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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Hello Jackson County! 

 

October has passed and in the blink of an eye, it’ll be 2026! November is here 
and it has already been a busy month for me! This past weekend was my 
wedding, and I have spent a lot of time and effort planning and executing the day. 
Moving into the month, I plan to take some personal time to go on our 
honeymoon, so my availability may be limited. Please leave me any messages at 
the office and I will respond as soon as possible. 

This month, we do have two programs including the Jackson County Farmers 
Club and the Ohio State University Agricultural Economics Outlook Conference 
in Columbus. At the Farmers Club meeting, we have Dr. Emma Matchem coming 
down to talk about some strategies for pasture and hayfield renovation after the 
two difficult years we have faced. If you are interested in going to the 
Agricultural Outlook and Policy Conference in Columbus, click here to register: 
https://aede.osu.edu/outlook-conference it’s free! 

Our office will be closed on the 27th and 28th in recognition of Thanksgiving. 
During this time, I encourage everyone to think about all the blessings this year 
has brought and to reflect with those who are special to you. Like always, if you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out! Enjoy the fall colors! 

 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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November 11th – Veterans Day’s 

November 17th – Jackson County Farmers Club – Pasture and Hayfield Renovation 

November 18th – Ohio State University Agricultural Economics Outlook Conference 

November 27th and 28th – Thanksgiving (Office Closed) 
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Fall Beef Management in Ohio: Forage Challenges and Herd Prep 
By: Ted Wiseman, OSU Extension, Perry County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/10/22/fall-beef-management-in-ohio-forage-challenges-and-herd-
prep/ 
 
As fall deepens across Ohio, cattle producers are entering an important time of year for the beef herd and forage 
management. With winter on its way, the decisions made now will shape herd health, feed efficiency, and 
economic outcomes through the cold months. This year, however, brings added complexity: forage quality is 
down significantly, especially in first cutting hay, which suffered from delayed harvests and excessive rainfall 
in many regions. 

The Ohio State Beef Team recently evaluated 180 forage samples from across the state and found that overall 
forage quality was notably poor. Many of the samples, especially first cutting hay, showed significantly reduced 
protein and energy levels. This decline is largely attributed to delayed harvests caused by wet spring conditions, 
which led to overly mature forage with diminished nutritional value. As a result, producers must be especially 
cautious when planning winter feeding programs. Relying on low-quality hay without proper supplementation 
could compromise cow body condition, reduce reproductive performance, and increase the risk of health issues 
throughout the herd. 
Weaning calves during fall remains a cornerstone of herd management. To minimize stress and maximize 
performance, producers should ensure calves are vaccinated well ahead of weaning and consider creep feeding 
to ease the nutritional transition. Once calves are separated, it’s critical to assess cow body condition. Cows 
should enter winter with a body condition score of 5 to 6 to maintain reproductive performance and withstand 
colder temperatures. 

Pasture management also demands attention. Forage growth is slowing with shorter days and cooler nights, and 
overgrazing now can compromise spring regrowth. Producers are encouraged to walk their pastures, estimate 
remaining forage, and begin transitioning to stored feeds. Inventorying hay and silage supplies is essential, 
especially given the variability in quality. Testing forages for nutrient content will help guide supplementation 
strategies and avoid costly surprises later. 

Fall is also the ideal time for soil sampling and fertility adjustments. Maintaining proper soil pH and nutrient 
levels strengthens forage stands and sets the stage for successful spring growth. Producers planning to frost seed 
legumes should begin preparing pastures now by reducing grazing pressure and controlling weeds. 

Finally, fall offers a chance to catch up on facility maintenance and herd health tasks. Repairing fences, 
checking water systems, and scheduling pregnancy checks and deworming can all be done before winter 
conditions make these jobs more difficult. 

