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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

April showers brings May flowers! It is officially May! According to the Jackson 
County OARDC Weather Station, Jackson had about 4.2 inches of rain in the 
month of April. This means that rainfall amounts were slightly above average 
with the average rainfall in our area for April being around 4.0 inches. 

This month, we have several programs in Jackson County and the surrounding 
counties! In Jackson, Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp is hosting their Camp Open house 
with many fun activities for the whole family! I will also be at the Oak Hill 
library on May 9th to talk about container gardening and the Jackson County 
Farmers Club will be taking a tour of Sixth Sense Brewery on the 20th!  

Pike County will be hosting a Gardening for Beginners class on May 2nd and be 
beginning their Coming Down the Pike Webinar Series on May 6th! A Day in the 
Woods will be beginning for the season Friday May 10th at the Vinton Furnace 
covering “Evaluating Your Woodlot”. If you have time this month, be sure to 
check out a program or two! 

The Agronomy and Farm Management Podcast just released an episode on Apple 
Podcast covering Agritourism. Follow this link to the 28-minute episode: 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-139-
agritourism/id1385727972?i=1000653410945 

If you have any questions or would like to have a certain program, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to me! 

 

Have a great month! 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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May 2nd – Pike County Gardening for Beginners 
May 4th – Spring Weigh-in  
May 5th – Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp Open House 
May 6th – Coming Down the Pike Webinar Series 
May 8th – Main Street TV! 
May 9th – Oak Hill Library Container Gardening  
May 10th – A Day in the Woods 
       Pike County Beekeepers Meeting 
May 13th – Pike County Pesticide Exam Prep session  
      Livestock Committee Meeting 
May 14th – Pike County Pesticide Exam 
      Fairboard Meeting 
May 18th – Dinner in the Dust 
May 20th – Jackson County Farmers Club Meeting 
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Forage & Pasture Planting Calendar 
By: Ed Brown, ANR Educator, Athens County (originally published in The Ohio Cattleman) 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/04/24/forage-pasture-planting-calendar/ 
 
Throughout the years, I have received many calls as to when the best time is to plant pasture grasses and 
forages. Farmers and ranchers also wanted to know the recommended seeding rates for either a pure stand or as 
a forage mix. I would always refer them to the Ohio Agronomy Guide and give them the bit of information they 
needed. I knew that there had to a more efficient way to get out this information. 

At first, I developed a spreadsheet with all the forages and which months they should be planted. This worked 
to answer questions quickly but wasn’t really a resource that producers could quickly access. This led to the 
development of the Forage & Pasture Planting Calendar. 

I’ve taken the information from the Agronomy guide and put it into an easy to reference calendar that could be 
hung on the wall or on the side the fridge. The top of the calendar includes information and tips from the Ohio 
Agronomy Guide. The remainder of the calendar is organized by month with appropriate planting times and 
seeding rates. 

The link to the calendar is https://athens.osu.edu/sites/athens/files/imce/Ag_Docs/Final%20Calendar_1.pdf 
If you would like to print the calendar, it’s best done on 11 x 17 tabloid paper. 

See the Calendar and the next page! 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/04/24/forage-pasture-planting-calendar/
https://athens.osu.edu/sites/athens/files/imce/Ag_Docs/Final%20Calendar_1.pdf
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Spring 2024 Weather & Soil Conditions: Update 5 
By: Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2024-12/spring-2024-weather-soil-conditions-
update-5 
 

 

Figure 1: Daily average air temperature (dashed red), two-inch (green) and four-inch (blue) soil 
temperatures for spring 2024. Soil type and location of measurements (under sod or bare soil) are 
provided in the lower right corner of each panel. A map of all locations is in the bottom right. Data 
provided by the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES) Agricultural 
Research Stations located throughout the state. 
 
