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Hello Jackson County!

As we step into the early part of 2026, the shift in weather brings a welcome
sense of renewal across Jackson County. Days are getting longer, temperatures
are inching upward, and the landscape is slowly waking from winter’s grip. With
that change comes a renewed energy and excitement for the opportunities
ahead—both in the fields and within our Extension programming.

The programs featured in the following pages highlight our continued
commitment to supporting the agricultural community with research-based
education and practical, hands-on learning experiences. This season’s offerings
include a diverse mix of workshops, certification courses, and producer-focused
meetings designed to help you navigate the year with confidence—whether
you’re strengthening your livestock management skills, exploring new crop
strategies, or preparing for the busy months ahead.

As always, our goal is to meet you where you are and provide valuable,
accessible information that makes a real difference on your farm, in your
business, and throughout the community. The growing season is just around the
corner, and we are excited to partner with you as we prepare for the opportunities
that lie ahead.

If you have questions about any of the upcoming programs or if there are topics
you’d like to see in future offerings, please reach out anytime at
winters.249@osu.edu or 740-286-5044. Your insight and involvement help us
continue to strengthen agriculture in Jackson County.

Have a safe and productive March!

Josh Winters

Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator
The Ohio State University

College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences

17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640

740-286-5044 Office

winters.249@osu.edu
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March 4% — Youth Quality Assurance (QA)

March 5™ — Gallia County Gardening Program

March 9" — Livestock Committee Meeting

March 10" — Fair Board Meeting

March 12" — Supplementation of Beef Cattle on Ohio Fescue

March 19" — Ross County PAT
March 215t — 22" _ Hunter’s Education Class

March 23" — Beef Quality Assurance (BQA)

March 24™ — Master Gardener’s Kickoff Program
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Mud Season is Amongst Us
By: Garth Ruff, Beef Cattle Field Specialist, OSU Extension
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beet/2026/02/18/mud-season-is-amongst-us/

Traditionally we describe weather in four seasons; Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Winter. On the farm
the reality is that the seasons tend to be more variable and more complicated. I like to describe the
seasons of Ohio cattle farming more as follows: Winter, Mud, Calving, Hay, Breeding, Marketing.

For some throw in planting and harvest as well but those are six distinct periods throughout the year that
cattle producers make management decisions that impact herd performance and profitability. They also
may bleed into one another depending on what Mother Nature has in store with precipitation and
temperatures.

Now that we are through the bulk of winter (regardless of what the groundhog may have said) we are
now in my least favorite season, Mud!

To be clear I, along with many cattle producers hate mud season. Not only do we drag heavy wet soil on
our shoes everywhere, but the impact that mud has on livestock is significant.

As rainfall patterns shift here in Ohio and the rest of the eastern Cornbelt, indications are that our springs
are going to be warmer and wetter over time. I think we can attest to that if recent memory serves us
well.

I don’t have to drive very far to see cattle standing around a bale feeder in near hock deep mud. Consider
the impact mud has on energy requirements for a cow and health impacts for a young calf, especially
when temperatures are still relatively cold as we move into the start of mud season.

Mud depth significantly increases cow energy requirements (up to 30% or more) while simultaneously
reducing feed intake 15-30% due to increased movement effort, reduced mobility to feeders, and loss of
hair coat insulation. Mud 4-8 inches deep can reduce feed intake by 15%, while deeper mud (12+ inches)
further drops intake and forces cows to burn energy for body heat, resulting in lower milk production,
poor body condition, and reduced calf health.

Supplementing Corn

As mud becomes more of an issue, especially in the last trimester of gestation for a beef cow. Research
conducted at the Ohio State University Eastern Ag Research Station has shown suggests that a cow in
muddy conditions requires an additional 1.8 Mcal Net Energy/day or 2.5 1bs. of corn to maintain
adequate body condition as demonstrated by Dr. Kirsten Nickles.

