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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Hello Jackson County! 

I think we’ve made it (I don’t want to jinx it)! Looking at the next 10-day 
forecast, I see the high temperatures in the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s. I am over winter 
and ready to work outside without three layers of clothes on! But with the 
warmer weather, that brings more mud. As the ground thaws and mud becomes 
more prevalent, be sure to adjust your feeding rations accordingly. Studies have 
shown that, depending on the amount of mud, livestock will need anywhere from 
5-30% more feed. This is due to the number of calories they are burning due to 
movement through the mud. 

This month, we have a lot of exciting programs occurring! The Jackson County 
Farmers Club has Dr. Aaron Wilson coming to discuss the weather outlook for 
farming in 2025. We also have a spring Hunters Education Class scheduled with 
the Jackson County Bowhunters Club, just in time for turkey season. If you have 
not already completed pesticide recertification for license holders, be sure to 
complete recertification before March 31st! There are only a couple left in our 
area. Also, if you have or know any youth interested in 4-H, come on out to the 
free project fair at the Jackson County Fairgrounds. This will show case the many 
projects that can be taken through 4-H! 

If you have any questions, I am always more than willing to get out of the office 
and come visit you and your operation. Also, if you have any program ideas, 
please do not hesitate to reach out! 

Have a great and safe March! 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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March 3rd – Jackson County Cattlemen’s Association Winter Meeting 

March 6th – 4-H Project Fair 

March 10th – Jackson County Livestock Committee Meeting  

March 11th – Jackson County Fairboard Meeting 

March 17th – Jackson County Farmers Club Meeting – Weather Outlook for 2025 

March 20th – Meigs County Pesticide Recertification  

March 22nd – 23rd – Hunter’s Education Class with the Jackson Bowhunters Club 

March 25th – Ross County Pesticide Recertification 

March 26th – Pike County Fertilizer Certification Class  

April 3rd – Rain Barrel Workshop with the Jackson City Library  

April 4th – Southern Ohio Women in Agriculture Conference 
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Caring for Livestock in Late Winter and Early Spring 
By: Ted Wiseman, OSU Extension, Perry County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/02/26/caring-for-livestock-in-late-winter-and-early-spring/ 
 
As spring approaches, we eagerly anticipate the arrival of green grass, especially after the challenges of a 
drought-stricken summer. While the promise of warmer days is on the horizon, it’s important to navigate 
the transitional period of late winter and early spring with care. Proper management during this time is 
crucial to ensure the health and productivity of livestock. 
 
Fluctuating temperatures and unpredictable weather patterns necessitate providing adequate shelter for 
livestock. Protecting animals from cold winds, rain, and muddy conditions is essential to prevent stress 
and illness. Constructing windbreaks, barns, or other well-built shelters can shield animals from the harsh 
elements. Additionally, maintaining a dry and clean environment is vital, as wet and muddy areas can 
harbor pathogens that lead to hoof problems and respiratory issues. 
 
Carefully planned feeding strategies are necessary to meet the nutritional needs of livestock during late 
winter and early spring. With limited pasture growth, providing high-quality hay or silage is crucial. 
Pregnant or lactating animals, as well as young stock, require additional nutritional support. Grain or 
protein supplements can help meet these increased demands, promoting proper growth and development. 
 
Ensuring access to clean, unfrozen water is critical for all livestock. Dehydration can lead to severe 
health issues, including reduced feed intake and decreased milk production. Producers should regularly 
check water sources to ensure they are free from ice and contaminants. Investing in heated waterers or 
water troughs equipped with de-icing systems can be beneficial in regions prone to freezing 
temperatures. 
 
Regular monitoring of livestock for signs of illness or distress is essential during late winter and early 
spring. Common health issues during this period include respiratory infections, parasites, and nutritional 
deficiencies. Early detection and prompt treatment of these problems can prevent more severe 
complications and maintain the overall health of the herd. 
 
Now is the time to focus on pasture management. Many pastures may have been overgrazed during the 
previous year, and it’s important to monitor how they respond as temperatures begin to rise. Taking 
proactive measures and planning carefully can enhance pasture recovery and ensure a sustainable forage 
supply for the coming months. 
 
