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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 
Hello, Jackson County producers. We have finally made it! Winter is almost 
over, and spring is about to begin. If you’re like me, when the days get longer 
and the weather gets better, you begin itching to be outdoors. This upcoming 
spring brings us the beginning of planting season, calving season, and planning 
for your pasture. Here are a few updates from the extension office. 
 
We just finished up with pesticide recertification and have added a quarterly test 
to get your pesticide license here at the extension office. The test can be done to 
obtain commercial or private licenses, but you must register for the exam online. 
The February meeting of the Jackson County Farmer’s Club covered Nuisance 
Animals from Marne Titchenelle, OSU Extension Wildlife Specialist. This 
upcoming month, the Jackson County Farmer’s Club and Cattlemen’s will be 
hosting Brandon Fullenkamp from Fullenkamp Family Insurance Agency located 
in Hillsboro. He will be talking about the Livestock Revenue Protection Plans 
and how it can affect your operation.  
 
Some other upcoming programs include a Ruminate School in April for any new 
or smaller producers. This program includes pasture management for cattle, 
sheep, and goats. The Jackson County Extension Office will also be partnering 
with the Jackson County Library to provide a gardening class. Jackson County 
will also be starting a gardening club to provide educational programing to and 
from the group. Anyone interested in being a part of the club should contact me 
at the extension office.  
 
If you have any questions or ideas for potential programming, please do not 
hesitate to reach out! Have a great month! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Josh Winters  
Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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Over-the-Counter Antibiotics Will Require Veterinary Oversight (Rx) Beginning in 
June of 2023 
By: Gustavo M. Schuenemann, DVM, MS, Ph.D., Professor, Dairy Cattle Health and Management, Veterinary Extension 
Specialist, Ohio State University Extension 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/02/15/over-the-counter-antibiotics-will-require-veterinary-oversight-
rx-beginning-in-june-of-2023-2/ 
 
By June of 2023, all medically important antibiotics currently available at most feed or farm supply stores 
will now require veterinary oversight (written Rx) to be used in animals, even if the animals are not 
intended for food production. Examples of affected antibiotics include injectable penicillin and 
oxytetracycline.  In addition, some retail suppliers who were able to sell these drugs/products in the past 
may no longer sell them after June of 2023.  This means that small and large animal veterinarians should be 
prepared for an increase in calls and visits from animal owners who previously may have purchased these 
drugs over the counter at their local farm supply store.  To continue using medically important 
antimicrobials, you may need to establish a veterinary-client-patient relationship (VCPR). Consult your 
veterinarian for more information. 
 
What is a veterinarian-client-patient-relationship? 
 
A veterinarian-client-patient-relationship (VCPR) is defined by the American Veterinary Medical 
Association as the basis for interaction among veterinarians, their clients, and their patients and is critical to 
the health of your animal(s). The practical explanation is that it is a formal relationship that you have with a 
veterinarian who serves as your primary contact for all veterinary services and is familiar with you, your 
livestock/animals, and your farm operation. This veterinarian is referred to as your Veterinarian of Record 
(VoR), and both the VoR and the client should sign a form to document this relationship. 
 
What species are included? 
 
From companion dogs and cats to backyard poultry, and from rabbits and show pigs to large livestock 
farms. The same restrictions will apply to all companion and farm animal species. 
 
How do your health protocols measure up? 
 
Health protocols are customized for individuals and farm-specific, and practicing veterinarians are often 
asked to develop and write protocols for individual farms, particularly health protocols. Injectable 
antimicrobials alone will not work as intended if animals are experiencing pain (drop feed and water 
intake) and/or dehydration. OSU Veterinary Extension is available to review your health protocols but must 
submitted by a practicing veterinarian to Dr. Gustavo Schuenemann at schuenemann.5@osu.edu. 
 
