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Hello Jackson County!

As we transition into May, the growing season is well underway across Jackson
County. Warmer temperatures, periodic rainfall, and rapidly greening pastures
signal an important time for both crop and livestock producers. This season
brings opportunity, but also important management decisions that can impact
productivity for the rest of the year. From evaluating pasture conditions after
challenging weather patterns to timing forage harvest and managing herd
nutrition, attention to detail now will pay dividends in the months ahead.

This month’s newsletter highlights several timely topics designed to support your
operation. You’ll find guidance assessing pasture damage and determining
whether to renovate or repair, as well as practical information on managing
forage moisture during cooler weather conditions. We also take a closer look at
spring mineral considerations for cow herds, an often overlooked but critical
component of herd health, and provide an update on fertilizer price trends across
Ohio as input costs continue to shift.

In addition to these articles, be sure to review the calendar of upcoming events
and programs happening throughout May. These opportunities are designed to
connect producers, share knowledge, and strengthen our local agricultural
community. As always, we encourage you to reach out with questions, ideas, or
program suggestions. Wishing you a safe, productive, and successful month
ahead.

If you have any questions or ideas for programing, please do not hesitate to reach
out!

Have a safe and productive May!

Josh Winters

Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator
The Ohio State University

College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences

17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640

740-286-5044 Office

winters.249(@osu.edu
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May 2"9 — Spring Weigh-In

May 374 — Canter’s Cave Open House

May 5" — Main Street TV

May 8" — Ag Day

May 9" — Lamb and Goat Show at the Jackson County Fairgrounds

May 11" — Livestock Committee Meeting

May 12 — Fair Board Meeting

May 18" — Jackson County Farmers Club Meeting
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Evaluating pasture damage: Is it time to renovate or repair?
By: Dean Kreager, Licking County Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beet/2026/04/29/evaluating-pasture-damage-is-it-time-to-renovate-or-repair/

This is the time of year when producers are often faced with the decision, “Do I need to step in and do
something, or will my pasture get better on its own?” The last two summers have been hard on many pastures.
Wet spring weather followed by drought conditions is a big reason some pastures are now looking rough.
Muddy bare areas, weed invasion and thin stands are very apparent.

Unfortunately, most pasture problems do not fix themselves and often get worse over time. The good news is
that now is a good time to get started on making improvements.

Evaluation

Before making the decision to 1. Start over, 2. Make some improvements or 3.) Do nothing, carefully evaluate
what you currently have. Begin by looking at 10 to 15 one-square-foot areas randomly across the pasture and
take notes. Look for desirable plant species, weeds and bare ground.

Ask yourself the following questions: Are at least two legume plants present per square foot? Are at least five
desirable plants present per square foot? Is less than 10% bare soil visible?

The “Natural Resources Conservation Service Guide to Pasture Condition Scoring” is an excellent reference
and provides a checklist to help evaluate pastures and determine the most appropriate course of action.

Fertility

Soil fertility strongly influences how well damaged pastures heal and regain productivity. Poor soil pH and low
fertility give many weeds a competitive advantage, while proper nutrient levels help desirable plants recover
and thrive. The only way to accurately know a pasture’s fertility status is through soil testing. If a pasture has
not been tested in the past three years, it is time to test again. Your local extension office or Soil and Water
Conservation District can help guide you through this easy process.

While fertilizer prices have increased significantly, cattle and lamb prices have also remained strong. A soil test
is relatively inexpensive and can help increase the pounds of animal produced per acre when fertilizer and lime
are applied to correct nutrient deficiencies and pH.

Nutrient application

If soil test results indicate very low fertility levels and high-nutrient application rates are recommended,
fertilizer applications are best split into two applications. When large amounts of nutrients are applied at one
time, plants may over-consume certain nutrients. This can reduce nutrient-use efficiency and may lead to issues
such as grass tetany, where high potassium levels interfere with magnesium uptake.