By implementing these strategies, livestock producers can successfully navigate the challenges of late 
winter and early spring, supporting the health and productivity of their animals. Proactive management 
and careful planning not only enhance animal well-being but also contribute to the overall success of the 
farm. 
 
Frost Seeding Season is Here 
By: Christine Gelley, Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator, Noble County OSU Extension 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/02/19/frost-seeding-season-is-here/ 
 
Many forage managers are considering frost seeding this season in response to damage from the drought and 
hoof traffic over the winter. Now to St. Patrick’s Day tends to be the ideal time for frost seeding. Reason being, 
water that is held in the upper horizon of the soil freezes, then the water expands, which leads to pressure that 
forces soil up and out during a freeze. When the water in the soil thaws, it takes up less space, and the soil 
settles back again 
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If frost seeding occurs in a timely manner, soil heaving cycles help work 
seed that is spread on the surface into the soil. Good seed to soil contact 
will help seedlings get a jump start on the growing season without the 
risk of disturbing soils in the early spring when conditions may be too 
wet to tread on. 
 
Livestock can be helpers with frost-seeding. Hoof traffic after frost 
seeding can assist with seed to soil contact in combination with soil 
heaving. You can broadcast the seed by hand, with a hand crank, or with 
a seed broadcaster on an ATV. Seed could also be aerially applied via 
plane or drone if the service is available to you. Livestock should be 
removed from the frost seeded area as soon as seed germination begins 
so that young seedlings can grow without grazing pressure or hoof 
traffic. In many cases, animals can return 30-45 days after seed begins to germinate. 
 
Frost seeding isn’t just for legumes. There are some grasses that offer decent performance when frost seeded as 
well. It is important to start with high quality seed and apply it in the same timeframe as previously mentioned. 
 
Recommended seeding rates for the forages that deliver good establishment through frost seeding are provided 
in the table below (information sourced from The Ohio State University and University of Wisconsin-Madison): 
 

 
 
The ease of frost-seeding makes it appealing, but the seeding step alone isn’t all it takes for establishment to be 
successful. It must be followed by good grazing management and by providing rest and recovery time to newly 
established seedings. 
 
Frost-seeding may not be for every producer. It is likely that 2025 will see an increase in weed pressure due to 
the amount of bare ground that has remained exposed for weed seed deposition during the drought. Many of our 
most problematic pasture weeds are broadleaf plants and the effective herbicides that provide control may also 
harm newly frost-seeded legumes. If you anticipate having these challenges, you might consider frost seeding 
grasses and waiting to add legumes until weed pressure can be evaluated later in the growing season. 
 
Every farm has a different story, different soils, and different forage mixes. There is no one-size-fits-all plan for 
forage management. Fortunately, Extension is here for questions about forage selection and site considerations. 
Feel free to contact your County OSU Extension Office. 
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Spring Planting Outlook 
By: Jim Noel 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-05/spring-planting-outlook 
 
Last autumn much of Ohio was drier than normal. Ohio saw anywhere from 60-100% of normal 
rainfall except far southern Ohio which was hit by the remnants of Hurricane Helene allowing for 
rainfall of 100-125% of normal.  See Figure 1.  

 

Figure 1. Accumulated Precipitation Autumn 2025. Courtesy 
NOAA Midwest Climate Center - https://mrcc.purdue.edu 

During the winter, we did see a slight wetting across 
most of Ohio except in northwest Ohio. Precipitation was 
generally 95-110% of normal. This allowed for drought 
improvement across most of the state except far 
northwest Ohio where precipitation was 75-95% of 
normal. Hence, some drought lingers in the far northwest 
part of the state. See Figure 2. 

Figure 2. Accumulated Precipitation Winter 2025. Courtesy NOAA 
Midwest Climate Center - https://mrcc.purdue.edu 
 
The weather pattern since autumn has been a rotating 
pattern of 2-4 weeks of warm and wet followed by 2-4 
weeks of cold and dry. This rotating pattern is likely to 
persist into our spring planting season. The temperature 
forecast calls for temperatures slightly warmer than 
normal (0-+2F). However, there will be a lot of swings in 
those temperatures on a 2-4 week basis. Precipitation 
will also see wild variably swings from dry to wet to dry 
averaging zero to +1 inches above normal through May. 
The last freeze this year is anticipated to be about 
normal in the second half of April to about the first of 
May. 
 