Weather Update: Transitioning to Spring: Will Spring-like Weather Continue? 
By: Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-05/weather-update-transitioning-spring-will-
spring-weather-continue 
 
Not to be outdone by January, February temperatures have been much above normal as well.  Figure 1 shows 
that much of the state will end the month with temperatures about 5-10°F above the long-term average (1991-
2020). Locations such as Dayton and Columbus experienced daily high temperatures of at least 70°F on three 
different days in February, a first for both locations. Despite the continued presence, although weakening La 
Niña, it was a drier than normal month for much of the state. The exception to this was northwest Ohio, where 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/02/15/over-the-counter-antibiotics-will-require-veterinary-oversight-rx-beginning-in-june-of-2023-2/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2023/02/15/over-the-counter-antibiotics-will-require-veterinary-oversight-rx-beginning-in-june-of-2023-2/
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-05/weather-update-transitioning-spring-will-spring-weather-continue
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-05/weather-update-transitioning-spring-will-spring-weather-continue
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many counties picked up 125-200% of normal precipitation. The warm temperatures have certianly advanced 
the accumulation of growing degree days, with numerous signs of spring. For a detailed look at growing degree 
days and to see what might bloom next in your area, check out the The Ohio State Phenology Calendar. 

 

Figure 1: (left) Departure from 1991-2020 normal temperatures and (right) percent of normal precipitation for February          

Forecast 
An active weather pattern will continue this week as temperatures remain mostly above average. A few 
scattered rain showers are possible Tuesday through Thursday, but no widespread rain is expected until Friday 
when another moisture-laden storm will move in from the southwest. Daily temperatures will vary quite a bit 
from the mid 40s to low 60s (north to south, and day to day). In the wake of Friday’s system, temperatures will 
generally cool down into the 30s and 40s for highs with sub-freezing overnight lows. There could be a little 
snow on the backside of the system for Saturday across the north. Watch local media outlets throughout the 
week for any changes to the forecast. Overall, the Weather Prediction Center is currently forecasting 1-2” 
statewide over the next 7 days, with locally higher amounts possible. 

https://weather.cfaes.osu.edu/gdd/
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/


 
March 2023            4 
 

 
Figure 2). Precipitation forecast from the Weather Prediction Center for 7pm Monday February 27  – 7pm Monday March 6, 2022. 

The 8-14 day outlook from the Climate Prediction Center and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from 
NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center show temperatures leaning toward cooler than average with near to 
slightly above average precipitation. Climate averages include a high-temperature range of 43-49°F, a low-
temperature range of 24-30°F, and average weekly total precipitation of 0.65-0.95 inches. 

Figure 3) Climate Prediction Center 8-14 Day Outlook valid for March 7 - 13, 2023, for left) temperatures and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of 
below, normal, or above normal conditions. 

 
 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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Winter Forage Management Means Business Strategy 
By: Christine Gelley, OSU Extension Educator ANR, Noble County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/02/21/frost-seeding-season-is-here/ 
 
Last weekend I had the opportunity to go out to a farm 
site where a family is looking to put in a fruit tree orchard 
and help them do some soil testing. It was a beautiful day 
for February. The ground was not frozen, so it was easy 
to collect the soil cores needed for a composite sample. 

As we walked and talked, they mentioned that they had 
seen some soil disturbance that seemed a little odd. They 
weren’t sure if it was caused by an animal and if it were, 
which one was the culprit. We walked a little more and 
found an example. There was a little mound of soil that 
looked like it had been dug from underneath, leaving a 
cone of soil on the surface. 

After investigating, we determined that the cause was not an animal. The cause was the weather. As 
temperatures fluctuate this time of year, the soil expands and contracts. This leads to soil heaving, 
which pushes loose soil up through the surface crust, leaving the little soil mounds we found. Soil 
heaving is a sign that Maple Syrup and Frost Seeding Season are upon us. 

Frost seeding is an effective and low input method for thickening up pasture and hay field stands (or 
even lawns) with a broadcast application of seed. The ideal time for frost seeding tends to be mid-
February. The freezing, thawing, and soil heaving help work the seed into the soil so that seedlings 
get a jump start on the growing season without people disturbing wet soils in the early spring. It is a 
method that is most successful with red clover and white clover, but some grasses can successfully 
be frost seeded as well. 
Frost seeding can be implemented in both fields with and without livestock present. If livestock are in 
the field, hoof traffic can assist with seed to soil contact in combination with soil heaving. You can 
broadcast the seed by hand, with a hand crank, or with a seed broadcaster on an ATV. Frost seeding 
rates vary depending on the type of forage seed you choose. For best success, start with high quality 
seed and broadcast the seed during weather patterns where nighttime temperatures drop below 
freezing and daytime temperatures rise above freezing. 