To account for the additional need in calories, cows can be supplemented. The most cost effective
feedstuff to supplement is whole shelled corn. On a per pound basis supplementing corn is cheaper than
purchasing additional hay given the current price of both feeds. This remains true even at higher corn
prices than we are currently experiencing. At $7 per bushel of corn the additional cost of supplementing
corn is only $0.25 per head per day.

Alternative Hav feeding Methods

Unrolling large round bales works best when the ground is frozen, but can provide a place for young
calves to lay in muddy conditions. Frozen ground prevents the trampling of hay into the mud. Unrolling
does have an advantage when it comes to manure distribution across a pasture, but generally have a
larger percentage of waste. If unrolling large round bales, only unroll what a group of animals can
consume within a single day.
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In Summary

Not only does mud have an impact on cow body condition, management and feeding also become a
challenge when excessive muddy conditions persist. Hopefully the 2026 mud season is a short one. That
said, it’s a good time to make sure boots are not leaking and get ready to catch grief for dragging mud
into the garage/house.

Cattle Market Pushes Higher and Cattle on Feed Update

By: Josh Maples, Assistant Professor & Extension Economist, Department of Agricultural Economics,
Mississippi State University

Source: https://u.osu.edu/beet/2026/02/25/cattle-market-pushes-higher-and-cattle-on-feed-update/

Cattle prices have pushed higher during the first few months of 2026. Five-weight steer average prices in
Mississippi, Arkansas, and Kentucky all topped $450 per cwt last week. The weekly 5-market average for fed
steers was $246.91. These are each record-high prices and sharply above year-ago levels. Cull cow and bull
prices are also at or near record highs.

500-600 Ib. Steers Statewide Auction Weekly Average Prices per CWT
Mississippi, Arkansas, and Kentucky
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The 2026 CME feeder cattle futures contracts have regained strength after dropping during Fall 2025. May
2026 feeder cattle futures are not back to the peak from October when price topped $370 but are sharply higher
than they were in late November when the contract price dipped below $300. The May 2026 CME Feeder
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Cattle contract closed Monday near $358 per cwt. The September 2026 contract is near $355 per cwt. For
historical reference, the highest level any feeder cattle contract reached during 2014-2015 was $241.

There is still much optimism for 2026 cattle prices amid tight supplies and strong beef demand. The latest
USDA World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates (WASDE) forecasts an expected improvement in
cattle prices during 2026. The latest WASDE estimate is for fed cattle prices to average $240 per cwt during
2026, up from $224.37 in 2025.

The latest USDA Cattle on Feed report was released on Friday and showed feedlot inventory at 11.5 million
head as of February Ist, a 1.8 percent decline from a year ago. Placements of cattle into feedlots during January
totaled 1.74 million head, which was 4.7 percent below a year ago. There were 1.6 million head of cattle
marketed during January, which was a 13 percent decline from a year ago. The placement and marketing data
were well anticipated ahead of the report. The tighter supplies of cattle continue to show through in the feedlot
data. This report marked the 15th consecutive month of declining total cattle on feed.

2026 First Quarter Fertilizer Prices Across Ohio
By.: Amanda Bennett, Eric Richer, Clint Schroeder, OSU Extension
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/quarterly-fertilizer-price-summary

The first quarter results from a survey of Ohio retail fertilizer prices showed prices were lower when compared to
the national averages reported by Progressive Farmer - DTN (Quinn, 2025). The survey was completed by 17
retailers, representing 13 counties, who do business in the state of Ohio. Respondents were asked to quote spot
prices as of the first day of the quarter (January 1st) based on sale type indicated. This is part of a larger study
conducted by OSU Extension to better understand local fertilizer prices, which began in December 2023.

According to the results of the survey, the average price of fertilizers was significantly lower (defined as more
than 5%) in Ohio compared to the national prices for four fertilizers, UAN, MAP, DAP and potash. UAN and
potash were both significantly lower than the national average at 7.15% lower per ton and 5.75% lower per ton,
respectively. MAP and DAP were also significantly lower at 10.68% and 9.81% lower than national averages.

