 10 inches in southwest Ohio (200-300% of
normal). The latest U.S. Drought Monitor shows an expansion of D1 drought conditions last week to
about 5% of the state across southern Ohio counties. However, with the recent rainfall, improvements are
likely with the new USDM release on Thursday May 28, 2026. For more monthly and quarterly updates,
please visit the State Climate Office of Ohio or sign up for email updates at https://go.osu.edu/oh-
climate-summaries.

Accumulated Precipitation (in) Accumulated Precipitation:
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Figure 1) left) Total precipitation (inches) and right) Percent of Normal Precipitation (%) for the period April
26 — May 25, 2026. Figures courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center (https.//mrcc.purdue.edu/).

Soils

The latest observations from the Ohio Mesonet show that two-inch daily-average soil temperatures range
from 66-73°F (Figure 2), with maxium daytime temperatures reaching the low to mid 80s. Soil moisture
has risen significantly in response to the saturated conditions, with field capacity conditions (>~30%) at
all sites. Several locations including Fremont, Columbus, and Belle Valley show 2 two-inch soil moisture
values above 50% by volume.
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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2-inch soil temperature (°F)

© State Climate Office of Ohio

Figure 2) Daily average left) Two-inch soil temperature (°F) and right) Two-inch soil moisture (percent by

2-inch soil moisture (% by volume

S

volume) on May 25, 2026, from the Ohio Mesonet (https://ohmesonet.org).

Outlook

Additional rounds of showers and storms are possible on Tuesday night through the day on Wednesday
(May 27). Dry weather will take control for Thursday through early next week. Highs will mostly top out
in the 70s with overnight lows in the 50s and 60s throughout the period. The current National Weather

Service precipitation forecast shows precipitation totals between 0.1-1.25 inches across central and
southern Ohio with lighter amounts farther north over the next 7 days (Figure 3).
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Figure 3) Total precipitation forecast valid from 8am ET Tuesday May 26, — 8am ET Tuesday June 2, 2026.
Figure courtesy of the National Weather Service — Wilmington, Ohio (https://www.weather.gov/iln/).

The 6-14 day outlook from the Climate Prediction Center for the period of May 31 — June 4, 2026 and the 16-
Day Rainfall Outlook from NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center show probabilities of cooler and drier
than normal conditions (Figure 4). Climatology for this period indicates a normal high-temperature range of 72-
77°F, a low-temperature range of 51-56°F, and weekly total precipitation of 0.85 — 1.15 inch.

valid: May 31 - June 4, 2026 Valid: May 31 - June 4, 2026
Issued: May 25, 2026

@) 6-10 Day Temperature Outlook @ @1 6 10 Day Precipitation Outlook @

Figure 4) Climate Prediction Center 8-14 Day Outlook valid for May 31 — June 4, 2026, for left) temperatures
and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, normal, or above normal conditions.

Are Farmers Liable for Escaped Livestock?
By. Robert Moore
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-05262026-1151am/are-farmers-liable-escaped-livestock

According to USDA statistics, there are somewhere around 4 million head of cattle, hogs, sheep, and
goats in Ohio. As anyone knows who has been around livestock, a few of those 4 million head are
currently outside of their pen or pasture, unbeknownst to their owner. In the legal world, we call these
animals “at large.” Inevitably, some of these escaped animals will cause mischief, whether that means
ruining a neighbor's crops or damaging a vehicle on a highway. The question becomes: is the owner of
the animal liable for the resulting damages?

As with most legal issues, the answer depends on the situation. Ohio law (ORC 951.10) does not
automatically make a livestock owner liable any time animals escape. Instead, the law says the owner is
liable if they negligently allow livestock to run at large. Importantly, when livestock are found loose, the
law initially assumes the owner was negligent unless the owner can prove otherwise. The owner of the
animal has an opportunity to rebut, or disprove, the assumption of negligence.

Let’s use the following example to explain:

A farmer owns a herd of beef cattle. During the night, his cattle get out of their pen and wander into a
nearby road. A motorist hits one of the cows, causing significant damage to the vehicle.

Because the cattle were out, the presumption is that the farmer was negligent in some way by allowing
the cattle to be at large. Thus, the farmer is presumed to be liable for the damage to the car. However,
the farmer is able to show video from his security cameras that a trespasser entered onto his property,
unchained the gate, and opened the pen during the night. The farmer has strong evidence to rebut the
presumption of negligence and will likely not be liable for the damage.


https://www.weather.gov/iln/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-05262026-1151am/are-farmers-liable-escaped-livestock
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Some other examples of when a livestock owner may be able to rebut the presumption of negligence
include:

e A healthy tree is blown over by a thunderstorm onto a fence, allowing livestock to escape.

e A tornado damages a barn, allowing livestock to escape.

e A driver loses control of their vehicle on a public road, crashes through a properly maintained
pasture fence, and leaves a gap that allows livestock to escape before the owner can be notified or
react.

o A utility worker enters a pasture and fails to properly secure the gate upon leaving.