We also expect a windy March and early April before 
winds return to near normal conditions from middle April 
to May.  
 
Since the oceans are returning to normal conditions, we 
expect a highly variable spring averaging not that far 
from normal through May. Hence, we do not see an early 
planting season or a really late planting season. Expect 
a fairly typical on-time planting season. There should be 
opportunities to plant in the quieter periods of the 
variable cycle as long as you take advantage of those 
opportunities. 

 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/


March 2025            6 
 
In the short term, we will see a parade of storms the next 2-3 weeks with a gradual wetter period 
and wild swings in temperatures from below normal to above normal and back and forth. 
Temperatures the first half of next week will at least reach into the 60s in much of the state.  
A quick look to summer indicates possibly a drier June followed by a normal to slightly wetter 
July/August and temperatures leaning above normal. 
 
In summary, a slightly warmer and wetter spring is forecast followed by a slightly warmer 
summer with near normal rainfall but a highly variable summer rainfall pattern. Expect more 
variability this year over last year (lots of swings). 
 
From Paper to Pixels: Do Emojis Count as Electronic Signatures? 
By: Jeffrey K. Lewis, Esq., Program Coordinator, Income Tax Schools 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/mon-02102025-835am/paper-pixels-do-emojis-count-electronic-
signatures 
 
Traditional communication methods are a thing of the past. With instant 
access to email, social media, text messages, websites, and video calls, 
digital communication is now the primary way individuals and 
organizations connect. In this digital age, emojis have become a key form 
of expression. Traditional contracts, once reliant on handwritten 
signatures, have now expanded to include electronic signatures under 
federal and state law. But can a simple thumbs-up emoji or smiley face be 
seen as legally binding consent in a contractual agreement? Recent legal 
trends suggest that in certain circumstances, the answer may be yes. 
Producers should be aware of the potential legal risks emojis pose when 
negotiating a contract through digital communications. 
 
Legal Landscape of Electronic Signatures 
 

• Federal E-Sign Act: The Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act (“E-Sign 
Act”), enacted in 2000, ensures that electronic records and signatures are legally valid, provided 
they meet certain requirements. The law explicitly states that electronic contracts and signatures 
cannot be denied enforceability solely because they are digital. Under the E-Sign Act, an 
electronic signature is broadly defined as any “electronic sound, symbol, or process” associated 
with a contract and executed with intent. 

• Ohio’s UETA: Ohio has adopted the Uniform Electronic Transactions Act (“UETA”), which 
complements the E-Sign Act and provides additional guidance on electronic contracts within the 
state. UETA establishes that electronic signatures and records hold the same legal validity as their 
paper counterparts (with limited exceptions), as long as both parties have agreed to conduct 
transactions electronically. Like the E-Sign Act, UETA does not explicitly address emojis. 
However, given its broad definition of electronic signatures, emojis could qualify if used with the 
intent to agree to contract terms.  

• Industry Standards: Additionally, certain industries may have standards that deal with digital 
communications. For example, within the grain trade, a responsive emoji texted to a purchaser 
might be deemed sufficient “confirmation” under the National Grain and Feed Association’s 
(“NGFA”) Grain Trade Rules. These rules require written confirmation, which can be sent via 
postal mail, courier, or electronic means. Since the rules do not expressly exclude emojis as a 
form of electronic communication, their validity remains an open question.   
 

Judicial Treatment of Emojis and Digital Communications in Contract Law 
While Ohio courts have yet to issue a definitive ruling on emojis as contractual acceptance, there is case 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/mon-02102025-835am/paper-pixels-do-emojis-count-electronic-signatures
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/mon-02102025-835am/paper-pixels-do-emojis-count-electronic-signatures
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law that addresses the issue of digital communications and the use of emojis to create a legally 
enforceable contract.  
 