Compared to the prices from the previous quarter’s Ohio survey, three fertilizers down by more than 14%; Urea
dropped from $627/ton in Q4 to $550/ton; MAP was down to $799/ton from $926 and DAP was down to
$789/ton from $911.

When compared to the prices from the previous year’s Ohio survey (Q1 2025), all fertilizer products in the survey
indicated increases except MAP. Nitrogen products were up most significantly, with anhydrous ammonia up 11%,
UAN up 24%, and urea up 11%. DAP price was up 6%, 10-34-0 APP up 8%, potash up 9% and ammonium
sulfate up 7%. Poultry litter price was up 12% from one year ago.

The chart below (Table 1.) is the summary of the survey responses. The responses (n) are the number of survey
responses for each product. The minimum and maximum values reflect the minimum and maximum values
reported in the survey. The average is the simple average of all survey responses for each product rounded to the
nearest dollar. We recognize that many factors influence a company’s spot price for fertilizer including but not
limited to availability, geography, volume, cost of freight, competition, regulation, etc.


https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management/quarterly-fertilizer-price-summary
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Table 1. First Quarter 2026 Ohio Fertilizer Prices

Product lesp Min (
S/ton / primary nutrie

| _ | S/Ibs.
NH3 82-0-0 6 FOB Plant 750 885 845 052
UAN 28-0-0 10 Direct to Farm 370 430 382 0.68
Urea 46-0-0 13 FOB Plant 512 600 550 0.60
MAP 11-52-0 10 FOB Plant 747 850 799 0.77
DAP18-46-0 6 FOB Plant 747 825 789 0.86
APP 10-34-0 8 Direct to Farm 615 710 666 098
Potash 0-0-60 12 FOB Plant 412 490 458 0.38
Amm. Sulfate 21-0-0-24 11 FOB Plant 450 520 497 ==
Thio-Sulfate 12-0-0-26 5 FOB Plant 420 450 434 --
Poultry Litter 4 Del. & app., <25 miles 55 70 63.50 -

Due to low responses, diesel price was not included in Quarter 1 survey results. If you are a retailer interested in
participating in this study, please contact Amanda Bennett at bennett.709(@osu.edu.

Table 2. Nitrogen Product Survey Price Trends from 2024-Current Quarter

Nitrogen Products
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Table 3. Phosphate Product Survey Price Trends from 2024-Current Quarter
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Using Business Entities to Transfer Ownership
By: Robert Moore, OSU Ag Law Program
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-02122026-824pm/using-business-entities-transfer-ownership

The well-known advantages of business entities include liability protection, tax management, and shared
management responsibilities. A lesser-known advantage is the relative ease of transferring ownership.
When assets such as land, machinery, or livestock are held in an entity like an LLC, ownership interests
in the entity can often be transferred far more efficiently than transferring each asset individually. Rather
than retitling deeds, updating equipment titles, or reassigning livestock ownership, a transfer of
membership interests can effectively shift ownership of all underlying assets in a single step.

Funding the LLC

The first step is to form the LLC and transfer the assets into it. Land is conveyed by deed, titled vehicles
by title transfer, and untitled assets such as machinery and livestock by written assignment. This step is
critical. Until the LLC is established and owns the assets, there is no entity ownership interest to transfer.

Transferring Ownership

Once the LLC is established and the assets are transferred to it, ownership interests can be transferred
with relatively simple documentation. The transfer document should identify the current owner, the
recipient, the percentage or units being transferred, the purchase price or value of the gift, and the
effective date of the transfer. Both parties should sign and date the document.

Documenting Value

While the transfer of ownership is relatively simple, it is important to document the value of the
ownership being transferred. If the transfer is a sale, the value will determine the amount of taxes that
may be owed. If the transfer is a gift, the value will determine if the transfer impacts the federal estate
tax exemption.