Despite a few mornings with sub-freezing temperatures last week, a strong late week warming trend sent 
daily average soil temperatures up in the upper 50s to mid 60s (Figure 1). Current forecast trends indicate 
that warm weather should keep soil temperatures mild this week. 
Precipitation totals were lighter this week as well, with much of the state picking up 0.10-0.50” of rain 
over the previous 7 days ending April 29, 2024 (Figure 2). The heaviest (up to 2”) fell across 
northwestern counties (e.g., Van Wert and Defiance Counties). Warm temperatures and wind gusts to 35 

https://weather.cfaes.osu.edu/
https://weather.cfaes.osu.edu/
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mph for several days led to a significant decrease in soil moisture compared to earlier in the month, 
allowing for a notable increase in field activities. 

 

Figure 2: (Top) Precipitation (inches) for the 7-day period ending April 29, 2024 courtesy of the 
Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service. (Bottom) Calculated soil moisture percentiles as of 4/28/2022 

according to the Climate Prediction Center. 

For more complete weather records for CFAES research stations, including temperature, precipitation, 
growing degree days, and other useful weather observations, please visit https://www.oardc.ohio-
state.edu/weather1/. 
 
Weather Forecast 
The weather started off beautifully on Monday, with fair skies and highs in the mid 70s to low 80s. 
Afternoon and evening clouds rolled in, with rain showers and a few storms arriving Monday night. 
Showers will continue on Tuesday, with clearing later in the day from west to east. Highs will be a bit 
cooler on Tuesday as well, in the upper 60s to mid 70s. Mostly sunny skies will dominate on Wednesday 
and Thursday with highs in the upper 70s to mid 80s (north to south). Another system will move in on 
Friday with showers and storms with highs in the 70s. This front will try to stall out over the region for 
the weekend with scattered showers and storms possible and highs in the 70s. No sub-freezing 

https://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/weather1/
https://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/weather1/
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temperatures are expected this week, with only about a 20-50% chance (south to north) historically of 
seeing a 32°F temperature after April 28 (not a forecast). Overall, the Weather Prediction Center is 
currently forecasting 0.25-1.50” of precipitation over the next 7 days, with the heavier amounts close to 
the Ohio River (Figure 3). 
  

 
Figure 3). Precipitation forecast from the Weather Prediction Center for 8pm Monday April 29  – 8pm 

Monday May 6, 2024. 
 

The 6-10 day outlook from the Climate Prediction Center and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from 
NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center show a strong likelihood for above average temperatures 
continuing with probabilities learning toward above average precipitation (Figure 4). Climate averages 
include a high-temperature range of 67-72°F, a low-temperature range of 45-50°F, and weekly total 
precipitation of 0.90-1.20”. 
 

 

Figure 4) Climate Prediction Center 6-10 Day Outlook valid for May 5 – 9, 2024, for left) temperatures 
and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, normal, or above normal conditions. 

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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Spring Forage Establishment 
By: Jason Hartschuh, Dairy Management and Precision Livestock, Field Specialist 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/04/16/spring-forage-establishment/ 
 
As soil temperatures rise and the chances of a morning frost decline, the window 
to spring-establish forages is open. In the spring, the combination of weather and 
plenty to do make planting opportunities scarce. To take advantage of those short 
planting windows, the following are items to consider to improve chances for a 
successful forage establishment this spring. 
 

1. Soil fertility and pH: Set up your forages with the best starting 
conditions you can by providing sufficient available nutrients and 
a soil pH that allows for those nutrients to be taken up. Follow the 
Tri-state Soil Fertility Recommendations (forages.osu.edu/forage-management/soil-fertility-
forages). Phosphorus levels for grass are optimal in the 20-40 ppm range, while the range for 
legumes is 30-50 ppm. When it comes to potassium, the optimal range is 100-130 ppm for sandy 
soils with a cation exchange capacity (CEC) less than 5; for loam and clay soils with a CEC 
greater than 5, the range is 120-170 ppm. No matter the nutrients in the soil, if pH isn’t taken 
care of the forage will not be as productive. Most forages are productive at a pH above 6.0, but 
for alfalfa, a pH of 6.5-6.8 is necessary, and if the pH is below that, it is worth considering 
pushing alfalfa establishment to the late summer planting window and applying lime and maybe 
planting an annual grass for forage in the interim. As for nitrogen fertilization, an application of 
30 pounds per acre of starter nitrogen for pure cool-season grass stands or 10-20 pounds per acre 
for grass-legume mixes can help with seedling vigor in low-nitrogen soils. 
 

