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Jackson County Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Newsletter 

 

Hello Jackson County! 

 

September is here, the temperature is nice, and college football is back on 
the tv! As harvest season rolls around, we are now classified by the U.S. Drought 
Monitor as D0 (Abnormally Dry). This means that if conditions begin to worsen 
and rain does not come along, we may begin to experience drought conditions. At 
Beef and Forage Field Night, we emphasized that producers who are making or 
buying hay should consider taking a forage test, as hay quality seems to be down 
due to the wet spring and dry last couple of weeks.  

This month, we have a lot going on here at the extension office. First off, 
I would like to invite you to the 64th annual Farm-City Field Day! This program 
will be on Four Mile Rd. this year and will be on a Saturday. For more 
information, please see the attached flyer on page 9. We also need help burning 
the pit on Friday September 12th, so if you are free and willing, we would love to 
see you out there! We also have Farm Science Review up in Madison County; 
tickets are available here at the Jackson County Extension Office. We are also 
offering a Hunter’s Education Class on Saturday September 20th – 21st if you 
know anyone interested. Finally, there are only a few spots left for our Beef 
Artificial Insemination School, so be sure to register before it’s too late! 

As always, if you have any questions or ideas for programming, please do 
not hesitate to reach out.  

 

Have a great and safe September! 

Josh Winters 
Jackson County Agriculture and Natural Resource Extension Educator 
 
The Ohio State University 
College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences 
17 Standpipe Rd., Jackson, OH 45640 
740-286-5044 Office 
winters.249@osu.edu 
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September 4th  – South Centers Soil Field Night 

September 8th – Livestock Committee Meeting 

September 9th – Fair Board Meeting 

September 12th – Burn the Pit for Farm-City Field Day 

September 13th – Farm-City Field Day 

September 15th – Jackson County Farmers Club 

September 16th – 18th – Farm Science Review 

September 20th – 21st – Hunter’s Education Class 

September 30th – October 2nd – Beef Artificial Insemination School 
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Managing Perennial Weeds in Pastures and Hayfields this Fall 
By: Emma Matcham, Eugene Law, PhD, Ted Wiseman 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-28/managing-perennial-weeds-pastures-
and-hayfields-fall 
 

Fall is an important time of year for managing perennial weeds in forage 
crops, especially pastures. Some weed issues were exacerbated in 2025 due to last 
year’s drought, and we’ve seen many pastures and hayfields with high levels of 
hemp dogbane, milkweed, Canada thistle, and others. Perennial species can be 
particularly hard to control since their root systems and other underground 
structures allow them to regrow quickly after their above ground structures are 
killed. Fall is an important window for perennial species control, since actions 
taken now can reduce the amount of energy they store underground for next year. 

Frequent mowing is a type of mechanical weed control that helps deplete the amount of carbohydrates 
that plants have stored in their root systems. Over time, plants that are mowed frequently will be less able to 
grow back quickly. Using a systemic herbicide in conjunction with mechanical weed control can further reduce 
a perennial weed’s ability to bounce back in spring. Systemic herbicides are able to move from where they are 
sprayed on the plant surface to the underground portion of plants. Fall is one of the most effective times of year 
for systemic herbicide use on perennial plants as the plants will actively move the herbicide throughout the root 
system as they fill their carbohydrate storages, but they must be used when plants are still actively growing. 
Optimal timing will be a few weeks after the last cutting, but before hard frosts begin—in most years, that’s 
sometime in September for Ohio. Control is more effective if perennial weeds are allowed to regrow to around 
6-12 inches tall before applying herbicides. 

Some weeds that were of particular concern in 2025 were hemp dogbane, common milkweed, Canada 
thistle, pokeweed, and horsenettle. Most of these weeds are more responsive to herbicides early in the season, 
before they reach 8 inches in height. But, another opportunity for control is in fall. Systemic herbicides with 
good control on hemp dogbane and Canada thistle include dicamba (Clarity, others) and triclopyr (Remedy 
Ultra). Glyphosate is the best option for milkweed, although it will also have partial control with Remedy Ultra. 
Canada thistle, another aggressive perennial, responds best to fall applications of glyphosate, clopyralid 
(Stinger), or 2,4-D + dicamba, especially after light frosts when the plant is still translocating nutrients to its 
roots. Cultural practices like maintaining competitive forage stands can also suppress thistle growth, and dense 
forages can also reduce nightshade emergence. Pokeweed control requires removal of the entire taproot for 
mechanical success, though herbicides like glyphosate and dicamba are effective when applied during 
flowering. Spot treatments or cut-stump applications are advised near desirable vegetation. 