In a year where forage quality has been a real challenge—especially with poor first cutting hay—Ohio beef 
producers need to stay ahead of the curve. Evaluating feed inventories, checking cow condition, and making 
smart pasture decisions this fall will go a long way toward keeping cattle healthy and productive through winter. 
Taking time now to adjust rations, supplement low-quality hay, and prep facilities means fewer problems later 
and a smoother start to spring. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/10/22/fall-beef-management-in-ohio-forage-challenges-and-herd-prep/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/10/22/fall-beef-management-in-ohio-forage-challenges-and-herd-prep/
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Forage Management After Drought and a Tough Growing Season 
By: Dr. Emma Matcham, Assistant Professor, OSU Integrated Forage Systems Specialist 
Christine Gelley, OSU Extension Educator ANR, Noble County 
Dr. Ted Wiseman, OSU Extension ANR Educator, Perry County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2025/10/21/forage-management-after-drought-and-a-tough-growing-
season/ 
 
After two years of drought stress followed by erratic rainfall patterns in 
2025, Ohio forage producers are facing a challenging landscape. Pastures 
across the region show signs of wear—uneven growth, bare patches, and 
thin stands—while newly seeded alfalfa fields have struggled to establish 
due to poor planting conditions and unpredictable moisture. As winter 
approaches, now is the time to take action to protect soil, improve forage 
stands, and plan for a more successful spring. 

Bare ground in pastures is more than an eyesore—it can lead to erosion, 
weed invasion, and mud. To prevent further degradation, producers 
should aim to cover exposed soil before winter sets in. Fast-growing 
annual grasses like cereal rye are a practical option for late-season 
seeding. Cereal rye can be planted in Ohio until November 1 and is easy 
to establish with a no-till drill or broadcast followed by cultipacking. 
Proper seeder calibration and planting depth (1–1.5 inches) is generally 
more successful, especially with variable soil moisture and sod cover. In 
areas where seeding isn’t feasible due to time or equipment constraints, applying mulch with hay or straw can 
help protect the soil and may even introduce residual seed that germinates in spring. 
Frost seeding legumes like red or ladino clover during late winter freeze-thaw cycles is another effective 
strategy, especially when heavy equipment access is limited. These practices work best when animal traffic is 
minimized to allow new seedlings to be established. For producers with access to drones or spinner spreaders, 
frost seeding can be done efficiently across large areas without compacting sensitive ground. 

New alfalfa plantings have been hit hard by this year’s weather. Wet spring conditions delayed planting, while 
dry summer soils prevented proper seed emergence. Fields with fewer than 25 stems per square foot and less 
than 6 inches of growth are at high risk for winter kill. Producers should assess stand density and consider 
overseeding with grasses like orchardgrass or perennial ryegrass to boost yield and forage quality. Cereal crops 
such as oats or triticale can also provide tonnage, while legumes may improve forage quality but typically yield 
less. When overseeding, timing and soil moisture are critical—early spring with a no-till drill is ideal, but 
broadcasting can work if conditions are favorable. 

Autotoxicity is a concern when interseeding alfalfa into older stands. Fields planted before April 2025 are likely 
unsuitable for replanting with alfalfa, while August 2025 plantings may be safe for spring interseeding in 2026. 
Fields planted in mid-May through June fall into a gray area, where autotoxic compounds may persist 
depending on soil type and rainfall. Coarser soils may flush these compounds more quickly, while heavier soils 
may retain them longer. 

Looking ahead, spring 2026 forage establishment will require careful planning. Soil testing before planting is 
essential to match seed selection with fertility conditions. Producers should consider using high-biomass winter 
cover crops to help dry soil faster in spring and explore reduced-tillage systems to maximize planting windows. 
Nurse crops like oats or barley can protect young alfalfa seedlings from harsh winter conditions and improve 
stand survival. On fields with a history of poor drainage, winter cover crops can also help transpire excess 
moisture and improve seedbed conditions. 

mailto:gelley.2@osu.edu
https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2025/10/21/forage-management-after-drought-and-a-tough-growing-season/
https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2025/10/21/forage-management-after-drought-and-a-tough-growing-season/
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Whether managing pastures or alfalfa, rest and recovery are key. Reducing animal movement across stressed 
areas will give new seedlings a fighting chance. Producers should also consider rotational grazing strategies to 
prevent overuse of vulnerable areas. With thoughtful planning and timely action, Ohio producers can rebuild 
forage systems and prepare for a more productive season ahead. 

As Ohio’s land-grant university, The Ohio State University Extension is here to support producers with science-
based recommendations, soil testing services, and practical resources. County Extension offices across the state 
offer localized guidance and can help tailor regeneration strategies to your specific conditions. For more 
information on cover crops, forage species, and pasture management, visit ohioline.osu.edu, where you’ll find 
fact sheets and tools to guide your next steps. 
 