2. Weed control: Prior to forage establishment, weed control is important to lower potential 
competition throughout the lifespan of a stand. Weeds can choke out and limit forage 
establishment, and once a forage is established, the option to control weeds is reduced. Decisions 
can be made in the selection of the field for establishment to avoid areas where there are known 
weed problems. Chemical control can be used to manage a variety of weeds, but be sure to take 
extra caution to follow replant intervals. Another option for weed control and a good practice for 
particularly competitive perennial weeds is a tillage pass. 
 

3. Prepared Seedbed: Planting into a well-prepared seedbed improves seedling germination and 
uniformity. For conventional systems, an ideal seedbed is firm, smooth, clod-free, and weed-free. 
As soon as soils are fit, prepare seedbeds for plants, but be careful to not overwork soils 
depleting soil moisture and increasing the risk of soil crusting following a rain event. When 
seeding in a tilled seed bed, drills with press wheels are best to ensure good seed-to-soil contact. 
Excellent tools to firm soil to improve seed-to-soil contact are cultipackers and cultimulchers. 
Where erosion is a concern in no-till systems, or if there is residue over 35%, the use of a no-till 
drill is recommended. No-till forage establishment is most successful in silt loam soils and soils 
that are well-draining. Timing for seedbed prep should be based more on conditions than the 
calendar, so be sure tillage equipment is ready to go early. 
 

4. Seed selection: Select a high-quality and reputable seed variety. Be sure that the seed used has 
good germination for a relatively recent germination test and that the variety is well suited to our 
region. The forage stand is a multiyear crop, so planting “common” seed (variety not stated) 
usually proves to be a very poor investment, yielding less even in the first or second year and 
having shorter stand life. 
 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/04/16/spring-forage-establishment/
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5. Companion crops: Select forages and forage mixes that will meet desired production. Direct 
seedings without a companion crop will allow for 2-3 high-quality harvests in a successfully 
established seeding year. If looking to increase forage tonnage in the first year of a forage crop, a 
small grain companion crop can be successful. Companion crops have the added benefits of 
erosion protection and weed competition in susceptible fields. Important considerations with 
companion crops to not out-compete the perennial forage are: select an early maturing, stiff 
strawed variety so other forages are not smothered; plant companion small grains at 1.5-2.0 
bushels per acre; remove companion crop as pasture or silage in the early boot stage to limit 
competition; and do not apply additional nitrogen to the companion crop. 
 

6. Timing of planting: The recommended spring planting window for forages in Ohio is mid-
March to mid to late April for southern Ohio and late March to early May for northern Ohio. 
Warm-season forages and annual forages can effectively be established later in the growing 
season (reference the Ohio Agronomy Guide for species-specific planting windows). Timely 
planting allows for forages to be established before the environmental stresses of summer and 
allows forages to better compete with weeds. Later forage planting can struggle to establish 
lowering the potential yield and lowering quality due to a large presence of weeds. If spring 
planting is delayed, consider planting a summer annual and waiting to establish a perennial 
forage in August. With the warmer than normal February and March we had this year, soil 
temperatures and spring green up are nearly two weeks ahead of schedule, which means weed 
germination is also, and we should plan accordingly, as May 1 might be too late this year. 
 