The value of a gifted ownership interest is its fair market value. That value should be supported by an
appraisal or reliable market data. If the gift is undervalued, the IRS can adjust it to fair market value,
potentially creating adverse tax consequences. While it may be tempting to rely on county auditor values
or informal estimates for land, the better practice is to obtain a qualified appraisal. Although an appraisal
adds expense, it is often a worthwhile investment to reduce the risk of problems in an IRS audit.

Example
Consider the following example to illustrate gifting through a business entity.

Farmer owns a farm and would like to gift it to Daughter. To minimize potential estate tax concerns,
Farmer plans to make annual gifts over ten years, keeping each gift within the annual exclusion amount.
Without using a business entity, Farmer would need to execute and record a new deed each year to
transfer the annual interest in the property.

If the farm is first transferred to an LLC, however, each annual gift can be completed by transferring
membership interests in the LLC through a simple written assignment. This approach avoids repeated
deed preparation and recording. In addition, transfers of LLC interests are private transactions, while
deeds are recorded and become public record.


https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-02122026-824pm/using-business-entities-transfer-ownership
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As this example illustrates, using a business entity can make ownership transfers relatively simple. For
farm and business owners considering a sale or gift of ownership, it may be worthwhile to explore
whether establishing an entity would facilitate the transition. Because ownership transfers can carry
significant tax and legal implications, legal and tax advisors should be involved in the planning process.
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Supplementation for Beef Cattle on
Fescue in Southern Ohio

Thursday The Jackson County Cattleman's Association will be hosting Dr.
March Haley Linder, Assistant Professor of Ruminant Nutrition at The
Ohio State University. Dr. Linder will present on the advantages

1 2 and disadvantages of running cattle on predominantly fescue

pastures. Food will be provide at this program, courteously of the

6:00 p.m-~7:30 p.m. Jackson County Cattlemen's Association.
Location:
Jackson County For Questions, please contact Josh Winters at 740-688-5029
Extension Office
17 Standpipe Rd.
Jackson, Ohio
45640

EVENT SPONSORS: Meal Sponsored by the Jackson County Cattlemen's Association

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION jackson.osu.edu
CRAES provides resesrch and related educstiorsl programs to dientde on 8 nondiscrminatory basis. For moee indoemation, visst ofses osu edwhondiscriemination. For an sccessible formast of this pubication,
wisit faes.osu edubsoressislity
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Beef Quality
Assurance Training

Monday March 23, 2026
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Jackson Extension Office
17 Standpipe Rd.
Jackson, Ohio

The Jackson County Cattlemen's
Association will provide pizza for those in
attendance.

Quality Assurance credit will be given to
Jackson County youth who exhibit beef
projects.

Registration is required!
To register, call Josh at 740-688-5029

THE OHIO STATE
UNIVERSITY

! Vi
EXTENSION CATILINEIS ABVOSIATION
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DATE
March 5, 2026

TIME
6:00-8:00 p.m.

LOCATION
C.H. McKenzie Bldg.
111 Jackson Pike
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631

Cost
FREE

To Register Call
740.446.7007
RSVP is required

o

Vs

Gallia
Soil &Water

LHaEYS prosddes reseanch and nelated eductionsl
programs to dientele on a nondisoriminatory basts. For
mon information, wisht dzes oo odignondiscrimination.

For an somessibks format of this publication, wisit
cfans s oduorosciithy
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Let's Get Gardening
No Green Thumb Required

Join OSU Extension Educators from Gallia,
Jackson, and Vinton Counties, along with
staff from the Gallia Soil and Water
Conservation District, for an engaging
evening on gardening.

Soil.
Whaerr it ad Faggne

We'll cover composting, garden design,
companion planting, pollinators, and rain
barrels. Attendees will also enjoy door
prizes, take-home items, and light snacks.

We hope to see you there!
Please RSVP by March 3.

EVENT SPONSORS
0OSU Extension and the Gallia County Soil & Water Conservation District
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Private Pesticide & Fertilizer
Recertification Meetings

12
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Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification

Opportunities are listed for Pesticide and Fertilizer (category 15)
recertification meetings in your area. More meetings are listed at:

pested.osuedu/private recertification

Pre-registration is required for all mestings, or a late fee may
apply. Contact county for registration fees.