Species suitable for frost seeding and seeding rate recommendations are available from University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in the chart below (https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/frost-seeding-legumes-
and-grasses-into-established-pastures/). 

 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2023/02/21/frost-seeding-season-is-here/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/frost-seeding-legumes-and-grasses-into-established-pastures/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/frost-seeding-legumes-and-grasses-into-established-pastures/
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If you have questions about frost seeding or other pasture renovation techniques, reach out to me 
at gelley.2@osu.edu or 740-732-5681. 
 
Drones for Spraying Pesticides 
By: Erdal Ozkan 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-05/drones-spraying-pesticides 
 
Traditionally, aerial spraying of pesticides has been done using conventional fixed-wing aircraft or helicopters with a pilot 
onboard. However, this is changing. Small, remotely piloted aircraft are being used to apply pesticides around the world, 
especially in Southeast Asia. For example, about 30% of all agricultural spraying in South Korea, and about 40% of Japan’s 
rice crop, is sprayed using drones. In contrast, drone spraying is in its infancy in the United States, but interest in this 
technology from pesticide applicators is steadily increasing. 
 
A variety of names and the acronyms are associated with remotely piloted aircraft. Most used ones are: Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle (UAV) and Unmanned Aerial System (UAS). However, the name used most commonly by the general public is 
“drone”. Drones entered the agriculture scene initially for non-spraying applications, such as crop and field-condition data 
collection to increase profitability in crop production. Drones successfully and effectively monitor plant growth by collecting 
and delivering real-time data from the moment of plant emergence to harvest. With the help of fast and accurate GPS or 
GNNS technology, a high-resolution camera, and variable flying speeds and altitudes, drones can provide a wealth of 
information on the condition of every half square inch of crop or soil. 
 
Using drones for spraying pesticides is becoming attractive mainly for four reasons: 1) The topography or soil conditions do 
not allow the use of traditional ground sprayers or conventional agricultural aircraft, 2) when airplanes and helicopters are 
not available or are too expensive to use, 3) drones more efficiently spray small, irregular-shaped fields, 4) drones 
significantly reduce the risk of applicators being contaminated by the pesticides. There are also emerging problems, such 
as tar spot on corn, which may increase the need for aerial pesticide application by drones. 
 
Although they are small, drone sprayers have all the components of large ground sprayers and conventional aerial sprayers. 
In addition, all drone sprayers are also equipped with a GPS or GNNS receiver and multiple sensors for collision avoidance. 
All drones also have wireless remote control for manual operation. Some drones can be operated on autopilot. 
 
 
Types of spray drones 
 
Spraying with a drone is not new. First used in Japan in 1997, the 
Yamaha RMax drone looks like a small helicopter (shown below). 
 
It has a single rotor with a diameter of about 10 feet, weighs 220 
pounds, and has over 4 gallons of spray tank capacity. It is gasoline 
powered, can run for 1 hour before refueling, can be retrofitted with 
three or four nozzles, and was FAA-approved for use in California in 
2015. The manufacturer does not sell the aircraft, rather they service it 
and provide a trained team (usually two to three people) to operate the 
aircraft. 
 

Source: yamahaprecisionagriculture.com 

mailto:gelley.2@osu.edu
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2023-05/drones-spraying-pesticides
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A rapid proliferation of lighter, easy-to-operate drones for spraying 
pesticides is currently underway. They are lightweight but powerful 
enough to lift a 10–15-gallon tank. Most commercial spray drones 
today are the multi-rotor type shown below: 
 