7. Seeding rate: Forage seeds can vary in size, shape, and whether or not they are coated. Getting 
an accurate seeding rate can be difficult, particularly with mixes. Take the time to calibrate 
seeders ahead of time. The seeding rate is important to establish a uniform stand that is 
productive and competitive with weeds. An excellent resource for calibration is the video “Drill 
Calibration” at https://forages.osu.edu/video/. If mixing grass seed with alfalfa seed, have it 
professionally blended by the seed supplier if possible, and ask them for any information they 
may have on drill settings, and seeding rates. If you cannot have it pre-blended, consider planting 
it separately to ensure the accuracy of seeding rate. If you do plan to drop mixed seed through a 
drill, calibration is a must and will vary so plan accordingly and be sure to test your drop rate. 
 

8. Seeding depth: Forages are small-seeded crops, so plant depth is very important for uniform 
establishment. A seeding depth of 1/4 to 1/2 inch deep with good seed-to-soil contact is optimal 
for most forage species and soil types. In sandy soils, a depth of 1/2 to 3/4 inch may be 
appropriate. Be sure to check the actual planting depth when first planting and if any field 
conditions change. Take particular note in no-till fields and with no-till drills to ensure seeding 
depth accuracy. In our experience, visibility of up to 25% of the seed on the surface, or in the 
seed slot but uncovered behind the drill indicates that most seeds are at the proper depth. Tender 
legume seedlings will have a very hard time reaching the soil surface if they germinate too deep, 
especially on heavier soils where any amount of crusting may take place following planting. 
 

9. Post planting scouting: The first 2 months of a newly established forage are critical for the 
longevity and long-term production of a stand. Early weed competition is most detrimental to an 
establishing forage stand. When looking to control a weed problem, for post-emergence 
application, be sure to double-check the label to not harm forage seedlings. A similar concern is 
present with insect pests like potato leafhopper damaging legumes as soon as late May to early 
June. Even in established forages, it is best to scout for pests yearly when each pest is seasonally 
present. 
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10. Harvest management: Unless there is weed or pest pressure, it is ideal to delay the first harvest 
of a new seeding until early flowering for legumes. For first harvest of pure grass stands, harvest 
depends on stand vigor and weather conditions; grasses for the most part establish slower than 
legumes and 70 days after planting is generally the timing for the first harvest. If the harvest 
method is grazing, take extra precautions to limit trampling damage. If there is a weed problem, 
clipping may be necessary to prevent weed seed production. 

 
A Bullish April Cattle on Feed Report 
By: Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension Professor, Livestock Marketing, University of Kentucky 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/04/24/a-bullish-april-cattle-on-feed-report/ 
 
Cattle on feed reports have not been especially kind to the cattle complex in recent months. Despite fewer cows 
and a smaller calf crop, on-feed inventories have been running above year-ago levels. Over the last several 
months, feeder cattle placements have been higher than most analysts would have expected. Weather and high 
prices likely encouraged some early placements in some regions going back to fall. At the same time, 
marketings have seemed to be relatively slow. I suspect this has been partly due to expensive feeder cattle and 
cheaper feed. This combination tends to encourage adding more weight to current feedlot inventory and rising 
harvest weights seem to be supporting this hypothesis. 

 
 
This brings us to the April Cattle on Feed report, which came at the end of a week when cattle markets had 
gained back a portion of what had been lost since late March. The number that stood out the most was the 
estimate of March placements, which came in 246,000 head lower than March of 2023. I don’t want to read too 
much into a single report, but this 12% decrease is significant and came in below all the pre-report estimates I 
had seen. Sometimes it is beneficial to take a bit longer view on something like this. If I look at the entire first 
quarter, placements were down 4% for 2024. This is a number that seems to make sense given feeder cattle 
supplies. It’s also worth noting that the first quarter of 2024 included February 29th due to 2024 being a leap 
year. 
 
