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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Hello Jackson County! 

What a month it has been! From Farm-City Field Day, Farm Science Review, and 
Beef Artificial Insemination School, it has been a busy month! I want to say 
thank you to everyone that has been involved and assisted with each one of these 
programs! Without you all, none of it could be possible. It was dry the first part 
of September, but here at the Jackson Research Station, the second half of the 
month, we have seen 3.44 inches. Still behind on the year average, but we have 
seen some pasture green up. 

Looking into October, we have a couple of great programs. On October 7th, the 
Extension Office and Jackson City Library are partnering to host an open hike at 
Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp. We also have a program with OSU Beef Specialist, 
Garth Ruff, discussing winter feeding options due to the drought. Finally, we will 
have our last pesticide exam for the year. 

We just released a new episode of the Agronomy and Farm Management Podcast 
covering “Carbon Markets”. If you have time, be sure to check it out at the link 
below:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pn_GIo-
DcNI&list=PLYlh_BdeqniIkVIw8LGEiEMI30Pn82bLW&index=2 

As always, if you have any questions or topics, you are interested in for 
programming, please feel free to reach out! 

 

Have a great and safe October! 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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October 1st – 3rd – Beef AI School 

October 7th – Canter’s Cave Open Hike Night 

October 11th – A Day in the Woods 

October 14th – Livestock Committee Meeting  

October 21st – Jackson County Farmers Club 

October 24th – Winters Feeding for Beef Cattle  

October 29th – Pesticide Exam 
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Emergency Haying and Grazing of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Acreage Available for 70 Ohio Counties 
By: David Marrison, OSU Extension Field Specialist, Farm Management 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/sat-09212024-700am/emergency-haying-and-grazing-
conservation-reserve-program-crp-acreage 
 
 
Drought conditions continued to degrade across Ohio. According to the U.S. Drought Monitor report on 
September 17, 59.56% of Ohio is experiencing severe or greater drought conditions with 9.5% classified 
as D4 or exceptional drought conditions (Figure 1). It is important to remember that D4 conditions only 
occur once every 50 to 100 years. Approximately 98% of the state is experiencing at least abnormally dry 
conditions. One silver lining is the current seven-day forecast shows the potential for rain in many areas 
of Ohio next week which should help slow the progress of drought should it occur.  
 
The drought conditions have impacted both pastures and hayfields across Ohio. The Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) administered under the USDA Farm Service Agency permits emergency haying 
and grazing on certain CRP practices in a county designated as D2 or higher on the U.S. Drought 
Monitor, or in a county where there is at least a 40 percent loss in forage production. 
 
Emergency use of CRP acres is available in eligible counties if the stand is in condition to support such 
activity and is subject to a modified conservation plan. Producers should contact their FSA office to 
determine if the county remains eligible and to obtain a modified conservation plan. 
 
After a county is approved for emergency haying and grazing, conditions are reviewed monthly to 
determine whether continuing the emergency activities is warranted. To date, 70 counties (79.5%) in 
Ohio are eligible (as of 9/17/2024). These can be found in Table 1: 
 
Table 1: Ohio Counties Eligible for Emergency CRP Grazing 

County State 
Date 

  County Start Date   County Start Date 

Adams 8/20/2024   Hamilton 9/17/2024   Noble 7/16/2024 

Allen 9/17/2024   Hancock 9/17/2024   Ottawa 9/10/2024 

Ashland 9/17/2024   Hardin 9/10/2024   Paulding 9/17/2024 

Athens 7/16/2024   Harrison 7/30/2024   Perry 7/23/2024 

Auglaize 9/10/2024   Henry 9/10/2024   Pickaway 7/16/2024 

Belmont 7/16/2024   Highland 7/30/2024   Pike 7/30/2024 

Brown 8/20/2024   Hocking 7/23/2024   Preble 9/17/2024 

Butler 9/10/2024   Holmes 9/17/2024   Putnam 9/17/2024 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/sat-09212024-700am/emergency-haying-and-grazing-conservation-reserve-program-crp-acreage
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/sat-09212024-700am/emergency-haying-and-grazing-conservation-reserve-program-crp-acreage
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Carroll 8/20/2024   Jackson 7/30/2024   Richland 9/17/2024 