Other troublesome weeds include cocklebur, which can be suppressed with early mowing and pre-
emergent herbicides; horsenettle, which responds to Crossbow (2,4-D plus triclopyr) or triclopyr during bud to 
bloom stages; quackgrass, which is best treated with glyphosate in late fall; and multiflora rose, which can be 
managed with metsulfuron (Escort) or Crossbow during fall or bloom periods. Each of these species requires a 
tailored approach, but fall remains one of the most effective seasons for long-term perennial weed control in 
forage systems. 

Herbicide options will vary based on the species you are trying to preserve in your pasture, the types of 
weeds you have, and your application method options. In grass pastures that lost their clover stands in last 
year’s drought, or elsewhere you plan to frost-seed clovers this winter, you have the option of using herbicides 
that are grass-safe but not legume-safe, including dicamba, clopyralid, aminopyralid (Milestone), picloram 
(Tordon, ingredient in Surmount), and 2,4-D. As always, pay close attention to herbicide labels to avoid as 
much as possible any use restrictions on treated hay and to prevent unintended damage to desired vegetation. 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-28/managing-perennial-weeds-pastures-and-hayfields-fall
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-28/managing-perennial-weeds-pastures-and-hayfields-fall
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Harvesting Corn Silage at the Correct Moisture While Being Cautious of Nitrates 
By: Jason Hartschuh, OSU Extension Field Specialist, Dairy management and Precision Livestock 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/08/27/harvesting-corn-silage-at-the-correct-moisture-while-being-
cautious-of-nitrates/ 
 

Corn silage harvest is a critical time of year for dairy and beef operations, as the quality of the silage 
harvested determines the farm's success or failure for the following year. As drier weather sets into the state it 
will decrease the risk of compaction during corn silage harvest but may set up a few other challenges such as 
timing harvest moisture correctly and Nitrate toxicity. While we have not heard of any difficulties with nitrate 
toxicity in the corn silage that has been harvested, this is always a risk during drought-stressed periods. Anytime 
plant growth slows due to conditions such as drought or cold weather, nitrates accumulate in the lower stalk. 
The most significant risk then comes for the next 3 to 5 days after a soaking rain, when the plant starts growing 
again, moving these nitrates up the plant. Higher nitrate corn silage can be managed by increasing cutting height 
and making sure silage ferments for at least 21 days, during which the nitrate changes to ammonia in the feed. 
During this time, nitrate levels generally decline by 50-60%. However, during this time, the silage will release 
deadly silage gas, and during drought conditions, the silage is at a significant risk of being harvested too dry. If 
you need silage before it has time to ferment fully, it is a good idea to test the corn silage nitrate level. Samples 
should be less than 1,000 ppm Nitrate Nitrogen on a dry matter basis. 
 
Estimating harvest moisture 
 

Corn silage harvest moisture is critical to maintaining feed quality and achieving good fermentation, 
with the goal of whole plant harvest moisture being between 62-70% moisture. The kernel milk line method can 
help determine when to harvest corn silage, but it loses accuracy during dry conditions when plant moisture 
doesn’t match kernel maturity. When the kernel is at 1/3, the silage moisture is generally 68-72% and by 2/3 
milk line, the whole plant moisture is 62-68% moisture, but under drought conditions, it may be less than 60% 
moisture. A better way to determine moisture is once kernels reach the ¼ milk line, start checking whole plant 
moisture. To do this, select 10 plants from uniform areas of the field, sampling obviously more mature and less 
mature regions separately. Cut corn plants at the same height you plan to chop; cutting too low generally 
underestimates moisture, while cutting too high overestimates moisture.  Chop these samples carefully either 
through a silage chopper or a woodchipper. Mix the sample well to achieve uniformity and sub-sample for a 
moisture test using a Koster tester, air fryer, or microwave to determine moisture.    
 