The April report is also one of the quarterly reports where an estimate is made of the on-feed breakdown 
between steers and heifers. This can provide some indication of heifer retention for breeding purposes and will 
be especially important this year as we may not have the July Cattle Inventory report. As of April 1, heifers and 
heifer calves accounted for 38.5% of on-feed inventory. Heifers accounted for 40% of on-feed inventory in 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/04/24/a-bullish-april-cattle-on-feed-report/
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October of last year and 39.7% in January of this year. The fact that the share of heifers on feed is decreasing 
does bear watching in the coming months, but still does not point to significant heifer retention. If one goes 
back and examines the last expansionary period, the heifer percentage was below 35% for ten straight quarters – 
from the first quarter of 2015 to the second quarter of 2017. 

 

 
Put simply, the most recent cattle of feed report was the most bullish that we have gotten in a good while. 
Despite the fact that total on feed numbers remain above 2023 levels, they were still below trade expectations. 
Sharply lower placements seemed to confirm that feeder cattle supplies are very tight. And there is still no 
evidence that large numbers of heifers are being held for replacement purposes. While the volatility in the cattle 
markets is likely to stay, the supply picture remains encouraging for feeder cattle markets. 

Ohio Legislative Roundup 
By: Ellen Essman, Senior Research Associate 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-04162024-758am/ohio-legislative-roundup 
 
The Ohio General Assembly is back in Columbus after the March 19th primary election, and committee 
schedules are already filling up. Given the increased activity in recent weeks, we thought it was a good 
time to examine what has happened legislatively this year up until this point. 
 
H.B. 64—Eminent Domain. This bill was first introduced by Representatives Kick (R-Loudonville) and 
Creech (R-West Alexandria) in February of 2023. The bill’s purpose is to make it more difficult for 
governmental agencies or private entities to take private property through eminent domain. On February 
6, 2024, the bill was updated with a Substitute House Bill 64 in the House Civil Justice Committee. 
The previous version of the bill excluded recreational trails from the definition of “public use,” meaning 
that property could not be taken by a government agency for recreational trails. The current version of the 
bill narrows this language, allowing for a taking for the purpose of creating recreational trails, but not in 
cases where the property is not adjacent to a public road and where the property’s primary use will be for 
a recreational trail. 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-04162024-758am/ohio-legislative-roundup
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb64
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Another substantial change between the versions involves compensation offers from the government 
entity to the landowner. In the original version of the bill, a government entity would not have been 
allowed to reduce an offer made to purchase property before proceedings commenced if the reduction 
was based on hard-to-discover issues with the property. The current version would exclude this 
provision, restoring an agency’s authority to reduce offers. 
Substitute House Bill 64 would also make changes to compensation and awards landowners could receive 
if the issue goes to court. 
 
H.B. 197—Solar Development. Sponsored by Representatives Hoops (R-Napoleon) and Ray (R-
Wadsworth), H.B. 197 would establish a the community solar pilot program and the solar development 
program. Under the language of the bill, a “community solar facility” is defined as a single facility with 
at least three subscribers and a nameplate capacity of 10 megawatts or less, or 20 megawatts or less if on 
a distressed site. Furthermore, the bill would require The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) to 
establish a Community Solar Pilot Program of 250 megawatts on sites in the Appalachian region of the 
state. The bill would also amend the state competitive retail electric service policy to encourage 
community solar facilities in the state and allow subscribers to community solar facilities to receive 
monthly electric bill offsets. 
 
H.B. 324—Motor Fuel. Introduced by Representatives McClain (R-Upper Sandusky) and Klopfenstein 
(R-Haviland) in November of 2023, H.B. 324 passed the House on February 7, 2024 and was referred to 
the Senate Ways and Means Committee on February 27.  
If passed, the bill would authorize a temporary, nonrefundable income or CAT tax credit of 5 cents per 
gallon for retail dealers who sell high-ethanol blend motor fuel containing between 15-85% ethanol. The 
tax credit would be limited to five years or to a total of $10 million, whichever occurs first. 
 