Because these cases often depend on evidence showing what caused the escape, documentation can be
critical. Fortunately, modern technology can help livestock owners prove they exercised ordinary care.
Video cameras offer excellent evidence to prove that gates were secured and ordinary care was taken.
While covering an entire property is usually not feasible, installing cameras at high-traffic areas or main
gates is a good idea. As an added benefit, these systems — which are increasingly affordable and user-
friendly — serve as a strong deterrent against theft, trespassing, and property damage.

While Ohio law assumes a livestock owner is liable for damages caused by escaped animals, it also
provides the owner an opportunity to rebut that presumption by proving they exercised ordinary care.
Overcoming this assumed negligence can be an uphill evidentiary battle, but strategically placed security
cameras and modern technology can provide the definitive proof needed to establish a successful legal
defense.
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Jackson County
Rainfall
May 1st - 31st

Jackson
Washington

5.10” 5.00"

Liberty ‘ Milton
5.90”

] Bloomfield
Scioto Franklin

6.95" 710" 6.35

Hamilton| Jefferson
6.50”

Thank you to Jackson County OSU Extension, Jackson County
Soil and Water Conservation District, and those township

volunteer reporters.

THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION
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2026 eBarns Hay Testing Program

Know what you are feeding!

Ohio State University Extension is again offering reduced cost hay analysis. In recent years making quality first cutting hay has been
a challenge forages often not meeting the needs of livestock, thus requiring supplementation. This reduced cost testing is provided
by the Extension eBarns program and Small Ruminant Research lab.

Cost: $15 for first sample. $20 for each additional sample
What is provided? Near Infra Red NIR analysis.
Dy Matter Content, TDN, Crude Protein, ADF, NDF, Ash, Fat, C, F, K, RFY

Contact information: Your Local Ohio State University Extension Office or
Garth Ruff, 05U Extension Beef Cattle Field Specialist. 740-305-3201

Sample Submission :

Place dry hay in paper bag, wet wrapped hay/balage in plastic bag and place in freezer.

Samples must be delivered to local county Extension office by July 30, 2026

Sample should include your name and completed sample form available at your local Extension office.

Most Extension offices have a forage sampling probe that they loan out for collecting samples.

Samples must be taken with a forage sampling probe to have any chance of being representative of forage quality.

Name. Numberof Samples
Sample II{s)
Costlx $15+___ _x%$20=%__ Make checks payable to Ohio State University Extension
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY O
nondiscriminatony basis. For more irformation, vist daes msuedenondisoimination.
EXTEMNSION Fox o accessible format of this publicatio, vist chas.osu eduncoessitiity.

beef.osu.edu
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s’ PlantHealth

FREE FARM PESTICIDE DISPOSAL COLLECTION EVENTS AVAILABLE
IN ATHENS, CRAWFORD, AND MIAMI COUNTIES

RE¥YNOLDSBURG, Ohio (June 2026) - The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) will be
sponsoring three collection events for farmers to dispose of unwanted pesticides. This year,
the collections are available in Athens, Crawford, and Miami counties on the following days
and locations:

= August 3, 2026 - Crawford County Fairgrounds
808 Whetstone Street, Bucyrus, Ohio 44820, 9 a.m.—-3 p.m.

= August 24, 2026 - Miami County Fairgrounds (Morth Gate)
650 Morth County Road 254, Troy, Ohio 45373, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

= August 27,2026 - Albany Independent Fairgrounds (Athens County)
5201 Washington Road, Albany, Ohio 45710, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

The pesticide collection and disposal services are free of charge, but only farm chemicals will
be accepted. Paint, antifreeze, solvents, and household or non-farm pesticides will not be
accepted.

These collections help farmers safely dispose of pesticides that can be harmful to people and
the environment if improperly discarded. Putting pesticides in trash bins is not only illegal,
but can be detrimental to humans, animals, and Ohio’s waterways. In 2025, ODA’s collected
nearly 74,000 Ibs. of pesticide products.

Flease note ODA’s collection events move locations every year. The three sites listed above
are the only ODA-sponsored disposal spots in 2026.

The pesticide collections are sponsored by ODA in conjunction with the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. To pre-register, or for more information, contact the Ohio Department of
Agriculture at (614) 728-6987.