Safety 
 

Corn silage harvest can be a stressful and dangerous time of year when long hours are mixed with large 
machinery operations. During fermentation, both Nitrogen Dioxide and Carbon Dioxide are released at deadly 
levels. Tower silo’s pose the greatest risk, but even bunker silo’s and silage bags are releasing gas. At just five 
ppm, Nitrogen Dioxide poses a human health risk, and Carbon Dioxide poses a risk at 1,500 ppm. When Nitrate 
levels in silage are elevated so are Nitrogen Dioxide levels during fermentation. When entering an upright silo, 
the silo blower should be run to provide oxygen, and a multi-gas meter should be used to make sure Nitrogen 
Dioxide levels are low enough for safe entry. When a bag is opened, even if not sealed shut, but the plastic is 
lying on the ground, trapped gases are released when the plastic is lifted, so stand to the side and never stick 
your head inside.  

During silage harvest, be cautious of equipment that may suddenly back up. Always know your way out 
of the pay of equipment. It is a good idea to wear bright clothes or even safety vests so that you are easily seen 
when working around all the silage equipment. When filling a bunker silo, be careful of how steep the side 
walls or wedge becomes, as this increases the risk of equipment rolling over. Then, when covering the pile, be 
very careful near the edges. If filling against old feed, remember to stay at least 3 times farther away from the 
face of a silage pile than it is tall if you walk up to it. Also, when working on top of a pile, stay at least as far 
away from the edge as the pile is tall to protect yourself from pile collapse.    

https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/08/27/harvesting-corn-silage-at-the-correct-moisture-while-being-cautious-of-nitrates/
https://u.osu.edu/beef/2025/08/27/harvesting-corn-silage-at-the-correct-moisture-while-being-cautious-of-nitrates/
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Pricing Corn Silage 
 

Corn silage price can be a challenge as it is not a directly traded commodity; however, we have a tool 
that can help you price corn silage based on the yield, price of corn grain, and low-quality hay, which can be 
found at: https://go.osu.edu/cornsilageprice. This tool also offers an in-depth spreadsheet that can help you 
refine this price to your operation based on additional information such as nutrient removal cost, harvest cost, 
hauling distance, and storage losses. Based on current corn prices and low-quality hay prices, corn silage has an 
average value of about $43.40 per ton. However, factoring in other decisions, such as harvest cost and trucking, 
this value could be between $27.83-$58.95 per ton. No matter how you price corn silage, getting an accurate 
estimate of grain yield or harvested tonnage is critical. Either of these can be used to determine price per acre. 
Have a safe and plentiful corn silage harvest.    
 
August is for Forage Seeding, So Get Your Plan Started Now 
By: Jordan Penrose, OSU Extension Educator ANR, Morgan County 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2025/08/12/august-is-for-forage-seeding-so-get-your-plan-started-now/ 
 
It is going to take some planning before you go out and seed a 
field. 

This year, for us in Southeastern Ohio, April is when 
we went from being more toward the dry side to going toward 
the wet side for weather. I would say that is what it seemed to 
be like for the whole southeastern part of the state that was 
affected by the drought last year, and the effects of that 
drought lasted up into April and some past that. In April, we 
had a lot of questions about how the forages would respond to 
coming out of the drought. It can sometimes amaze me how 
the weather can be so different from one year to the next. At 
this point last year, we asked when are we going to get rain. 
Now, a lot of us are asking when are we going to get a dry stretch to make hay. 

For the fields that you wanted to do something with this spring but were unable to do so, or you wanted 
to see how they came out of the drought, since we started to get rain. I want you to ask yourself now, how are 
those fields producing now? The reason I ask this question is that, in Ohio, we really only have two times of the 
year when we can seed pastures or hayfields with our typical cool-season grasses. Those two times being April 
and August, and August is upon us. So, if you are not liking how a pasture or hayfield has produced this year, 
maybe you can plan to fix up that field so it can do better for you and your farm. As my dad has told me many 
of times, you can’t make a plan unless you talk about it. And if you are going to redo a pasture or hayfield, it is 
going to take some planning before you go out there and seed a field into a new forage crop. 

If you are planning on redoing a field, the first thing to your plan is whether you are going to completely 
renovate the field or interseed into the existing stand of the field. If there are decent parts of the field that are 
good, you could go with the interseeding option, just make sure you have a handle on the weed pressure in those 
bad areas, so they do not suffocate out the new plants when they emerge from the soil. 

For me, the next step of the plan is where are you going to get a seeder from? Now if you have one that 
is a different story, but most people that I know do not have their own seeder on hand. Also, is the seeder 
available when you want to use it? If you are not sure where to start looking to rent a seeder, I would start with 
your local Soil and Water office, as ones that I know have a seeder that can be used to plant pastures or 
hayfields. 