Avoid overgrazing

Overgrazing last fall during dry conditions may not have been intentional, but it was difficult to avoid and
contributed to many of the problems we are seeing this spring. Keeping livestock on hay until damaged pastures
have sufficient time to recover, or grazing the healthiest pastures first, can give weaker areas more time to
rebound. Early grazing of poor-quality or recovering pastures will only make existing problems worse.
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Weed Management

Correct identification of weeds and proper management strategies are essential for improving struggling
pastures. Different weed species require different control methods, and effective management depends on both
proper timing and approach. Work with your county extension educator for weed identification and
recommendations for effective control options. Some weeds can be managed with grazing management or
mowing, while others may require a targeted herbicide application.

Careful grazing management, combined with fertility improvements and weed control, may be enough to bring
new life to many pastures. A complete pasture renovation should be considered a long-term investment and
planned over time for the greatest likelihood of success.

Weed control, fertility management and pH adjustments all take time. Begin addressing these issues now, and if
the pasture is too far gone to recover, fall is typically the best time for reseeding. By starting early, much of the
groundwork will already be done.

Forage Moisture when Harvesting in Cooler Weather
By: Dr. Emma Matcham, Assistant Professor, OSU Integrated Forage Systems Specialist
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2026/04/28/forage-moisture-when-harvesting-in-cooler-weather/

This spring has brought an unusual combination of weather
conditions, since we have been 5-10 degrees warmer than
usual throughout April, but are expecting cool weather at
the start of May. We’ve also had the somewhat typical
Ohio pattern of either no rain or two much rain depending
on where you farm. This article will include information
about forage moisture for stored forages, with a heavier
emphasis on dry hay than baleage.

Different forages will respond to temperatures differently. Growing degree day accumulation affects the
biomass of both grasses and legumes, and can also impact the development (flowering and head development)
for grasses. Day length is more important than growing degree days for development (flowering) of alfalfa and
other legumes. That’s great news for alfalfa producers this year, since the warm April weather encouraged
growth before the longer days will trigger flower production. Be ready to harvest your grass hay earlier than
normal this year, since the early head production associated with warm weather can decrease digestibility and
protein in grasses.

When forages are cut, they generally have 70-85% moisture content. Developmental stage is the primary
determinant of moisture at cutting, with cuttings before flower having >80% moisture and cuttings after seeds
start forming having 70-75% moisture. But, extreme dry weather can also reduce at-cutting moisture levels.
When the plant is first cut, it doesn’t yet know that it’s not growing anymore; it will continue to photosynthesize
and release around 15% of its water through the stomatas on leaf surfaces. This process is primarily driven by
sunlight, so forages cut with wide swath widths on a sunny day can get down to around 60% moisture in just a
couple hours regardless of the air temperature—great for making baleage, which should be stored at 40-65%
moisture.

Subsequent phases of drying can be more impacted by air temperature, especially since colder air can hold less
moisture and hay drying slows dramatically when relative humidity is above 70%. Relative humidity is one of
the driving factors of the drying process, and reducing relative humidity by 25% can cut dry time by about

half. The good news, though, is that sun intensity and wind speed are about as impactful as air temperature on
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drying speeds. So, don’t let cool weather deceive you—if there’s a breeze and some sun, your forages may dry
just as fast as you’re used to.

Monitor forage moisture after cutting to begin baling at the right moisture for your storage system, since
harvesting when forages are too wet can increase fire risk for dry hay storage and harvesting when forages are
too dry can increase harvest losses. Generally, small square bales must be below 20% moisture for safe storage;
large round bales should be low 18% and large square bales should be below 15% moisture.

For those of you experiencing wet weather this spring, preservatives are one tool that can help you make hay
using smaller pockets of dry weather. Preservatives reduce bacterial growth, allowing safe storage of higher-
moisture bales. No preservative has shown consistent efficacy above 30% moisture, but acid-based
preservatives can be a useful tool around 25% moisture. Learn more about preservatives in this factsheet, and be
sure to read all product labels carefully.