H.B. 327—Employee Verification. H.B. 327, introduced by Representatives Wiggam (R-Wayne 
County), and Swearingen (R-Huron), had its first committee hearing in House Commerce & Labor on 
February 13, 2024. The bill would require political subdivisions, private employers employing 75 
individuals within the state of Ohio, and nonresidential construction contractors to verify each new 
employee’s work eligibility through the federal E-verify program. E-Verify is an online program that 
helps employers verify employees’ eligibility for employment. If the bill were to pass, the employer 
would be required to keep a record of the verification for the duration of the employee’s employment, or 
three years, whichever is longer. During testimony on the bill, Representatives Wiggam and Swearingen 
indicated an interest in possibly lowering the employee threshold, citing Florida’s 25 employee threshold. 
 
H.B. 347—Farming Equipment Taxes. This bill was introduced by Representative Don Jones (R-
Freeport) and referred to the House Ways and Means Committee in early December of 2023. Since then, 
the bill has been heard in committee twice, once in January, and once in February, both times without 
testimony. The bill would change the way farmers claim a tax exemption on certain purchases. 
 
Currently, when an Ohioan engaged in farming, agriculture, horticulture, or floriculture is buying a 
product for “agricultural use,” they must provide the seller with an exemption certificate. This certificate 
comes from the Ohio Department of Taxation and relieves the seller of the obligation to collect the sales 
tax on behalf of the state. However, the Department of Taxation can later determine that the purchase 
does not qualify for exemption, and then the farmer would be expected to pay the tax. 
 
H.B. 347 would slightly alter this current way of doing things when it comes to the purchase of certain 
vehicles and trailers. Under the bill, the purchaser could receive an agricultural use exemption for taxes 
on these vehicles if the purchaser shows the seller copies of the purchaser’s Schedule F—the federal 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb197
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb324
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb327/documents
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb347
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income tax profit of loss from farming form—for three most recent preceding years. Alternatively, a 
farmer could obtain a certificate from the Department of Taxation verifying that they have filed a 
Schedule F for three years in lieu of providing the forms directly to the seller. Notably, the bill states that 
“no other documentation or explanation shall be required by the vendor or the tax commissioner” to 
prove that the purchase qualifies for the agricultural use exemption. 
 
The following vehicles and trailers would be included under the bill: 
 

• Trailers, excluding watercraft trailers; 
• Utility vehicles, (vehicles with a bed, principally for the purpose of transporting material or 

cargo in connection with construction, agricultural, forestry, grounds maintenance, land and 
garden, materials handling, or similar activities); 

• All-purpose vehicles, (vehicles designed primarily for cross-country travel on land and 
water, or on multiple types of terrain, but excluding golf carts); 

• Compact tractors (garden tractors, small utility tractors, and riding mowers). 
 

H.B. 364—Seed Labeling; Noxious Weeds. Sponsored by Representatives Dobos (R-Columbus), and 
Klopfenstein (R-Haviland), H.B. 364 had its first hearing in the House Agriculture Committee on 
February 6, 2024.  Specifically, the bill would allow the Ohio Prairie Association and other 
noncommercial entities sharing seeds to distribute milkweed seeds non-commercially to i members, with 
the intent of promoting habitats for pollinators like monarch butterflies. 
The bill would legally define “non-commercial seed sharing” as the distribution or transfer of ownership 
of seeds with no compensation or remuneration. Also included in the definition are a list of situations that 
are not considered “non-commercial seed sharing,” including when: 
 

• The seeds are given as compensation of work or services rendered; 
• The seeds are collected outside of Ohio; 
• The seeds are patented, treated, or contain noxious weed species or invasive plants. 

 
H.B. 364 also includes a definition of “seed library,” which it defines as a non-profit, governmental, or 
cooperative organization or association to which both of the following apply: 
 

• It is established for the purpose of facilitating the donation, exchange, preservation, and 
dissemination of seeds among the seed library’s members or the general public. 