Agricultural Fertilizer Certification

Anyone applying fertilizer (other than manure) to more than 50
acres of agricuttural production must be certified.

Get Certified
s  Attend a 3-hour fertilizer certification training or take the
agricuttural fertilizer applicator exam
* Recertify every 3 years

The $30 fee for your pesticide applicator license is a separate
fee from the class registration fee and must be sent to the Ohio
Department of Agriculture with the renewal application. ODA
now accepts online payment/renewal at
hittps:ffagri.chio.gov/PesticidesOnline

Pesticide & Fertilizer Recertification

January 14, 2026, 2 PM -6 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6)
Fertilizer Recertification: 1 PM - 2 PM [15)

Foss County Fairgrounds

344 Fairgrounds Rd Multi-purpose Building,
Chillicothe, OH 45601

Ryan Slaughter email: slaughter.? Li@osu.edu
Phone: 740-702-3200

January 22, 2026, 6 PM - 930 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, B)
Fertilizer Recertification: 5 PM - & PM (15}

Jackson County Extension Office

17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640

Josh Winters email: winters.249@osu.edu

Phone: 740-286-5044

lanuary 28, 2026, 6 PM - 930 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7)
Fertilizer Recertification: 5 PM - & PM (15}

OSU South Centers

1864 Shyville Rd., Piketon, OH 45661

Amanda Perkins email: perkins.7 15@osu.edu

Phone: 740-289-4837

February 5, 2026, 6 PM -9 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7)
Fertilizer Recertification: 5 PM - & PM (15}

Brown County Fairgrounds-Rhonemus Hall

325 West State Street, Bldg B, Georgetown, OH 45121
Trevor Corboy email: corboy. 3(@osu.edu

Phone: 937-378-6716

February 17, 2026, 6 PM - 930 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3, 4, B)
Fertilizer Recertification: 5 PM - & PM [15)

Adams County Fairgrounds- Administration Building
236 Boyd Ave, West Union, OH 45693

Jennifer Stoneking email: stoneking. 24@osu edu
Phone: 937-544-233%9

February 24, 2026, 6 PM - 10:30 PM (Core, 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7)
Fertilizer Recertification: 5 PM - & PM [15)

OSU Extension Office - Gallia County

111 Jackson Pike, Suite 1572, Gallipolis, OH 45831

Tracy Winters email: winters. 5{@osu.edu

Phone: 740-446-7007

See Reverse for More Dates
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February 24th, 2026 ..
g Pesticide Exam Dates
June 23rd, 2026
UAUQUH;:&,Egﬁg 6 Commercial and Private Pesticide Applicator Licenses for
T‘::;ﬁd ? pesticides can be obtain by testing at the Jackson County
( ays) Extension Office. Tests are conducted by the Ohio
TIME: Department of Agriculture. For more information or if you
10:00an - ‘.}.;ﬂnpm need to purchase study materials, you can call the Jackson
) ' County Extension Office at 740-286-5044. Test spots are
LOCATION: limited, so you much register through the Ohio Department
Jackson County Extension of Agriculture through their website below.
Office
“; sml ";p'gflgd' Register by calling 614-728-6987 or

https:/www planthealthrenewal.agri.ohio.gov/apps/PesticideExamRegistration

DOhio State University Extension is part of The Ohio State University
College of Food, Agricultwral. and Environmental Sdences.

k THE O'Hlﬂ STATE UNI?EHSTTY (FAES provides ressarch and related sducationsl programs to dentsla on 2

nondisoimingtory basis. For mone informabion, visit cfaes ooy eduhondiscrimination
For an accessiblo fornat of this publication, wisit ofaes.oou edwacmessibility
EXTENSION

website.osu.edu
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2026 Southern

. Ohio Women in
Ag Conference

Friday, April 10, 2026
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Bell Manor
739 Musgrove Rd,
Chillicothe, OH 45601
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