The drones’ propellers create turbulence in the canopy, which 
significantly improves droplet penetration into lower parts of the 
canopy compared to traditional ground sprayers that are not air-
assisted. Multi-rotor drones have similar components but can differ in 
many ways: number of rotors, rotor positions, nozzle locations and 
configurations, type and number of nozzles, distance between nozzles, 
vertical distance between the rotors and the nozzles under them. For 
example, most drones have nozzles located on the end of hoses 
descending a few inches below the rotors (shown above). A smaller 
percentage of drones have nozzles mounted on a boom (shown 
below). Drones with a boom, and especially those with booms 
extending beyond the rotors (photo below on the right) usually are not 
preferred. These drones are likely to become obsolete because of 
relatively poor spray coverage compared to the boomless spray 
drones. They also have a higher drift potential influenced by vortices 
that may appear near both ends of the boom. Having a larger number 
of nozzles on the boom and having a boom that does not extend too 
far outside the rotors may help avoid this problem, resulting in much 
better penetration of spray droplets into the target plant canopy and a 
better coverage of the target surface with droplets. 
 
One recent drone type has four rotor arms with two rotors on each 
arm powering a pair of relatively larger impellers that are stacked one 
on top of the other (shown below). This dual rotor 
configuration provides a more powerful lifting capacity and better 
flight dynamics. Another unique aspect of this drone is how the spray 
is discharged from the drone. It uses rotary atomizers positioned under 
the propellers. The spray droplets are produced by the rotational speed 
of a cup, which allows the spray mixture to be emitted using very low 
pressure. This design produces relatively uniform droplets as opposed 
to the wide range of droplet sizes produced by conventional flat-fan 
nozzles. 
 

 

 
 

Photo: E. Ozkan, The Ohio State University 

Photo: E. Ozkan, The Ohio State University          

Source: Adobe stock 

Source: DJI.com                                          
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Operating Characteristics of Multi-rotor Spray Drones 
 
The application rate of spray drones in row crops is usually 1.5 to 2 gallons per acre. The rate depends on many factors, but 
is mainly a function of the spray tank capacity, flying speed, spray swath width, number of nozzles or rotary atomizers on 
the drone, and the flow rate (volume sprayed per minute). For example, a 5-gallon tank may take 2–3 minutes to empty. 
Some drones have a tank sensor to indicate the liquid level. This sensor can also be programmed to pause spraying and 
return the drone to home base when the tank needs a refill. Once replenished, the drone flies back to continue spraying 
where it stopped. The maximum flying speed of multi-rotor drones varies between 10–30 miles per hour. They are usually 
flown 7–12 feet above the ground or crop canopy. Forestry applications may require the drone to fly at least 30 feet above 
the ground to avoid obstacles. All current models of drones have a terrain sensor that maintains the optimum flight height to 
spray uneven and hilly terrain and automatically navigate hills and slopes. Most spray drone models are compatible with 
Real Time Kinematics (RTK), which provides centimeter-level, locational precision during flight. 
 
This article covered only the types of drones used for spraying pesticides. Additional information on this topic and other 
topics such as drone sprayer performance, best spraying practices using drones, limitations of spray drones and obstacles for 
their adoption, regulations related to using drones to spray pesticides, and resources for obtaining certificates to apply 
pesticides using drones, and future of spray drones are discussed in a new Ohio State University Extension Publication 
FABE-540 entitled “Drones for Spraying Pesticides— Opportunities and Challenges. The links to access this publication 
is: https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/fabe-540. The PDF version of the publication is also available 
at: https://pested.osu.edu/sites/pested/files/imce/FABE-540.pdf 
 
 
Trees near rural property boundaries: what are the laws? 
By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Associate Professor, Agricultural & Resource Law 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-02172023-1016am/trees-near-rural-property-boundaries-what-are-laws 
 
It’s the time of year when farmers are cleaning up fence rows and boundary lines to prepare fields for planting 
season.  Tree law questions pop up a lot during this time.  Here are answers to the most commonly asked 
questions we receive about trees along boundary lines in Ohio’s rural areas.  Note that there can be different laws 
addressing trees within a city or village. 
 
Who owns a tree that’s on the property line? 
 
When a tree is on the boundary line between two properties, both neighbors have ownership interests in the tree.  
However, if only the branches or roots of a tree extend past the property line and into a neighbor’s property, the 
branches and roots do not give that neighbor an ownership interest in the tree.  
 
Can I cut down a tree on the boundary line? 
 