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/2025/08/12/august-is-for-forage-seeding-so-get-your-plan-started-now/
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The next part of your plan is to work on a step-by-step species selection. So, what are the steps? 

1. Pick your dominant grass. 
2. Pick cool-season companion grasses. 
3. Pick the legumes. 
4. Consider minor species. 
5. Choose seeding rates. 
6. Select improved varieties. 

Using these steps, you can formulate a plan that is best for you and for the use of this new seeding. 
Certain grasses can work better together, and others do better in certain areas that you may have as well. If you 
are uncertain or would like another person’s opinion, you can reach out to your local Extension office for 
advice. The last thing I want to mention is to watch your weather forecast. I know that it may seem like a hard 
thing to think about right now but you do want to make sure that the new seeding does get some moisture, so 
maybe try and aim to plant before a rain, so that new stand that you plant can get established and grow some 
before the winter, so it can make it through the winter. 

Rapid Drying Conditions Emerging Across Ohio 
By: Aaron Wilson, OSU Extension State Climatologist 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-28/rapid-drying-conditions-emerging-
across-ohio 
 
Climate Summary 
 

It is hard to believe, but after the 8th wettest June-July on record for Ohio (1895-2025), we have 
dry conditions rapidly emerging across southern Ohio. At the same time, despite the earlier season deluge 
across the south, parts of northwest and east central Ohio have been dry for a while. The lack of rainfall 
statewide led to the introduction of D0-abnormally dry conditions on the U.S. Drought Monitor earlier 
this month, and current trends would suggest an expansion of these depictions are likely in the coming 
weeks. Locations such as southern Mercer, Richland, and western Cuyahoga Counties have received 
above average precipitation, with over 5 inches of rain since July 25, 2025 (Figure 1). However, counties 
in the south have received less than 0.5 inch over the latest 30-day period, representing less than 15% of 
normal precipitation. All the while, temperatures have been 2-4°F above normal. For the latest up-to-date 
conditions, seasonal outlooks, and monthly climate summaries, please visit the State Climate Office of 
Ohio. 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-28/rapid-drying-conditions-emerging-across-ohio
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2025-28/rapid-drying-conditions-emerging-across-ohio
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap.aspx
https://climate.osu.edu/
https://climate.osu.edu/
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Figure 1: Percent of normal precipitation over the last 30 days ending August 24, 2025. Figure courtesy of the 
Iowa Environmental Mesonet. 
 
Weather Forecast 

 

Figure 2: Total precipitation forecast for the period 8pm August 25 – 8pm September 1. Figure courtesy of 
the National Weather Service-Wilmington, Ohio. 
 
This past weekend brought a strong cold front across the region, bringing much cooler and 

drier air into Ohio. This fair weather is expected to stick around throughout the week and Labor 
Day weekend. Daily high temperatures will generally be in the upper 60s to mid 70s, with 
overnight lows in the 40s and 50s. A few record lows are possible across northern and central 
Ohio. Cool air moving across the warm Great Lakes will bring the chance for a few isolated 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/sites/agcrops/files/imce/fig1_8_25_25.png
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showers and storms each day, primarily affecting northern Ohio. This will likely kick off a few 
waterspouts across Lake Erie as well. While the cooler air is a gift for late August, the lack of 
widespread rainfall will continue. The National Weather Service is currently forecasting less than 
0.1 inch for most of Ohio, with up to 0.5 inch in spots across the north. 

 
The 8-14 day outlook from the Climate Prediction Center for the period of September 2 - 5 

and the 16-Day Rainfall Outlook from NOAA/NWS/Ohio River Forecast Center show near 
normal temperatures are favored with a slightly increased probability of above normal 
precipitation (Figure 3). Climatological normals for this period include a high-temperature range 
of 79-83°F, a low-temperature range of 59-63°F, and weekly total precipitation of 0.60 - 0.75 
inches. 

 

Figure 3: Climate Prediction Center 8-14 Day Outlook valid for September 2 – 8, 2025, for left) temperatures 
and right) precipitation. Colors represent the probability of below, normal, or above normal conditions. 
 

https://www.weather.gov/iln/SelfBriefing
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ohrfc/dynamic/NAEFS16.apcp.mean.total.png
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