Carbon Capture and Storage legislation and prospect of pore space leasing moves forward in Ohio 
By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Attorney and Director, Agricultural & Resource Law Program 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/carbon-capture-and-storage-legislation-and-prospect-pore-space-leasing 
 
A bill authorizing the capture and storage of carbon dioxide via underground storage wells has passed the 
Ohio House of Representatives.  The nearly unanimous vote by the House now advances H.B. 170 to the 
Ohio Senate. 
 
We’ve reported previously on the prospect of Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) coming to Ohio.  CCS 
is one part of a strategy to reduce airborne CO2 emissions. It’s of high interest to hard-to-abate emission 
sources, such as ethanol, steel, chemical, and concrete production facilities. Rather than reducing the 
CO2 in their emissions, CCS allows such sectors to capture CO2 from emissions and store the CO2 in 
pore spaces far beneath the land’s surface. But landowners must be willing to lease their “pore space” for 
CO2 storage. If passed, then, CCS legislation will create pore space leasing opportunities and challenges 
for Ohio landowners. 
Refer to our Ag Law Blog posts explaining CCS and discussing how CCS requires landowners to 
lease “pore space.”  We also reviewed the first CCS bills in Ohio, proposed last legislative session, in 
a third blog post.  Those  bills did not pass, and H.B. 170 represents a new version of the proposals, 
developed after additional consideration by interested parties. 
 
What’s in H.B. 170? 
H.B. 170 sets up a state regulatory framework that authorizes the storage of capture carbon dioxide into 
subsurface “pore space” via Class VI injection wells, which are regulated by the U.S. EPA under the 
federal Safe Drinking Water Act’s Underground Injection Control Program.  The bill addresses several 
 

• Agency authority and rules.  Delegates regulatory authority over CCS to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources Division of Oil and Gas Resources Management and 
directs the Chief to adopt rules that carry out the legislation. 

• “Pore space” interests.  Defines “pore space” as the subsurface cavities and voids that are 
suitable for use as storage areas for CO2, outlines procedures for severing and conveying 
pore space, clarifies the relationship between pore space, surface rights, and mineral 
interests, and limits the liability of pore space owners for the injection of CO2 into their 
pore space. 

• CCS projects.  Lays out the components of “carbon sequestration projects,” which includes 
“storage facilities” operated by “storage operators” who inject CO2 into pore space via 
injection wells. 

• “Pooling” of pore space.  Authorizes the pooling or “statutory consolidation” of pore space 
for carbon sequestration projects if the storage operator obtains the consent of owners of at 
least 70% of the pore space and establishes rights and responsibilities for statutory 
consolidation. 

http://ohioline.osu.edu/
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/carbon-capture-and-storage-legislation-and-prospect-pore-space-leasing
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb170
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/carbon-capture-and-storage-coming-soon-ohio
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/carbon-capture-and-storage-legal-issues-pore-space
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/carbon-capture-and-storage-bills
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• Project completion and closure.  Provides procedures for “certificates of project 
completion” that apply to the closure of storage facilities and a transfer of responsibility and 
liability to the State. 

• Fees and penalties.  Establishes fees for storage facilities and funds to pay for current and 
post-closure care program costs  and sets civil and criminal penalties for violation of CCS 
regulations. 

• Limitations on damages.  Limits claims for damages dues to injection or migration of CO2 
to claims that establish direct physical injury to persons, animals, or property,  limits claims 
to diminution of value caused by the injection or migration and prohibits punitive damages 
in such cases. 
 

What’s next for CCS? 
The Ohio Senate now has its turn to consider H.B. 170.  The Senate President referred the bill to the 
Senate Energy Committee,  which already has a CCS bill before the committee. The Senate’s version of 
CCS, S.B. 136, was introduced last March but has not received any hearings.  
 
S.B. 136 mirrors the version of H.B. 170 first introduced in the House. But amendments to H.B. 170 
occurred in the House Natural Resources Committee that created differences between the two bills.  It 
will be up to Energy Committee Chair Brian Chavez to determine which bill to advance, if any.  
 
For a comparison of the original introduced bills (H.B. 170 and S.B. 136) and the substitute bill for H.B. 
170 that passed the House of Representatives, refer to this synopsis by the Legislative Service 
Commission that highlights the differences. 
 