No, not if your neighbor doesn’t agree to the removal.  Because both you and your neighbor jointly own the tree, 
you must both agree to cutting down the tree.  If you remove the tree without the neighbor’s approval, you could 
be liable to the neighbor or the neighbor’s share of the value of the tree, or for three times the value of the tree if 
you behaved “recklessly,” explained further on. 
 
Can I trim the branches of the neighbor’s tree that hang over my property? 
 
Yes, even if the tree isn’t on the boundary line and you don’t have an ownership interest in it, you still have the 
legal right to trim branches that hang over your property. However, you must take “reasonable care” in trimming 
the branches.  Failing to act with reasonable care and causing harm such as disease or death of the tree could result 
in liability. 

https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/fabe-540
https://pested.osu.edu/sites/pested/files/imce/FABE-540.pdf
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-02172023-1016am/trees-near-rural-property-boundaries-what-are-laws
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How does the law determine liability for harming or cutting down a tree? 
 
Ohio Revised Code 901.51 addresses injury to vines, bushes, trees, or crops on land of another, referred to as the 
“reckless destruction of vegetation law."  The law states that a person shall not “recklessly cut down, destroy, 
girdle, or otherwise injure a vine, bush, shrub, sapling, tree, or crop standing or growing on the land of another or 
upon public land.”  The word “recklessly” means the action occurred with complete disregard to the rights of the 
landowner.  Violations of the reckless destruction law can result in criminal misdemeanor charges or a civil 
negligence lawsuit by the tree owner.  The law provides potential punitive “treble damages” that make the violator 
liable for three times the value of the damaged tree, crop, or vegetation. 
 
If my neighbor’s tree falls onto my property, is the neighbor liable for the damage? 
 
Possibly, if the neighbor had knowledge that the tree was diseased, weak, or “patently dangerous.”  If the tree was 
not in a weakened or damaged condition or the neighbor had no knowledge of its condition, the law would not 
likely create liability for the damage. You'd have to take action against the neighbor to establish liability, however.  
If there is harm to a structure, your insurance provider might be involved and take the lead on establishing 
responsibility under the neighbor's insurance coverage.   Even so, there is no law that creates an affirmative duty 
for the neighbor to clean up the tree.  Landowners are expected to use the remedy of “self-help,” i.e., to clean up 
natural and ordinary tree debris on their property, even if from a neighbor’s tree.  Likewise, the neighbor is 
expected to clean up debris from your trees that fall onto the neighbor’s property. 
 
Can I keep the timber or firewood from the neighbor’s tree or a boundary tree that fell on my property? 
 
Ohio law doesn’t address this issue.  The “self-help” remedy for tree debris that falls on the property suggests that 
you are responsible for removing the debris, which could logically allow you to do as you wish with the debris.  
But if the tree is valuable or was a jointly owned boundary tree—might the neighbor have rights to the tree or its 
value?  Because Ohio law doesn’t clearly answer this question, it’s wise to talk with the neighbor and provide a 
reasonable amount of time for the neighbor to claim ownership and remove their share of the tree.  Document the 
notice given to the neighbor as well as the timber or firewood resulting from the tree in case the neighbor fails to 
respond until after tree removal and claims an ownership interest at that time. 
 
 
The Ag Law Roundup: leases, zoning, line fences, milk insurance, and popcorn 
By: Peggy Hall, Associate Professor, Agricultural & Resource Law 

Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-02212023-243pm/ag-law-roundup-leases-zoning-line-fences-milk-
insurance-and-popcorn 

 

Yes, you read it right: our roundup of agricultural law questions includes a question on popcorn--not one we 
often hear.  Below is our answer to it and several other legal questions we’ve recently received in the Farm 
Office. 

A farm lease landlord didn’t notify a tenant of the intent to terminate a verbal farm lease before the new 
September 1 deadline.  What are the consequences if the landlord now tries to enter into a new lease 
agreement with another tenant operator? 

