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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Hello Jackson County! 

May is here, school is almost out, and the fair will be here before you know it! 
Pastures look green and lush with the grass seeming to go to head a lot earlier 
than in previous years. The Beaver Valley Produce Auction will begin its 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday schedule starting the week of May 5th, as many of 
their producers are beginning to see a crop from their cool season crops and in 
their greenhouses. It is the time of the year where we have a little bit of 
everything going on in Jackson County! 

This month is a busy month here at the Extension Office with many programs for 
those school age students who are just about out of school for the summer! We 
have Ag Day with the Jackson-Vinton Farm Bureau, Ag Career Day with many 
FFA chapters from the surrounding counties come and see careers that they can 
pursue in agriculture, and many other last minute school visits. 

If you are free this Saturday, the Jackson County Cattlemen’s Annual Banquet 
will take place at the Barn on Valley in Oak Hill from 5:30pm – 7:30pm. For 
More information, check out the flyer at the end of the newsletter. The Jackson 
County Farmers Club will be hosting a Tick Talk by Dr. Tim McDermott that 
will cover the harm that ticks can have on both our livestock and humans. The 
meal for this program will start at 5:30pm with the program to begin at 6:00pm. 
Anyone is welcome to attend but must register. 

If you have any questions or would like to see any programs, please do not 
hesitate to reach out!  

Have a great and safe May! 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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May 3rd – Spring Livestock Weigh-In  

May 3rd – Cattlemen’s Banquet 
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May 13th – Jackson County Fair Board Meeting 

May 19th – Jackson County Farmers Club – Tick Presentation 
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Fertilizing Pastures After a Drought: Ensuring Adequate Mineral Intake and Preventing Grass Tetany 
By: Ted Wiseman, OSU Extension, Perry County (originally published in Farm and Dairy) 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/04/16/fertilizing-pastures-after-a-drought-ensuring-adequate-
mineral-intake-and-preventing-grass-tetany/ 
 
Spring is here, bringing lush pasture growth with April rains and warmer temperatures. Although many of our 
pastures may have gone into fall and winter in poor condition, do not be tempted to fertilize your pastures this 
spring. High levels of nitrogen and potassium in the soil can increase the risk of grass tetany. Cool season 
grasses during this time are often low in magnesium, an essential mineral for normal nerve and muscle function. 
Low magnesium in the blood can cause “tetany,” leading to muscle stiffness and potentially death if not treated 
quickly. Both feeding and management practices are needed to prevent this disease. Fertilizing in the spring will 
increase those chances grasses are luxury consumers of potassium. 
 
Ruminants (like cattle, sheep, and goats) are not very efficient at absorbing magnesium from their diet. They 
absorb magnesium in their digestive tract in the rumen through an exchange between potassium and sodium. 
Early spring grass often has high potassium levels, which can interfere with magnesium absorption. Excess 
sodium intake can lead to more magnesium being excreted in urine. Unlike calcium, magnesium cannot be 
easily compensated from bones to correct a low level. 

Feeding high magnesium mineral supplements is a preventative measure to reduce or prevent grass tetany. 
Cows require 20 grams of magnesium daily which can be accomplished through consuming 3 to 4 ounces per 
day of a mineral mix containing 12 to 15 percent magnesium. Just because you provide high magnesium 
mineral mix doesn’t mean your livestock are in the clear. You need to monitor mineral intake and make sure all 
animals are consuming desired amounts. Magnesium alone can result in decreased palatability and decrease 
consumption. If livestock do not consume adequate levels from a free choice mineral mix, the supplemental 
magnesium can be combined with more palatable feeds such as dried molasses or soybean meal. Commercial 
mixes are available, and a few University Specialists have provided home-made mineral mixes online. The high 
magnesium mineral supplements should be provided prior to turning livestock out onto lush pastures. 
Recommendations that I have found suggest provided these supplements 2 weeks to 30 days prior to turning out 
livestock onto pastures. High magnesium supplements do not need to be provided year-round but will not create 
any problems if you feed it too early or late into the season. 