H.B. 170 is a step toward “primacy” 
Ohio is already on its way toward seeking approval from the U.S. EPA to regulate Class VI injection 
wells within the state, a concept referred to as “primacy.”  State-based regulation of the well permitting 
program would speed up the permitting process for CCS, according to proponents of primacy.  However, 
the state regulatory program must be at least as stringent as federal requirements before the U.S. EPA 
will delegate the Class VI program to the state. H.B. 170 and its resulting regulations will be reviewed by 
the U.S. EPA when Ohio submits its application for primacy to the U.S. EPA. 
 
To date, only five other states have obtained primacy over Class VI wells. Six other states are currently 
in the process of applying for such approval.  By obtaining primacy, Ohio could be ahead of many states 
in encouraging CCS development, proponents state.  
  
Implications for Ohio landowners: pore space leasing 
We’ve heard that some companies are already out with offers of “pore space leases” to Ohio 
landowners.  Some are offering around $25 per acre for the right to use pore space for CCS.  But now is 
the time for caution.  The legislation is necessary to clarifying  legal interests in pore space and how CCS 
development will occur in Ohio—both important issues landowners need to know before entering into 
pore space leases.  A third important issue in need of clarification is the value of pore space, and it’s still 
too early to have firm answers to that question. Experience from oil and gas leasing teaches us, however, 
that early lease payment offers tend to be lower than later offers. 
Landowners who want to move forward now on pore space leases, however, would be wise to work with 
an attorney.  Some attorneys across the state are already reviewing and negotiating pore space leases on 
behalf of the landowners.  Contact the agricultural law team for help with identifying attorneys 
knowledgeable in this area.  
 
Watch for more resources on CCS and pore space leases coming to our program soon. 
 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/sb136
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2025 Fourth Quarter Fertilizer Prices Across Ohio 
By: Amanda Bennett, Eric Richer, Clint Schroeder, OSU Extension 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-
library/Q4%20Ohio%20Fertilizer%20%20Survey%20Summary%2010-15-2025.pdf 
 
The 2025 fourth quarter results from a survey of Ohio fertilizer retailers showed prices in Ohio were 
somewhat varied when compared to the national averages reported by Progressive Farmer - DTN (Quinn, 
October 2025). The survey was completed by 32 retailers, representing 19 counties, who do business in 
the state of Ohio. Respondents were asked to quote spot prices as of the first day of the quarter (October 
1st) based on sale type.  
 
The survey found that the average prices of fertilizers were lower in Ohio compared to the national prices 
for all major fertilizers except NH3 (Anhydrous Ammonia), DAP, Urea and MAP. Only one was 
significantly lower (more than 5%) than the national average prices; UAN at 14% less than the national 
average. The national average price for DAP and MAP was nearly the same as in Ohio.  
 
When compared to prices from last quarter’s Ohio survey, several fertilizers were down in Q4. Several 
were down significantly (more than 5%): UAN (9.9%), Urea (6.3%), AMS (23.3%) and ATS (17.4%). 
MAP and DAP both increased significantly by 6.5% and 9.3% respectively. When compared to Quarter 
4 of 2024 average Ohio prices, the 2025 Q4 data average Ohio prices were significantly higher for all 
fertilizers measured in the survey. UAN28 and DAP both saw the most significant increases over 2024 
prices in the same quarter, coming in at changes of 26% and 22% respectively. Urea, MAP, potash and 
AMS all came in at more than a 12% increase over the same 2024 period.  
 
The chart below (Table 1.) is the summary of the survey responses. The responses (n) are the number of 
survey responses for each product. The minimum and maximum values reflect the minimum and 
maximum values reported in the survey. The average is the simple average of all survey responses for 
each product rounded to the nearest dollar. We recognize that many factors influence a company’s spot 
price for fertilizer including but not limited to availability, geography, volume, cost of freight, 
competition, regulation, etc. 
 
Table 1. Fourth Quarter 2025 Ohio Fertilizer Prices 

 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/Q4%20Ohio%20Fertilizer%20%20Survey%20Summary%2010-15-2025.pdf
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/Q4%20Ohio%20Fertilizer%20%20Survey%20Summary%2010-15-2025.pdf
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