0,
<20% < 18% <15%

Figure 1. Hay moisture levels for safe storage; small square bales can be stacked for storage when their
moisture is below 20%, but large round bales should be below 18% moisture and large square bales should be
below 15%.

Spring Mineral Considerations for the Cow Herd
By: Haley Linder, PhD, Assistant Professor of Ruminant Nutrition, The Ohio State University
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2026/04/22/spring-mineral-considerations-for-the-cow-herd/

Spring is often viewed as a reward for enduring Midwest winters. As pastures green up, temperatures
rise, and calves begin to hit the ground, it is easy to shift focus entirely to forage and calving
management. However, this is also a critical time to evaluate and adjust your mineral program to
match seasonal challenges.

Grass Tetany Risk in Early Spring

Grass tetany is most common in early spring when cattle graze lush, rapidly growing pastures. These
forages are often high in potassium, which interferes with magnesium absorption in the rumen. When
magnesium intake or absorption is inadequate, cattle can quickly develop symptoms such as
nervousness, incoordination, and muscle twitching around the face and ears. In severe cases,
animals may collapse, convulse, and die within hours, making grass tetany a true veterinary
emergency.

Preventing grass tetany starts with proper supplementation. Magnesium can be difficult to deliver
because many sources are unpalatable. Simply offering magnesium oxide alone is often ineffective
due to low intake. High-magnesium (“high-mag”) mineral mixes are formulated with palatability


https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/anr-0216
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enhancers such as molasses to encourage consumption. These should be offered beginning in late
winter and continued through early spring to reduce risk.

Increased Calcium and Phosphorus Demands

Spring also coincides with early lactation for many herds, one of the most nutritionally demanding
stages of production. Calcium (Ca) and phosphorus (P) requirements increase significantly due to
milk production. The more milk a cow produces, the greater her demand for these minerals.

At the same time, calves have increasing Ca and P requirements to support growth. As average daily
gain increases, so do mineral needs. Ensuring adequate Ca and P intake during this period supports
both cow performance and calf development.

Monitoring Mineral Intake
Mineral intake often increases in the spring and summer when cattle are grazing fresh forage
compared to mature forage. Because of this, it is important to monitor intake closely.

Start by checking the recommended intake listed on the mineral tag (for example, 4 oz per head per
day). Then calculate how much mineral your herd should be consuming. For instance, a group of 50
cows at 4 oz/day should consume approximately 12.5 pounds of mineral daily. Comparing expected
versus actual disappearance can help identify issues.

If cattle are under-consuming mineral, consider moving feeders to high-traffic areas such as near
water sources, shade, or loafing areas. If cattle are over-consuming, relocating feeders away from
these areas can help moderate intake. Small management adjustments can make a significant
difference in achieving target consumption.

Final Thoughts

Spring is a welcome change, but it also brings a unique set of nutritional challenges. As pastures
improve and production demands increase, mineral programs should not be overlooked. Taking time
now to manage risks like grass tetany, meet lactation demands, and monitor intake will help ensure
cattle transition smoothly into the grazing season and set the stage for a productive year.

2026 Second Quarter Fertilizer Prices Across Ohio

By: Amanda Bennett, Eric Richer, Clint Schroeder, OSU Extension
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-
library/Ohio%20Fertilizer%2002%20Summary%202026.pdf

The second quarter results from a survey of Ohio retail fertilizer prices showed significant increases in
key fertilizers when compared with prices from just one quarter ago. The survey was completed by 36
retailers, representing 22 counties, who do business in the state of Ohio. Respondents were asked to
quote spot prices as of the first day of the quarter (April 1st) based on sale type indicated.

Compared to the prices from the previous quarter’s Ohio survey, nearly all fertilizers reported an
increase in price. The fertilizers with the most significant increase were anhydrous ammonia (+23%),
UAN28 (+27%), and Urea (+48%). MAP, APP, AMS, and Ammonium Thiosulfate were all reported
with significant increases at over 5% from the previous quarter.