Females are more prone to the disease especially the older heavy lactating females. Steers, heifers, dry cows and 
growing calves are less susceptible, but can still contract tetany in the right conditions. Symptoms often include 
going off feed, nervousness, show muscle spasms, convulsions, irritability, lapse into a comma, aggressiveness 
and lastly death. Producers should keep a close eye on livestock in the early grazing season, since these 
symptoms often occur rapidly. Should you suspect grass tetany contact your veterinarian immediately. 

Mineral supplements come in various forms. Inorganic Trace Minerals: Oxide, Sulfate, Chloride, Hydroxy. Or 
Organic Trace Minerals: Complexes, Chelates, Proteinates, Polysaccharides and Propionates. Organic minerals 
are absorbed better, followed by Hydroxy, Carbonate, Sulfate, and Oxide forms. Magnesium oxide is an 
exception and is bioavailable. Highly bioavailable mineral mixes are usually more expensive. 

When choosing mineral products, read the labels carefully. Look for intended species, mineral levels, feeding 
method, targeted intake and source of each mineral. 

 

 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/04/16/fertilizing-pastures-after-a-drought-ensuring-adequate-mineral-intake-and-preventing-grass-tetany/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/04/16/fertilizing-pastures-after-a-drought-ensuring-adequate-mineral-intake-and-preventing-grass-tetany/
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Favorable Planting Weather 
By: Aaron Wilson, OSU Extension State Climatologist Specialist  
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-11/favorable-planting-weather 
 
Precipitation over the last week has been hit or 
miss. Although systems have moved through at a 
pace of every 2-3 days, some areas received much 
more rain than others (Figure 1). Particularly hard 
hit this week was northeast Ohio, where a swath 
of 2-5 inches of rain fell from eastern Medina 
County through Trumbull County. Pockets of 
heavy rain were also felt in Paulding, parts of 
west central Ohio (with a tornado reported near 
Greenville), and a few counties across the south. 
Temperatures were mild this past week with 
reports of scattered frost, but no major freeze 
events occurred. Growing degree days (base 50) 
now range from about 220 units in Ashtabula to 
more than 425 across southern Ohio. Daily 
average soil temperatures range from the upper 
50s across the north to the low 60s in southen 
counties. Soil moisture and stream flows are 
elvated in the Cincinnati area but close to normal 
elsewhere. For the latest up-to-date 
conditions, seasonal outlooks, and monthly 
climate summaries, please visit the State 
Climate Office of Ohio. 

 

Figure 2). Precipitation forecast from the National Weather Service for 8pm April 28 - 8pm May 5, 2025. 
 

Figure 1: Total precipitation (inches) over the last seven 
days, ending at 2 pm EDT Monday April 28, 2025. Figure 

courtesy of the Ohio River Forecast Center in 
Wilmington, Ohio. 

 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-11/favorable-planting-weather
https://climate.osu.edu/
https://climate.osu.edu/
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Weather Forecast 
The weather pattern this week offers several chances of rainfall but not everyone will see rain each day. 
A strong cold front with windy conditions on Tuesday will lead to some showers and storms. A few 
storms could be severe with large hail, damaging winds, and isolated tornadoes. Highs will soar into the 
upper 70s to mid 80s across the state. Cooler air will filter in on Wednesday with a few scattered showers 
possible across the south. Thursday will be another breezy day with scattered showers and storms likely 
as another cold front moves toward Ohio. This front will move through on Friday with scattered showers 
possible. The weekend will be dominated by high pressure with drier and cooler conditions. Patchy frost 
cannot be ruled out both Saturday and Sunday mornings. Overall, the the National Weather Service is 
currently forecasting 0.5-1.5 inches of precipitation for Ohio over the next 7 days, with higher isolated 
amounts with some thunderstorms (Figure 2). 
 