Champaign 9/03/2024   Jefferson 7/23/2024   Ross 7/16/2024 

Clark 9/03/2024   Knox 9/17/2024   Sandusky 9/10/2024 

Clermont 9/10/2024   Lawrence 12/19/2023   Scioto 8/20/2024 

Clinton 8/20/2024   Licking 8/27/2024   Shelby 9/10/2024 

Coshocton 9/03/2024   Logan 9/10/2024   Tuscarawas 7/30/2024 

Crawford 9/17/2024   Lucas 9/10/2024   Union 9/03/2024 

Defiance 9/10/2024   Madison 7/16/2024   Vinton 7/23/2024 

Delaware 9/03/2024   Marion 9/17/2024   Warren 9/03/2024 

Fairfield 7/16/2024   Meigs 7/16/2024   Washington 7/16/2024 

Fayette 7/16/2024   Miami 9/10/2024   Wayne 9/17/2024 

Franklin 7/16/2024   Monroe 7/16/2024   Williams 9/10/2024 

Fulton 9/10/2024   Montgomery 9/03/2024   Wood 9/10/2024 

Gallia 7/30/2024   Morgan 7/16/2024   Wyandot 9/17/2024 

Greene 9/03/2024   Morrow 9/17/2024       

Guernsey 7/16/2024   Muskingum 7/16/2024       

  

More information about the emergency grazing of CRP acreage can be found 
at: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-
program/emergency-haying-and-grazing/index 
 
Producers are encouraged visit their local Farm Service Agency office to report crop and livestock losses. 
By providing this data, producers can learn their eligibility for the FSA disaster programs. Producers can 
locate their local office at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh FSA has also developed an on-line disaster assistance 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/emergency-haying-and-grazing/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/emergency-haying-and-grazing/index
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Foffices.sc.egov.usda.gov*2Flocator*2Fapp*3Fagency=fsa*26state=oh*26utm_medium=email*26utm_source=govdelivery/10/01000191337c1432-40d5d982-eaf1-4531-864d-8504cc26a13c-000000/_ih-5R3Rbs1kQSVCJ2TBsPYHOdW43AzcmTwhSHKzzXk=365__;JSUlJSUlJSU!!KGKeukY!214t1o7DhGn8OjU8DlYbBXfQpFXJY5_a0WJb6weXH182Tc14TkJn-nfvPaOTinxX94FI9C7T_kakaS8FMeFSZvwDMTXGOQE-ng%24


 
 October 2024            5 
 
discover tool which allows producers to learn which of the many USDA assistance programs which might 
fit their operation due to this year’s drought. This easy-to-use tool can be accessed 
at: https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/disaster-tool 
 
More Rain Doesn’t Fix Drought Pastures 
By: Mindy Ward, Editor, Missouri Ruralist 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/10/01/more-rain-doesnt-fix-drought-pastures/ 
 
Although this article is geared towards the drought conditions experienced in Missouri this past summer, Mindy 
Ward provides our Eastern readers with 4 key tips on how to manage your drought stressed pastures after finally 
receiving some much needed fall moisture. 

Here are four things to do to boost plant roots and future growth of fatigued grasses and forbs. 

Recent heavy rains may provide relief to Missouri’s two-year drought, but Carson Roberts says one good rain 
won’t undo the damage to mismanaged pastures. 

“Remember, it is not about how much rain you get,” the University of Missouri Extension state forage specialist 
says. “It’s about how much rain you can keep and access.” 
Remnants of Hurricane Beryl made their way into Missouri last week, providing a break in the heat and adding 
to the moisture levels across the state. 