Ohio’s new “statutory termination law” requires a landlord to provide written notice of termination of a verbal 
farmland lease by September 1 of the year the lease is effective.  The law is designed to prevent a tenant from 
losing land late in the leasing cycle, after the tenant has made commitments and investment in the land.  The 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-02212023-243pm/ag-law-roundup-leases-zoning-line-fences-milk-insurance-and-popcorn
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-02212023-243pm/ag-law-roundup-leases-zoning-line-fences-milk-insurance-and-popcorn
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new law now establishes September 1 as the deadline for a valid termination unless a lease provides 
otherwise.  If a landowner terminates after September 1, the consequences are that a tenant could either try to 
force continuation of the lease for another lease period or seek damages for the late termination. Those damages 
could include reimbursement for work already completed, such as fall tillage, nutrient applications, and cover 
crops; reimbursement for input costs such as seed and fertilizer that tenant cannot use or return; and lost profits 
from the tenant's loss of the crop. Find our law bulletin on the new statutory termination date for farm leases on 
the Farm Office website. 

A farmer plans to build a barn and grain bins close to the property line of a neighbor.  Does the neighbor 
have a legal right to stop the farmer from building so close to the boundary? 

No, probably not. Because the neighbor lives in a rural area, Ohio’s “agricultural exemption” from local zoning 
regulations applies to the situation.  The agricultural exemption law states that except in limited circumstances, 
agricultural land uses and structures used for agriculture, like barns, are not subject to township or county 
zoning regulations and building permit requirements.  If this township has building setback requirements in its 
zoning resolution, for instance, the farmer is not subject to the regulations and can build the barn closer to the 
property line than the setback provisions require and farmer is not required to obtain a zoning or building permit 
for the barn.  One exception is that if the farmer’s land is less than five acres and is one of at least 15 lots that 
are next to or across from one another, the agricultural exemption would not apply to the farmer's land.   Find 
the agricultural exemption from zoning in Ohio Revised Code 519.21. 

In replacing a line fence, a landowner entered a neighbor’s property and cleared 10 feet from the fence of all 
brush and trees, even though the neighbor warned the landowner not to do so.  Did the landowner have a 
right to cut and remove the neighbor’s trees and vegetation? 

No.  Ohio law in Ohio Revised Code 971.08 does allow a person to enter up to 10 feet of an adjacent neighbor’s 
property for the purpose of building or maintaining a line fence, but it is only a right of entry for the purpose of 
working on the fence.  It allows a person to access the neighbor's property without fear of legal action for 
trespass.  But the law does not allow a person to remove trees or vegetation within the 15 foot area. In fact, the 
law specifically states that a person will be liable for any damages caused by the entry onto the neighbor’s 
property, including damages to crops.  Additionally, since the neighbor stated that the trees should not be 
removed and the landowner removed them anyway, the landowner could be subject to another Ohio law for 
“reckless destruction” of trees and vegetation.  That law could make the landowner liable for three times the 
value of the trees that were removed against the neighbor’s wishes. Find the reckless destruction of vegetation 
law in Ohio Revised Code 901.51. 

Would a milk contamination provision in an insurance policy address milk that could be contaminated as a 
result of the East Palestine train derailment? 

Probably not.  Milk contamination coverage provisions in a dairy's insurance policies typically only apply to 
two situations: unintentional milk contamination by the dairy operator and intentional contamination by a party 
other than the dairy operator. Contamination resulting from an unintentional pollution incident by a party other 
than the dairy operator would not fit into either of these situations.  But insurance policies vary, so confirming a 
farm’s actual policy provisions is important when determining insurance coverage.    

A grower of popcorn wants to process, bag, and ship popcorn.  Does the grower need any type of food 
license? 

No.  Popcorn falls under Ohio’s “cottage food law.”  Popcorn is on the list of “cottage foods” identified by the 
Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) as having lower food safety risk than "potentially hazardous foods."  A 
producer can process and sell a cottage food without obtaining a food license from the ODA or the local health 
department.  However, the producer may only sell the food within Ohio and must properly label the 
food.  Labeling requirements include: 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/LawBulletins/StatutoryFarmLeaseTerminationJuly2022.pdf
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-519.21
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-971.08
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-901.51
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• Name of the food product 

• Name and address of the business of the cottage food production operation 

• Ingredients of the food product, in descending order of predominance by weight 

• Net weight and volume of the food product 

• The following statement in ten-point type: "This product is home produced." 

Read our law bulletin on Ohio’s Cottage Food Law on the Farm Office website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/LawBulletins/CottageFoods2018.pdf
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