The 6-10 day outlook from the Climate Prediction Center and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from 
NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center show strong probability of above normal temperatures and 
below normal precipitation (Figure 3). Climate averages include a high-temperature range of 66-70°F, a 
low-temperature range of 46-50°F, and weekly total precipitation of 0.90-1.10 inches. 

 

Figure 3) Climate Prediction Center 6-10 Day Outlook valid for May 4 – 8, 2025, for left) temperatures and 
right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, normal, or above normal conditions. 
 
Alfalfa Weevils are Active Statewide 
By: Kyle Verhoff, Aaron Wilson, Garth McDorman, Kendall Lovejoy, Ryan Slaughter, Ryan McMichael 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-11/alfalfa-weevils-are-active-statewide 
 
Alfalfa weevil larval activity is beginning its peak activity across the state. Alfalfa weevil feeding 
activity is driven by the accumulation of growing degree days (GDD) and reaches their peak feeding and 
damage when heat units for the area are between 325 and 575 (accumulation from a base of 48°F starting 
January 1st). The warm temperatures over the past week have contributed to a significant jump in GDD 
and ramped up alfalfa weevil larval feeding. As of writing this (Jan. 1 – April 28), heat units range from 
499 in southcentral Ohio to 267 in northeast Ohio. 

https://www.weather.gov/iln/SelfBriefing
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-11/alfalfa-weevils-are-active-statewide
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Figure 1. Map of accumulated growing 
degree days (base 48°F sine calculation 
method) for January 1 – April 28, 2025 at 
CFAES Ag Weather stations across the state 
(https://weather.cfaes.osu.edu//) and 
additional NOAA stations around Ohio 
(Midwestern Regional Climate Center 
(https://www.mrcc.purdue.edu)) 
 
Scouting is key to the proper management 
of alfalfa weevil. Scouting is an easy 
process and was covered in an article 
written earlier this spring “Alfalfa Weevil 
Scouting and GDD.” Additionally, this 
video resource outlines the 
process: Alfalfa Weevil Scouting Video. 
To monitor alfalfa weevil development, 
county educators from across the state 
scout fields in their respective counties as 
shown in Table 1. 
 
Table 1: County alfalfa weevil scouting reports for April 22-28 

County Alfalfa Height (inches) Larvae Count per Stem 

Allen 6-12 0.3 

Defiance 8-13 0.7 

Fulton 6-12 0 

Mercer 10-20 0.05 

Ross 6-19 0.8 
 
The county averages listed don’t warrant utilizing a control method, but individual fields can be highly 
variable. Scout your fields and use Table 2 to help make management decisions. 
 

Stand Height 
(Inches) 

Indication of Problem 
(% Tip Feeding) 

Problem 
Confirmation 
(Larvae per Stem) 

Recommended Action 

6 25 1 Recheck in a week 

9 50 >1 Spray 

12 75 >2 Spray 

16 100 >4 Harvest early 
For more information on control methods consult the OSU and MSU “Field Crops Insect Pest 
Management Guide” (https://aginsects.osu.edu/extension-publications/msuosu-ipm-guide) 
 
 
 

https://www.mrcc.purdue.edu)/
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-08/alfalfa-weevil-scouting-and-gdd
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-08/alfalfa-weevil-scouting-and-gdd
https://forages.osu.edu/video/alfalfa-weevil-scouting?width=657px&height=460px&inline=true#colorbox-inline-261557025
https://aginsects.osu.edu/extension-publications/msuosu-ipm-guide
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Gifting to Manage Estate Taxes 
By: Robert Moore 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/wed-04232025-336pm/gifting-manage-estate-taxes 
 
The federal estate tax exemption is set to drop dramatically in 2026—from $13.99 million in 2025 to an 
estimated $7–$7.5 million per person. For some farm families, this shift could result in significant estate 
tax exposure. While most estates won’t exceed the new limit, some farmers, especially those with high-
value farmland or appreciating assets, will find themselves suddenly at risk of federal estate taxes. 
 
Gifting is one strategy to reduce the size of your taxable estate, but it’s not always simple or risk-free. 
Let’s explore when gifting can help, when it might not, and what to watch out for. 
 