The brunt of the precipitation fell across mid-Missouri, with reports of total rainfall near Columbia topping 6 
inches. Areas of St. Charles saw nearly 9 inches in a week. 

But the additional moisture may not help some pastures still overgrazed from a multiyear drought. The problem: 
Poor infiltration and weak roots can combine to create a compounding effect on the productivity of a pasture 
between rains. 

Improving both is important to future grass and forbs growth, Roberts says, regardless of the amount of rainfall. 

Tips to rejuvenate pastures 
In a recent MU Extension news release, Roberts and MU Extension agronomist Valerie Tate offer four 
strategies to rebuild root structures: 

1. Give it a rest. Giving grass and forbs pastures a break from grazing, haying or mowing allows 
plants to invest in their root systems. Avoid restocking too quickly after drought, as it can stress 
pastures before they fully recover. Stop haying or mowing weakened areas to prevent further 
stress on root systems. 

2. Boost fertility. Weakened root systems struggle to access nutrients. Prioritize soil sample 
analysis to determine nutrient needs. Focus on adjusting pH levels and providing phosphorus and 
potassium. 

3. Reduce soil compaction. Compacted soils have poor water-storing abilities and reduced 
infiltration. Wet or moist soils are especially susceptible to compaction. Avoid driving heavy 
equipment across pastures during these conditions. 

4. Create a litter bank. Litter on the soil surface offers several benefits, including reduced splash 
erosion, increased soil aggregations and lower soil surface temperatures. Thatch on the soil 
surface increases soil aggregation through reduced erosion, improved organic matter and 

https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/disaster-tool
https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2024/10/01/more-rain-doesnt-fix-drought-pastures/
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increased soil life. It also reduces direct sunlight to the soil, protecting against overheating, and 
ultimately, decreased water infiltration. 
 

The optimum way to establish thatch is giving pastures a rest period and allowing grass to grow. While this can 
be difficult, Roberts says, a deposit in the litter bank is an investment that will pay dividends in the future. 

What is splash erosion? 
Splash erosion happens when raindrops impact the soil, causing movement of soil particles. These dislocated 
particles can clog the pores and micropores in the soil, reducing the amount of water that can infiltrate the soil. 
 
Two Years of Fall Drought Impacting Marketing Strategies 
By: James Mitchell, Livestock Marketing Specialist, University of Arkansas 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/10/02/two-years-of-fall-drought-impacting-marketing-strategies/ 
 
Over the past two years, drought conditions have worsened rapidly each September, coinciding with the start of 
fall marketings for calves and cull cows. Typically, large volumes of these cattle come to market in October and 
November, following a well-established seasonal pattern. This influx of cattle puts downward pressure on 
prices, with October historically seeing the lowest cattle prices of the year. However, drought pressure has 
likely caused producers to adjust their marketing strategies. A closer look at state-level auction receipts can 
provide insight into how these changes are playing out. 

 
 
The first graph in this article (above) shows monthly feeder cattle auction receipts for Arkansas, Kentucky, 
Missouri, and Mississippi. In 2021 (red line) and 2022 (green line), the seasonal peak in receipts occurred, as 
expected, in October and November. However, in 2023 and 2024, receipts increased earlier, with a significant 
rise in September, likely due to drought-induced early marketings of calves. In Arkansas, for example, 
September 2024 auction receipts are 8 percent lower than in September 2023 but 38 percent higher than in 
September 2022. Missouri’s receipts are up 2 percent year over year for September, and a similar pattern is seen 
in Kentucky. 
 

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2024/10/02/two-years-of-fall-drought-impacting-marketing-strategies/
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The second graph (below) displays monthly slaughter cattle (cull cows) auction receipts. In each of the four 
states, there is a clear seasonal peak in October. However, receipts are noticeably lower this year compared to 
2021 through 2023. This serves as a stark reminder of how heavily the beef cow herd was culled last year, with 
auction receipts significantly higher throughout all of 2023. 