• The use, exchange, transfer, or possession of seeds acquired by or from the non-profit 
governmental, or cooperative organization or association are obtained free of charge. 
 

The bill would further exempt non-commercial seed sharers and seed libraries from labeling, advertising, 
handling, and sales restrictions under Ohio law. 
 
To further the goal of promoting pollinators and habitats, H.B. 364 would make changes to the 
requirements for maintaining toll roads, railroads, or electric railways. Current law requires managers of 
such thoroughfares to destroy a number of noxious weeds along the roadway or in right of ways. The bill 
would no longer require the destruction of Russian thistle, Canadian thistle, common thistle, wild lettuce, 
wild mustard, wild parsnip, ragweed, milkweed, or ironweed.  
 
H.B. 447—Property Tax. Introduced on March 12, 2024 by Representative Loychik (R-Cortland), H.B. 
447 was referred to the House Ways & Means Committee on April 2, 2024. The bill would modify and 
expand property tax homestead exemptions, gradually reduce school districts’ 20-mill floor for tax levies 
and modify the formula for determining farmland’s current agricultural use value (CAUV). The change to 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb364
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb447
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb447
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CAUV would involve the calculation of the overall capitalization rate for agricultural land.  Current law 
does not establish a minimum rate, but the bill would do so by stating that overall capitalization rate plus 
additur shall not be less than 10 percent.  Since a higher capitalization rate results in a lower CAUV 
value and because the current capitalization rate is around 8%, the change would likely lower CAUV 
values. 
 
S.B. 156—Scenic Rivers. This bill, sponsored by Senators Reineke (R-Tiffin) and Hackett (R-London) 
passed the Ohio Senate on January 24, 2024, and was referred in the House to the Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee on February 6, 2024. The bill would transfer the Wild, Scenic, and Recreational 
Rivers Program from the Division of Parks and Watercraft to the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves 
(DNAP) in ODNR. The bill would narrow the scope DNAP’s authority to watercourses designated as 
wild, scenic, and recreational rivers. Currently, the law is written so that the regulatory agency has 
authority over areas. “Areas” encompass not just the water, but also the land surrounding rivers. On the 
other hand, “watercourses” are defined as “substantially natural channel[s] that [are] at least five miles in 
length with recognized banks and a bottom in which the flow or water occurs.” Thus, agency oversight 
would be diminished from the river and its surrounding area to just confines of the river itself. 
The bill also clarifies that a watercourse designation does not affect private property rights adjacent to a 
designated river. 
 
Finally, the bill would require DNAP to adopt rules for the use, visitation, and protection of scenic river 
lands and provide for the establishment of facilities and improvements that are necessary for their 
visitation, use, restoration, and protection, but do not impair their natural character. 
 
S.B. 226—Agricultural Land. S.B. 226 was introduced by Senator Terry Johnson (R-McDermott) in late 
February and referred to the Veterans & Public Safety Committee on February 27, 2024. The bill would 
create the Ohio Property Protection Act, which would include protection of: 
 

• Agricultural land, defined as “land suitable for use in agriculture,” including the water on 
the land, airspace above the land, and natural products and products from the land; 

• Any land located within a twenty-five-mile radius of any installation under the jurisdiction 
of the United States Armed Forces; 

• Any land located within a twenty-five radius of a critical infrastructure facility. 
 

To protect property in the above categories, the bill would make it illegal for the following people and 
entities to acquire or purchase such property: 
 

• Those persons and foreign adversaries listed on a registry compiled by the Ohio Secretary of 
State; 

• A government of a foreign adversary; 
• An individual who is a citizen of a foreign adversary; 
• A business that is headquartered in a foreign adversary; 
• A business that is directly or indirectly owned or controlled by one or more of the above 

persons and entities; and 
• An agent, fiduciary, or trustee of the above persons and entities. 

 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/sb156
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/sb226
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