When compared to the national averages reported by Progressive Farmer — DTN (Quinn, 2026) for April
1, 2026, the average prices were significantly lower (defined as more than 5%) in Ohio compared to the


https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/Ohio%20Fertilizer%20Q2%20Summary%202026.pdf
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national averages for just two fertilizers, MAP and potash. Both MAP and potash came in at 9% lower
per ton in Ohio as compared to the national average.

Prices for APP were very similar to the national average. When compared to the prices from the previous
year’s Ohio survey (Q2 2025), all fertilizer products in the survey indicated increases except AMS and
potash. Nitrogen products were up most significantly, with anhydrous ammonia up 26%, UAN up 30%,
and Urea up 31%. DAP price was up 3%, 10-34-0 APP up 14%, and ATS up 22%.

The chart below (Table 1.) is the summary of the survey responses. The responses (n) are the number of
survey responses for each product. The minimum and maximum values reflect the minimum and
maximum values reported in the survey. The average is the simple average of all survey responses for
each product rounded to the nearest dollar. We recognize that many factors influence a company’s spot
price for fertilizer including but not limited to availability, geography, volume, cost of freight,
competition, regulation, etc.

Table 1. Second Quarter 2026 Ohio Fertilizer Prices

Product 250 Sale Type Min Price per
Siton primary nutrient

Sib
NH3 82-0-0 13 FOB Plant 885 1120 1037 0.63
UAN 28-0-0 24 Direct to Farm 415 590 486 087
Urea 46-0-0 19 FOB Plant 725 901 815 | 0.89
MAP 11-52-0 14 FOB Plant 765 911 845 0.81
DAP18-46-0 12 FOB Plant A7S 911 B80S | 0.88
APP 10-34-0 12 Direct to Farm 660 810 718 1.06
Patash 0-0-60 21 FOB Plant 360 490 450 | 0.38
Amm. Sulfate 21-0-0-24 13 FOB Plant h15 599 BR7 --
Thio-Sulfate 12-0-0-26 11 FOB Plant 450 550 494 | -
Poultry Litter 7 Del. & app., <25 miles 52 65 58 --
Diesel | 8 | Off-Road/ffarm [ $3.58/gal | $4.50/gal |  $3.97/gal |
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Figure 1. Nitrogen Product Survey Price Trends from 2024-Current Quarter
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Figure 2. Phosphate Product Survey Price Trends from 2024-Current Quarter
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Figure 3. Potash Product Survey Price Trends from 2024-Current Quarter
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Figure 4. Sulfate Product Survey Price Trends from 2024-Current Quarter
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e Jackson County
February 24th, 2026 ..
g Pesticide Exam Dates
June 23rd, 2026
UAUQUH;:&,Egﬁg 6 Commercial and Private Pesticide Applicator Licenses for
T‘::;ﬁd ? pesticides can be obtain by testing at the Jackson County
( ays) Extension Office. Tests are conducted by the Ohio
TIME: Department of Agriculture. For more information or if you
10:00an - ‘.}.;ﬂnpm need to purchase study materials, you can call the Jackson
) ' County Extension Office at 740-286-5044. Test spots are
LOCATION: limited, so you much register through the Ohio Department
Jackson County Extension of Agriculture through their website below.
Office
“; sml ";p'gflgd' Register by calling 614-728-6987 or

https:/www planthealthrenewal.agri.ohio.gov/apps/PesticideExamRegistration

DOhio State University Extension is part of The Ohio State University
College of Food, Agricultwral. and Environmental Sdences.

k THE O'Hlﬂ STATE UNI?EHSTTY (FAES provides ressarch and related sducationsl programs to dentsla on 2

nondisoimingtory basis. For mone informabion, visit cfaes ooy eduhondiscrimination
For an accessiblo fornat of this publication, wisit ofaes.oou edwacmessibility
EXTENSION

website.osu.edu
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Birds of the Forest | Special Date and Time
April 24 (8am-2pm) - Vinton Furnace State Forest
» Learn and practice basic bird identification