 

 
As Josh discussed in his article a few weeks ago, part of the downward pressure on prices is due to the normal 
seasonal pattern. However, drought conditions have impacted the fall cattle market for the past two years, 
causing this seasonal price pressure to occur earlier than usual. With fewer cattle available this year, the market 
will continue to reflect tighter supplies for the remainder of the year and into 2025. 

Significant Current Agricultural Use Value (CAUV) Increases in 2024 Will Impact Property Taxes on Farmland in 
2025 
By: Barry Ward, Leader, Production Business Management 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-09202024-946am/significant-current-agricultural-use-value-
cauv-increases-2024-will-impact 
 
Writing this feels like déjà vu. It feels like we’ve lived through this before and for good reason. The 
article I wrote last year about significant increases in Current Ag Use Value of farmland can be repeated 
almost word for word. 
 
Again, large increases in the Current Ag Use Value (CAUV) of farmland in 2024 will result in higher 
property taxes for farmland owners in 2025. Twenty-four of Ohio’s eighty-eight counties will see 
property tax increases in 2025 due to higher CAUV. Several factors have led to this increase in ag use 
valuation. The average current ag use value is expected to be $1,616 per acre across all soil types 
(proposed final value). This compares to a value of $759 per acre in 2021 which represents an increase of 
113%. 
 
The Current Agricultural Use Value (CAUV) Program is a differential real estate tax assessment 
program for owners of farmland. The program allows for the assessment value of farmland parcels to be 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-09202024-946am/significant-current-agricultural-use-value-cauv-increases-2024-will-impact
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-09202024-946am/significant-current-agricultural-use-value-cauv-increases-2024-will-impact
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taxed according to their use value in agriculture (or their value related to income from agriculture) rather 
than the market value (defined as the value if the land were sold by a willing seller to a non-related 
willing buyer). To arrive at this “use value”, a formula is used that includes several variables to capitalize 
the net income from agricultural products. 
 
Landowners with farmland and woodlands in Ohio are eligible to sign-up for the CAUV program 
through their county auditor’s office if they meet the requirements. 
 
There are two paths for a parcel to qualify for the Current Agricultural Use Valuation (CAUV) Program. 
To qualify for CAUV, land must meet one of the following requirements during the three years 
preceding an application. 
 
•Ten or more acres must be devoted exclusively to commercial agricultural use; or 
 
•If under ten acres are devoted exclusively to commercial agricultural use, the farm must produce an 
average yearly gross income of at least $2,500. 
 
Each of the 3517 different soil types in Ohio is assigned a current ag use value (CAUV) each tax year. 
The value represents the expected net present value of an acre of land devoted solely to agricultural 
production for the dominant crops in Ohio. To determine this value, an average of yields and prices for 
corn, soybeans, and wheat is used to determine gross income. Non-land costs are then subtracted from 
gross income for a measure of net income. Finally, this net income is divided by a capitalization rate 
based upon recent values of farm interest and equity rates. 
 
Counties are subject to an update in CAUV every 3 years so only a portion (24 of the 88) have been 
updated in 2024 that will impact 2025 property taxes. As counties see updated values only every three 
years, there is the opportunity for large changes as many farmland owners will see this year. 
 
Several factors have led to much of this increase in ag use valuation. Higher crop market prices and 
increased crop yields included in the formula have been significant drivers in the higher current ag use 
values. Price increases have been substantial as compared to the prices used in the 2021 calculations (the 
last time these counties underwent CAUV updates). Corn price has increased 22.6%, soybean price 
increased 18.8% and wheat price increased 16.0%. 
 
Although we have seen substantial decreases in crop market prices this year, the prices used in the 
formula don’t reflect this yet. The prices used in the formula are based on a 7 year “olympic average” of 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) marketing year average prices. The higher crop prices 
in 2020 through 2022 continue to keep this price variable high in spite of recent falling crop prices. 
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Yields used to determine values for each soil type increased 8.0% for corn, 5.7% for soybeans and 8.5% 
for wheat as compared to the yields used for the 2021 calculations. 
 