11
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e Jackson County
February 24th, 2026 ..
g Pesticide Exam Dates
June 23rd, 2026
UAUQUH;:&,Egﬁg 6 Commercial and Private Pesticide Applicator Licenses for
T‘::;ﬁd ? pesticides can be obtain by testing at the Jackson County
( ays) Extension Office. Tests are conducted by the Ohio
TIME: Department of Agriculture. For more information or if you
10:00an - ‘.}.;ﬂnpm need to purchase study materials, you can call the Jackson
) ' County Extension Office at 740-286-5044. Test spots are
LOCATION: limited, so you much register through the Ohio Department
Jackson County Extension of Agriculture through their website below.
Office
“; sml ";p'gflgd' Register by calling 614-728-6987 or

https:/www planthealthrenewal.agri.ohio.gov/apps/PesticideExamRegistration

DOhio State University Extension is part of The Ohio State University
College of Food, Agricultwral. and Environmental Sdences.

k THE O'Hlﬂ STATE UNI?EHSTTY (FAES provides ressarch and related sducationsl programs to dentsla on 2

nondisoimingtory basis. For mone informabion, visit cfaes ooy eduhondiscrimination
For an accessiblo fornat of this publication, wisit ofaes.oou edwacmessibility
EXTENSION

website.osu.edu
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Birds of the Forest | Special Date and Time
April 24 (8am-2pm) - Vinton Furnace State Forest
» Learn and practice basic bird identification

+ Learn tools and resources for improving bird enjoy-
ment

+ Learn the importance of oak trees to birds

Shrubs, Bugs, Wildflower, & Fungi ID
May 8 (9 am) - Vinton Furnace State Forest

» Learn practical tips to ID common woodland
shrubs, insects, wildflowers, and fungi

» Appreciate the complex interactions of organisms
living in Ohio's woodlands

Forest Soils from Trees to Trails
June 12 (9 am) - Zaleski ODNR Complex
29371 Wheelabout Road, McArthur, OH 45651

» Understand how past land history affects current
forest conditions

+ Learn how forest soils influence trees

+ Learn to use Web Soil Survey to gather soil info

Prescribed Fire in Ohio: History & Ecology
July 10 (9 am) - Meigs Conservation Area

35010 New Lima Road, Rutland, OH 45775

+ Understand the history of fire in Ohio

= Understand the role of prescribed fire

» Observe the effects of recent prescribed fires in
both woodlands and prairies

Tree Identification
July 24 (9 am) - Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp
1362 Caves Road, Jackson, OH 45640

+ Understand the basics of Tree ID

« ldentify similarities in tree species

Bonus Program

Woodland Pollinators
August 14 (9 am) - Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp
1362 Caves Road, Jackson, OH 45640

» |dentify pollinators and the plants that sustain
them in woodland habitats

+ Learn strategies to improve pollinator habitat in
your woodlands

Shrub Identification
August 28 (9 am) - University of Rio Grande
218 North College Avenue, Rio Grande, OH 45674
+ Understand the basics of shrub ID

Bonus Program

« ldentify similarities in shrub species

Diagnosing Forest Insects & Diseases

September 11 (9 am) - Hocking State Forest HQ

19275 State Route 374, Rockbridge, OH 43149

» Build foundational knowledge of major forest in-
sects and diseases in Ohio

+ Strengthen diagnostic skills through symptom
recognition

» Learn steps to implement pest management plans

Wildlife Habitat Creation
Oct 9 (9 am) - Vinton Furnace State Forest
« Leamn about the importance of oak trees to wildlife

* Understand the links between wildlife and forest
management

Wildlife Management: From Bobcats to
Wild Turkeys

Nov 13 (9 am) - Vinton Furnace State Forest

¢ Learn about wildlife restoration efforts

+ Understand predator and prey relationships for
woodland wildlife

13

For infor maps, directions,  Regist
and many other resources for 1.

woodland owners visit:
u.osu.edu/seohiowoods

one of two ways:

Register and pay online at go.osu.edu/aditw or scan the
QR code to the right *(Online registration is preferred)

2. Mail form/check payable to: OSU Extension, 17 Stand Pipe Rd

Jackson, OH 45640

or email downs.63@osu.edu

A DAY /r th« WOODS
2nd Friday Series - 2026
(9 am. to 3:30 p.m. unless other times noted)
$20 registration fee per class; Lunch and handouts provided.
No refunds after the registration deadline.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

DATE
April 24

PROGRAM N

Birds of Forest — Vinton Furnace SF
Register by April 17

‘Shrubs, Bugs, etc — Vinton Furnace SF
Register by May 1

Forest Soils — Zaleski Complex
Register by June 5
Prescribed Fire — Meigs Cons. Area
Register by July 3

Tree ID — Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp
Register by July 17

Pollinators — Canter's Cave 4-H Camp
Register by Aug 7

Shrub ID — University of Rio Grande
Register by Aug 21

Insects & Diseases — Hocking SF HQ
Register by Sep 4

Wildlife Habitat — Vinton Furnace SF
Register by Oct 2

Wildlife Management — Vinton Furnace SF
Register by Nov 6 E

Total Amount Due (# attending X $20)

. ATTENDIN

Aug 14
Aug 28

Sept 11

Nov 13

Total of Number Attending