+ Learn tools and resources for improving bird enjoy-
ment

+ Learn the importance of oak trees to birds

Shrubs, Bugs, Wildflower, & Fungi ID
May 8 (9 am) - Vinton Furnace State Forest

» Learn practical tips to ID common woodland
shrubs, insects, wildflowers, and fungi

» Appreciate the complex interactions of organisms
living in Ohio's woodlands

Forest Soils from Trees to Trails
June 12 (9 am) - Zaleski ODNR Complex
29371 Wheelabout Road, McArthur, OH 45651

» Understand how past land history affects current
forest conditions

+ Learn how forest soils influence trees

+ Learn to use Web Soil Survey to gather soil info

Prescribed Fire in Ohio: History & Ecology
July 10 (9 am) - Meigs Conservation Area

35010 New Lima Road, Rutland, OH 45775

+ Understand the history of fire in Ohio

= Understand the role of prescribed fire

» Observe the effects of recent prescribed fires in
both woodlands and prairies

Tree Identification
July 24 (9 am) - Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp
1362 Caves Road, Jackson, OH 45640

+ Understand the basics of Tree ID

« ldentify similarities in tree species

Bonus Program

Woodland Pollinators
August 14 (9 am) - Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp
1362 Caves Road, Jackson, OH 45640

» |dentify pollinators and the plants that sustain
them in woodland habitats

+ Learn strategies to improve pollinator habitat in
your woodlands

Shrub Identification
August 28 (9 am) - University of Rio Grande
218 North College Avenue, Rio Grande, OH 45674
+ Understand the basics of shrub ID

Bonus Program

« ldentify similarities in shrub species

Diagnosing Forest Insects & Diseases

September 11 (9 am) - Hocking State Forest HQ

19275 State Route 374, Rockbridge, OH 43149

» Build foundational knowledge of major forest in-
sects and diseases in Ohio

+ Strengthen diagnostic skills through symptom
recognition

» Learn steps to implement pest management plans

Wildlife Habitat Creation
Oct 9 (9 am) - Vinton Furnace State Forest
« Leamn about the importance of oak trees to wildlife

* Understand the links between wildlife and forest
management

Wildlife Management: From Bobcats to
Wild Turkeys

Nov 13 (9 am) - Vinton Furnace State Forest

¢ Learn about wildlife restoration efforts

+ Understand predator and prey relationships for
woodland wildlife

11

For infor maps, directions,  Regist
and many other resources for 1.

woodland owners visit:
u.osu.edu/seohiowoods

one of two ways:

Register and pay online at go.osu.edu/aditw or scan the
QR code to the right *(Online registration is preferred)

2. Mail form/check payable to: OSU Extension, 17 Stand Pipe Rd

Jackson, OH 45640

or email downs.63@osu.edu

A DAY /r th« WOODS
2nd Friday Series - 2026
(9 am. to 3:30 p.m. unless other times noted)
$20 registration fee per class; Lunch and handouts provided.
No refunds after the registration deadline.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

DATE
April 24

PROGRAM N

Birds of Forest — Vinton Furnace SF
Register by April 17

‘Shrubs, Bugs, etc — Vinton Furnace SF
Register by May 1

Forest Soils — Zaleski Complex
Register by June 5
Prescribed Fire — Meigs Cons. Area
Register by July 3

Tree ID — Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp
Register by July 17

Pollinators — Canter's Cave 4-H Camp
Register by Aug 7

Shrub ID — University of Rio Grande
Register by Aug 21

Insects & Diseases — Hocking SF HQ
Register by Sep 4

Wildlife Habitat — Vinton Furnace SF
Register by Oct 2

Wildlife Management — Vinton Furnace SF
Register by Nov 6 E

Total Amount Due (# attending X $20)

. ATTENDIN

Aug 14
Aug 28

Sept 11

Nov 13

Total of Number Attending
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