Although Ohio farmers have seen significant increases in input costs since 2021 and the Ohio Crop 
Enterprise Budgets reflect this, there haven’t been enough years of these higher costs to significantly 
impact the cost variables used in the formula. 
 
Low interest rates (capitalization rate) have also contributed to the increasing current ag use values as 
recent higher interest rates aren’t yet fully represented in the formula. The capitalization rate used in the 
formula in 2024 CAUV calculations was an increase at 8.2% as compared to the rate of 7.8% used in 
2021, the last time these counties saw an update in CAUV. Recent higher interest rates will continue to 
increase the capitalization rate (denominator in the CAUV calculation) in future years which will help to 
moderate current ag use values. 
 
For a detailed look at the variables and calculations that are used to determine CAUV for farmland, 
access the Ohio Department of Taxation online publication “2024 Current Agricultural Use Value of 
Land Tables Explanation of the Calculation of Values for Tax Year 2024”. 
 
The Ohio Department of Taxation annually publishes this explanation of the CAUV valuation method 
complete with the measures used to calculate CAUV and examples of the calculations for certain soil 
units for the present year. This year’s document is titled “2024 Current Agricultural Use Value of Land 
Tables Explanation of the Calculation of Values for Tax Year 2024” and is available online at: 
 
https://tax.ohio.gov/government/real-state/cauv 
 
Woodlots 
 
Those with woodlots will likely see decreases in CAUV for their parcels which will decrease property 
taxes on these parcels in 2025. This year the Ohio Department of Taxation updated the CAUV woodland 
clearing cost from $1,000 per acres to over $4,000 per acre based on data from the Ohio Forestry 
Association (OFA) and inflation data. The larger land clearing costs will result in all woodlands to be 

https://tax.ohio.gov/government/real-state/cauv
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valued at the minimum CAUV of $230 per acre in 2024. 
 
Legislative Changes 
 
There has been quite a lot of conversation about legislative changes in determining property taxes in 
Ohio. There are a number of bills that have been initiated that address changes in valuation and/or 
taxation of property but none have made much progress. One bill that includes some language that would 
impact CAUV is Ohio House Bill 447. 
 
Ohio House Bill 447 would modify and expand property tax homestead exemptions, gradually reduce 
school districts’ 20-mill floor for tax levies and modify the formula for determining farmland’s current 
agricultural use value (CAUV). The change to CAUV language in the bill would increase the tax additur 
(a value that reflects the statewide effective property tax rate on agricultural land) to include a 10% floor. 
In practice, this change would serve to lower the current agricultural use value for land devoted 
exclusively to agricultural use. This bill has seen little movement recently and remains in committee. Part 
of the reason that this bill and others haven’t progressed very far through the legislative process is the 
existence of the Joint Committee on Property Taxation Review and Reform. 
 
A provision in the Senate version of the last biennial state budget was to require CAUV be determined 
by averaging the last three years of Current Ag Use Values. (This provision was ultimately excluded 
from the final biennial budget.) The current method for determining CAUV requires an update or 
reappraisal every 3 years. Significant changes in the variables that are used to calculate CAUV can lead 
to big changes in values during this this three-year interval. These large increases or decreases are often 
unanticipated by taxpayers. The provision that was considered would have required the Current Ag Use 
Value be calculated taking the current year calculated value plus the two prior years’ calculated values 
(for each soil type) and averaging the three. This proposed method would likely result in smaller 
increases and decreases in a given 3-year cycle for CAUV calculations. This provision continues to be 
discussed and may yet see further legislative consideration. 
 
Joint Committee on Property Taxation Review and Reform 
 
The Joint Committee on Property Tax Review and Reform in Ohio was created in the state's operating 
budget in 2023 to review the state's property tax system and make recommendations to the General 
Assembly. The committee is considering a wide range of legislative and administrative changes that may 
change the property tax system in Ohio and is required to issue a report by the end of the 2024. 
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