Two Types of Gifts 
There are two main gifting categories under federal law: 
 

• Annual Exclusion Gifts – In 2025, you can gift up to $19,000 per recipient ($38,000 for 
couples) annually without using any of your lifetime exemption. 

• Lifetime Credit Gifts – Larger gifts are allowed, but they reduce your lifetime estate tax 
exemption.  The lifetime estate tax exemption is the amount of wealth that the IRS exempts 
from estate taxes.  The exemption can be used at death, gifted away during life, or a 
combination of the two. 
 

Example: If a parent gifts a $1,019,000 farm to a child, the first $19,000 is exempt from taxes and does 
not reduce the parent’s estate tax exemption.  The remaining $1,000,000 reduces the parent’s lifetime 
estate tax exemption from $13.99 million to $12.99 million. 
 
Gifting Strategies That Work 
 

1. Annual Exclusion Gifts 
1. If you’re slightly over the expected 2026 exemption, annual gifts can move you back under 

the limit. 
a. Example: A grandparent with 10 grandchildren can gift $190,000 per year. Over 2 

years, that’s $380,000—enough to reduce a modest estate and eliminate taxes. But 
for high-net-worth individuals, $19,000 per person may be too little to make a 
significant impact. 

2. Lifetime Gifts of Appreciating Assets 
2. Large gifts don’t directly reduce estate tax liability (since they reduce your exemption), but 

they remove future appreciation from your estate. 
a. Example: If you gift farmland worth $1M that later appreciates $3M, only $1M is 

deducted from your estate tax exemption — the $2M in appreciation escapes estate 
taxation entirely. 
 

Potential Downsides of Gifting 
 

• No Stepped-Up Basis.  Gifting assets during life means recipients take your original tax 
basis, not the stepped-up value at death—potentially increasing future capital gains taxes. 

• Loss of Control & Income.  You must fully give up ownership and control. Gifting income-
producing property could impact your financial security. 

• Risk of Financial Mismanagement.  If a gifted asset is lost to debt, lawsuits, or divorce, it's 
gone. One solution? Use an irrevocable trust to hold the gift—this protects assets while still 
benefiting your heirs. 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/wed-04232025-336pm/gifting-manage-estate-taxes
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Another Strategy: Pay Directly for Education & Medical Expenses 
 
The IRS allows unlimited direct payments of tuition or medical bills without using your exemption. But 
payments must go straight to the provider, not to the individual. 
Example: Grandpa has a $9 million estate and wants to reduce its size before the federal estate tax 
exemption drops in 2026. He has four grandchildren in college and a daughter who recently underwent 
surgery. 
 
Grandpa pays the following directly: 
 

• $20,000 in tuition for each grandchild (4 x $20,000 = $80,000) directly to their universities 
• $25,000 in hospital bills paid directly to the hospital for his daughter 

 
Total Reduction in Taxable Estate: $105,000 
 
Impact on Exemption: None—these payments do not count against Joe’s $13.99 million estate tax 
exemption or annual gift limit, because they qualify under the IRS educational and medical 
exclusions.  Grandpa could still give each of those recipients an additional $19,000 under the annual gift 
exclusion without any tax consequences. 
 
Conclusion: Gift With Caution and Professional Help 
 
Gifting can be an effective estate tax strategy—but only when used thoughtfully and with professional 
guidance. Consider the loss of stepped-up basis, the asset’s appreciation potential, your own financial 
needs, and the stability of the recipient. For some, the risks of gifting may outweigh the benefits. 
 
With estate tax rules changing in 2026, now is the time to review your estate plan. Consult your attorney 
and tax advisor to determine if gifting fits your strategy—and how to do it safely. 
For more information on gifting and estate taxes, see the Gifting to Reduce Federal Estate Taxes bulletin 
available at farmoffice.osu.edu. 
 

 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/LawBulletins/PlanningForFutureSeries/14_GiftingStrategiesFederalEstateTaxes.pdf
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/
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