International Case Law: Although not a binding legal precedent, a notable case outside the U.S. has 
gained international attention. In South West Terminal Ltd. v. Achter Land & Cattle Ltd., the court 
addressed whether a farmer’s thumbs-up emoji in response to a contract image constituted acceptance. 
The court ruled that a legally binding contract was formed and held the farmer liable for breach. (See our 
original post on the South West case here). In December, a Canadian appellate court upheld this decision, 
finding that Achter Land & Cattle intended to enter into a contract with South West Terminal and that 
both parties had communicated and agreed upon the essential terms. 
 
U.S. Case Law: While no U.S. case law directly addresses whether a contract can be formed by the use 
of emojis as the court does in the Southwest case, there are examples of U.S. courts interpreting digital 
communications and the use of emojis within other traditional legal frameworks. 
 

• CX Digital Media, Inc. v. Smoking Everywhere, Inc.: The court held that an instant message 
exchange effectively modified a contract that contained a “no-oral modification clause.”  

• In RE Bed Bath & Beyond Corporation Securities Litigation: The court ruled that a “full 
moon face” emoji contained within a tweet could plausibly mislead stockholders and could be a 
securities violation in some contexts.   

• Lightstone Re LLC v. Zinntex LLC: The court determined that a factual dispute remained as to 
whether a thumbs-up emoji constituted a valid contract, preventing it from granting summary 
judgment on that basis (though summary judgment was granted for the plaintiff on other 
grounds). The court acknowledged that “even if such an electronic signature in the form of an 
emoji can create a valid contract, there still must be a meeting of the minds and an intent to be so 
bound.”  

• Battle Axe Construction, LLC v. Hafner & Sons, Inc.: An Ohio court ruled that a series of 
emails met the requirements of Ohio’s Statute of Frauds, which requires certain contracts to be in 
writing. 

• N. Side Bank & Trust Co. v. Trinity Aviation, L.L.C.: An Ohio court determined that a series 
of emails between the parties included the necessary elements to form a legally enforceable 
contract. 

 
What does this all mean?  
In summary, there is no clear answer (either in Ohio or nationwide) on whether an emoji can serve as an 
electronic signature and signify acceptance of a contract. However, as can be seen from the list of cases 
above, there is legal precedent establishing that digital communications can create a legally enforceable 
contract.  
 
If the issue of whether an emoji qualifies as an electronic signature arises, Ohio courts will likely 
consider the broad definition of electronic signatures under federal and state law. They will also evaluate 
the context of the digital communication between the parties, assessing whether all elements of contract 
formation are present and whether a party intended to accept the contract by sending an emoji. 
 
How should you manage your digital communications? 
Although digital communications and contracting are legally recognized, using emojis as evidence of 
contract formation remains challenging. Emojis can be ambiguous and open to interpretation. For 
instance, the fire emoji might signal excitement in one context but destruction in another. One party may 
interpret it as confirmation of a contract, while the other may intend it as a rejection of negotiations. This 
type of ambiguity will continue to pose an ongoing issue if emojis are allowed to be used as electronic 
signatures. 
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To help minimize the risk of misinterpretation when negotiating contracts digitally, consider these best 
practices:  
 

• Avoid emojis – While it may seem simple, refraining from using emojis helps prevent confusion 
over contract formation and reduces the risk of an emoji being interpreted as an electronic 
signature, lowering the chances of disputes or litigation.  

• Clarify intent if emojis are used – If the other party includes emojis in negotiations, follow up 
to ensure their intent is clear and unambiguous. Additionally, consider finalizing digital 
negotiations with a formal written contract. 

• Establish employer guidelines – Employers should implement internal policies outlining how 
employees engage in contractual discussions via text, email, or social media to ensure clarity and 
consistency. 
 

Final Thoughts  
As digital communication evolves, so too will legal interpretations regarding its use. The federal E-Sign 
Act and Ohio’s UETA provide a robust framework for recognizing electronic agreements, and courts 
may uphold emojis as valid expressions of contractual intent under the right circumstances. Nevertheless, 
the safest approach remains to use traditional contractual language alongside any digital expressions. 
When in doubt, always put it in writing—words continue to reign supreme in contract law. 
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